
To fill the vacuum created by
the sudden departure of Golden
Valley Unified School District
Superintendent Dr. Marilyn
Shepherd, the GVUSD Board of
Trustees has moved to hire an
Interim Superintendent. After
multiple candidate interviews,
the Board has selected Violet
Chuck to serve while the Board
searches for the next
Superintendent. An executive
search firm will be selected by
the Board in February to recruit
for the position.

“She is very excited to serve
in this role,” said Shepherd. “Her
experience and strong leadership
qualities will be a real asset to
Golden Valley during this time
while the Board searches for the
next Superintendent.”

Chuck is already in the
District and is working through a
transition plan developed by her
and Shepherd, timed to coincide
with Shepherd’s departure on
Feb. 2.

Chuck spent 36 years in edu-
cation in California, ultimately
retiring from the Firebaugh – Las
Deltas Unified School District as
the District Superintendent. It
was after her retirement that she
formed the non-profit Educare
Services, Inc. with two other edu-
cators to provide state-subsidized
preschool programs to families in
the Central Valley who couldn’t
afford fee-based preschools. Her
organization now operates 10
preschool sites in Fresno and
Kings County.

In 2002 she was recruited by
the director of the California
School Boards Association
Executive Search Services to act
as a consultant for school dis-
tricts searching for superintend-
ents. During the last two years
she has been a part of

Springboard Schools as an exter-
nal consultant to school districts
in the Central Valley. Her func-
tion there is to assist in raising
student achievement at individual
schools.

A native of Southern
California, Chuck was educated
in the Los Angeles Unified
Public School system from
kindergarten through the twelfth
grade and then graduated with a
Bachelor of Science Degree and
teaching credential from
University of California at Los
Angeles.

She later obtained a Masters
Degree and Administrative
Credential from California State
University, Fresno which allowed
her to serve for several years as an
elementary principal in Firebaugh

and then as interim high school
principal after the Firebaugh dis-
trict’s unification. From there
Chuck became the district
Coordinator of Special Projects
and later became the Assistant
Superintendent of Curriculum
and Instruction responsible for
the K-12 curriculum. She learned
the business of school financing
and served her last ten years as
the District Superintendent for the
Firebaugh – Las Deltas Unified
School District 

“This is the zenith of my
lifetime’s endeavor to support the
community and serve its chil-
dren,” Chuck said in a written
statement. “It is a challenging
mission, however, it is extremely
rewarding when students suc-
ceed.”
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GVUSD Selects Interim Superintendent
Retired Firebaugh District Superintendent Temporarily Fills Shepherd Vacancy 

Violet Chuck has been selected by the Golden Valley Unified School
District Board of Trustees to act as the interim district superintendent until a
permamnent replacement for Dr. Marilyn Shepherd can be found.

Bipartisan legislation was reintroduced in both
houses of Congress on Jan. 4, the first day of the
legislative session, authorizing the U.S.
Department of the Interior to implement an his-
toric agreement to restore
water flows on the
San Joaquin River
below Friant Dam.
The legislation,
which was initially
introduced on Dec.
6, 2006, did not
come to a vote in
either house in the last session but was
quickly reintroduced on the 4th in virtually the
same language.

Identical versions of the "San Joaquin River
Restoration Settlement Act" were introduced in the
Senate and House by California Senators Dianne
Feinstein and Barbara Boxer, and Representatives

George Radanovich, Grace Napolitano, Dennis
Cardoza, Jim Costa and George Miller.

The bills’ sponsor-
ship shows over-

w h e l m i n g
bipartisan sup-

port for undertak-
ing one of the West’s largest

river restoration efforts, according to the Natural
Resources Defense Council (NRDC) and Friant
Water Users Authority (FWUA). The legislation

River Restoration Bill Reintroduced
Historic Legislation Reintroduced on First Day of Legislation,

Demonstrates Enthusiasm among Members of Congress

Please see RIVER on P. 9

FLATLANDER’S

645-4001
CANCELLED!
DAY PARADE
... without YOUR help
please
call!

Dog Death Stuns Ranchos/Aug. • Sometime in the
night between July 31 and Aug. 1, a well-cared-for Border
Collie was hanged in a tree on the outskirts of the Ranchos.

To date there have been no leads, no clues, no suspects, no reliable
tips - nothing. And no owner has ever come forward looking for a
missing, well-cared-for Border Collie. Why? 

Top 10 Ranchos Stories • 2006
from  the  pages  of  the  Ranchos  Independent

1

Superintendent Shepherd Quits/Dec. • After
only 3 1/2 years at the helm of the Golden Valley Unified
School District and without warning, Dr. Marilyn

Shepherd announced she was taking a similar position with
Monterey Unified on the coast. She said they came looking for her
and we wish her the best ... but she could have said “no.” 

Measure “S” Passes/Jun. • A $70 million school bond
measure was added to every homeowner’s plate with the
passage of “S”. Needing 55 percent of the vote to pass, 57

percent said “yes” to create the funding to complete projects within
the Golden Valley School District. There were detractors to the bond
measure but ultimately 1,193 voters was all it took to pass.   

LHS Ends “Dream” Season/Nov. • After battling all
season and losing only one game to Firebaugh, the Liberty
High Hawks dominated other teams as they rolled  on to a near-

ly perfect season. As fate would have it in the playoffs, the only team that
stood between them and a shot at the Division V Championship was
Firebaugh, who awoke in the second half and stunned everyone.

Teddy to the Rescue!/Jun. • Right out of a Lassie script,
the Williams’ family dog Teddy knew something wasn’t right
that night on June 6. He started acting like the house was on fire

... because it was. He alerted the whole family to the danger and every-
one got safely out of the house. Good timing too because in a matter of
minutes the heavy tile roof came down, crushing everything in the house.

Rock Quarry Approved/Sep. • After some contentious
meetings involving neighbors to the project at Road 209 and 406
just northeast of the Ranchos, the Madera County Planning

Commission voted unanimously in favor of the Madera Ranch rock quar-
ry. Next up will be the Board of Supervisors for approval. With the heavy
“not in my backyard” sentiment of the opposition, it is still not a done deal.

Ranchos Molester Charged/Jan. • A convicted child
molester and registered sex offender was found with a 14-year-old
girl from Fresno in his Ranchos home and was promptly brought

up on charges. It brought into focus that we’re not 100 percent safe any-
where, not even in our beloved Ranchos. The story made me (and others)
hug our kids a little tighter and increase our vigilance.

Ranchos Drug Raid/Apr. • After the child molester how
could it get worse? Try a drug raid at a Bonadelle home that netted
methamphetamine, marijuana and a weapon. Most startling was the

house’s location: centered almost exactly equidistant from all four of our local
schools. What a convenient location that I’m sure was purely coincidental.
More hugging and more vigilance.
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Random Notes

By Randy Bailey

Sometimes the runner stumbles.
I look back on the record of the

Golden Valley School Board and what
they’ve been able to accomplish in such a
relatively short time and I’m amazed. And
I’m proud to say that I’ve supported them
every step of the way. When the naysayers
were talking trash about Measure “S” I was
throwing it right back at them in support of
the Board and the things we needed for our
kids, and by extension, our community.
Living in Bonadelle, I was a major cheer-
leader to anyone that would listen about
hooking up with Golden Valley and walk-
ing away from Chawanakee - the sooner
the better. Golden Valley just seemed to
know what it was doing, what direction it
wanted to go and how to get there. I mean,
these guys built a complete middle school
“from dirt to done” in just 120 days! I
respect that.

But they’ve done something recently
that I really question.

Who am I kidding?  They’ve done
something I really think is underhanded
and wrong.

As Castle & Cooke moves forward
with its Gateway Village project at Avenue
12 and Highway 41, it is without question
what the impact of building homes and the
families that will populate them will have
on our school district. There are going to be
additional people and additional students
and additional classroom needs.

For the 12 years that Castle & Cooke
has been developing this project (that’s
right - 12 years and not one shovel of dirt
has been turned yet. Yay, bureaucracy!)
they have been exemplary neighbors. Their
contributions to the Chamber of
Commerce, the Seniors Center and to other
events in the Ranchos are well above the

requirements of just “good P.R.” The proj-
ects that these guys build are world-class.
Go on the Internet and check some of them
out. Go visit the Bakersfield property and
talk to people down there an see what they
have to say about Castle & Cooke. 

They’re not only world-class, they’re
first-class.

They don’t do things that reflect nega-
tively on the communities that they build -
that’s not a good selling point.

So for 12 years we’ve had this good
neighbor who’s been open and above board
about what they do and how they do it.
Eight years ago they helped get Golden
Valley Unified School District off the
ground because they believed local owner-
ship of the schools made for better stew-
ardship of the schools. From the get-go
their plans have allowed for schools and
construction above and beyond what’s
required by the state of California. 

You read that right - above and beyond
what’s required by the state. Basically
“turnkey” schools to be handed over to
Golden Valley once the project proceeds.

And for all of that how has the Golden
Valley Board responded? By hiring a
“hired gun” to wring every last penny out
of Castle & Cooke and then go back for
more. After 12 years of relationship, friend-
ship and cooperation, it appears that the
best course of action is to  screw Castle &
Cook for every last dime.

Has it occurred to anyone that a com-
pany that can sit on a multimillion dollar
property for 12 years while offering the
school district more than is required could
just as easily retreat to the lesser state
requirements and build its project anyway
after the hired gun collects his retainer and
leaves?

Why don’t we hire a consultant to
think about that?

School Board Stumbles with “Pro”
First of all, Happy New Year! Every year I try to set a new goal and then fol-

low through with it. My goal for 2007 was to get the Ranchos
Independent in COLOR and here it is! I think it
looks great, it’ll make it more interesting to read,
it should attract some advertisers who prefer color
advertising and - the best part - the comics will be
in full color! Yeah!

Have you enjoyed the Flatlander’s Day
Parades in the past? Well cling to those memories
because it looks like there aren’t going to be any
more unless more people get involved. I’m talking
about YOU! There’s a bunch of little jobs that are nec-
essary to pull the event off that, if done by a bunch of
people, would be nothing. But when you’ve got just
two people (like we did last year) trying to do ALL of
those little jobs, it’s nearly impossible. COME ON - WE CAN DO THIS! No one’s ask-
ing you to give blood or clean out the stables or drink bathwater. Call the Chamber and

ask what little job you can do to help. You’ll
be a celebrity as you walk around with your
official pin and name tag. The only thing I
know for sure is that if there’s no public
support, there will be no Flatlander’s Day.
Period. Call the Chamber at 645-4001.

If you want to get involved on a larg-
er scale, this Wednesday, Jan. 24, there’s
going to be a San Joaquin Valley
Blueprint Planning Process at the
Madera Municipal Golf Course on

Avenue 17 in Madera at 5 p.m. This is
where you can weigh in on how our Valley is going to look

in the future. Air quality? Urban sprawl? Water? You can throw in your two
cents’ worth on all of those and then have them delivered to the governor. Cool, huh?

There are two things that happen in May in the Ranchos: Flatlander’s Day (maybe)
and the Karz for Kidz car show over at Children’s
Hospital. This is the fourth year that Bob Munier has
put on the event benefitting Children’s Hospital and
he’s looking for people to get their entries in
A.S.A.P. It’s going to be held May 19 from 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. on the grounds at the hospital. They
always have great cars, great music, great food,
great prizes, great fun ... the whole thing’s, well,
GREAT!  If you need more info call Bob Munier
at 645-7226.

If you’ve got kids, you know how fast they
grow up. They’re playing with Barbies and Power Rangers one
day and getting ready for college the next. If college is getting closer for any of
your kids, the Ranchos Middle School Mustang Parent Booster Club is sponsoring a
College Night and Pasta Dinner for parents to help you get your child (and you) prepared

for college. It’s going to be held in the
Liberty High Cafeteria/Theater on
Thursday, Feb. 8 from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. You
can get tickets in advance (only $5 -
CHEAP!) or pay $6 at the door. Just call
the Ranchos Middle School office to make
your reservations at 645-3550. All the
money goes to the booster club and the
information should be very useful. Sounds
like win-win to me. 

The Madera County Treasurer-Tax
Collector  wanted me to let you know that
they’ve got new offices in the new
Government Center in downtown Madera.
They’re moving on Feb 9-11 and plan to
be open to the public on Feb. 12. The new
address is 200 W. 4th St., 2nd Floor. If
you’ve got some taxpayer business you
can even park in the new four-story park-
ing complex that has access to their office.
Might as well head over and see how your
tax dollars are doing.

Again, Happy New Year and try to do
what you can to make sure that
Flatlander’s Day doesn’t go into a flatline.

History teaches

that war

begins when

governments

believe the

price of

aggression

is cheap.

TThhee

RRaayy  GGuunn
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The  Olde  Cowboy By Woody Laughnan
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Dear Editor:

We do not hear enough about the
good people who live among us - those
who do nice things for others and
receive little recognition. This is why
we are telling our story here.

My husband had lung cancer sur-
gery and while recovering at Christmas
time the master bath toilet plugged up. It
needed to be replaced and had never
worked well anyway. Needless to say,
an operating toilet was sorely needed.
Bob was bedridden and could not walk
to get to the other bathroom.

We called one or two people and
neither one was available. A friend rec-
ommended Tony of Von's Drain
Cleaning and Plumbing, a local busi-
nessman. We told Tony our story and he
immediately dropped everything,
changed his daily schedule and came to
our home to help us immediately. It was
not an easy job, and we truly needed his
help quickly.

Tony took care of the entire situa-
tion, his fee was very reasonable and to
us he was Santa Claus for sure and
indeed a Good Samaritan.

We therefore recommend Tony of
Von's Drain Cleaning and Plumbing at
645-1567 as our Ranchos Good Samaritan.

Thank you for printing this.

Barbara and Bob Vanderslice,
Longtime Ranchos Residents

PS - Wouldn’t it be nice if we had
Good Samaritan letters to the editor in
each edition? BV

(You bet Barbara. If any of our
other readers have local Good
Samaritan stories I’d be happy to run
them as well - Editor)

Acquaintances utter shock and awe when they ask for my
cell phone number and I tell them I don't have one. The truth is,
I don't need one. Indeed, I receive so few calls at my age that I
probably could get along without my kitchen wall phone.

“My goodness,” a neighbor's wife exclaimed on learning I
am cellphoneless, “how can you drive without a cell phone? I
mean driving is so boring, especially on Freeway 99. In Madera
to break the monotony I have two cell phones so I can talk to
two different people while steering our SUV with my knees.

“My husband has three phones, one attached to his belt,
another he carries in his pickup and a third one on the tractor.
Also the hired man has one so my husband can lay out the day's
work without taking time to drive to the field. My daughter has
three cell phones, although she's lost two of them and my son
has one but we plan to get him another as soon as he promises
not to call any more pornographic num-
bers.”

The truth is, I don't need a cell phone.
Indeed, I receive few calls because a lot of
folks my age have passed on to their
reward (if any); are deaf; or confined to
an old folks' home and don't even know it.
Actually, I probably don't even need the
old kitchen wall telephone because the calls I do receive don't
amount to a hill of beans. For instance, one that I received last
night from a banking firm suggesting I take out a reverse mort-
gage and experience a better life – like buy a new motor home
and tour the continent; take a romantic around-the-world cruise
and find romance; or take up residency in a luxury hotel on the
Isle of Capri and rub bellies with gorgeous young sexy hot-to-
trot models.

And about once a week I receive a call from a relative of a
friend who just passed to inform me of the time and mortuary to
view the remains. And there are occasional calls from so-called
“call centers” telling me that I have just won a free vacation in
Las Vegas. A1l I have to pay is round trip airplane fare, taxi to
and from the air terminal, food and drinks and a $25 entry fee if
I want to play the jackpot tournament. But I do get a free room,
value $25.

Yet another call center-generated call gleefully informed
me that I was in line for a million dollar grand prize for simply
answering a few survey questions. The call center person was
difficult to understand and I thought perhaps we had a bad con-

nection or the caller was recently arrived in this country.
“Where are you calling from?” I asked.
“Washington,” she said, after a 30-second pause.
“What city?” I asked.
After a long silence, she said, “Portland.”
The last call I received was a computer-driven invitation

from Shady Oaks for Older Folks, inviting me to an open house
for people my age who may be considering retirement. The
caller said there would be dancing to a live band, games, prizes
and free food and to be sure to wear dentures and bring a small
saw. I assumed dentures would be needed to eat typical Shady
Oaks for Older Folks meals: hamburger that has the consisten-
cy of tiny sponges mixed with floor sweepings, and the saw to
cut up barbecued tri-tip pieces to put in a grinder to make them
tender enough to eat.

Well, a free meal is a free mail so the
missus and I decided to take advantage of
it. We ate early so the special events could
begin, the dance for instance with a live
band. Unfortunately, the saxophone play-
er was down with the shingles and the
piano player, an Alzheimer’s victim, was
having a bad day and could remember

only one song, “Daddy Won't Buy Me a Bow-Wow,” and folks
quickly grew tired of listening to it. The band was down to a
drummer who had misplaced his hearing aid and either played
so loudly he all but drove us out of the room or so softly nobody
could hear him.

And a very bad accordionist.
But old folks’ dances don't last over an hour because of lack

of stamina, consequently there are intermissions every 10 min-
utes and an oxygen cylinder and mask available at all times.

Next came the games: cane throw, wheelchair and crutch
race and the grand finale, the Denture Derby. The latter consist-
ed of women placing their upper plate on a table with a number
printed beneath in crayon. When the whistle blew, men rushed
to the table and grabbed a denture and their date for the evening
was the woman whose denture they'd chosen. One man became
so angry when he picked his wife's denture that he attempted to
smack it with his cane before an attendant stopped him.

It was not until late in the evening, almost 8:30, before the
party ended. A good time was had by all except for the man who
picked his own wife's denture.

But old folks’ dances don't last over
an hour because of lack of stamina, con-
sequently there are intermissions every
10 minutes and an oxygen cylinder and
mask available at all times.



By Ellen Mester

Happy New Year! Have you made
your New Year’s resolutions yet? If get-
ting more involved in the community is on
your list, think about the Ranchos Library.
Join the New Library Planning
Committee, or the Friends of the Ranchos
Library, or volunteer your time to help
process or shelve books. We would love to
have you be a part of this vital community
facility. We’re already planning the
Flatlander’s Craft Show and Parade for
May 5, 2007. We are especially looking
for volunteers to help with the parade. It
takes a lot of time and effort to make this
event happen. The truth is, if we do not get
enough community involvement and sup-
port within the next few months, there will
not be a Flatlander’s Day this year. The
parade, which is the hallmark of
Flatlander’s Day, is very expensive and
takes a large number of people to insure
safety and continuity. And if we don’t have
the parade then there is not much point in
having the craft show. It would be a sad
loss to our community if we have to give
up this wonderful event. 

The Ranchos Library would like to
start a “gold card” board for all those
patrons who have continually had a
Madera County library card for more than
50 years. Long time Madera resident
Kenneth Leach has used his library card
for 71 years. His wise 4th grade teacher
took the class to the library to get them all
cards. He’s been using his ever since. So
for those of you who are “gold card” hold-
ers please step forward. We would like to
acknowledge you and perhaps inspire oth-
ers to be lifelong library users.

If you have lost your library card, stop
by for a replacement. The cost is only $2.
If you’ve never had a card it is free of
charge with proof of address and a valid
I.D. such as a driver’s license. There are
no age restrictions on library cards. With
your library card you can check out books,
books on CD or tape, magazines, videos
and use the computers that have internet
access and our subscription database
EBSCO. 

TAX FORMS are now available! We
can also print any of the other tax forms
for you free of charge.

Book Recommendations
New Adult fiction: For One More

Day written by Mitch Albom. “Have you
ever lost someone you love and wanted

one more con-
versation, one
more chance
to make up
for the time
when you
t h o u g h t
t h e y
would be
a r o u n d
f o r e v -
e r , ”
a s k s
t h e

author. So
begins the story

of Charley “Chick”
Benetto who after years of

regret, alcohol abuse, and attempted sui-

cide, returns to his family home and dis-
covers his mother’s ghost. At first he
assumes he is just hallucinating, but as he
begins to talk to his mother and actually
hugs her, he realizes it is something
greater. This is an opportunity to talk with
her as he was never able to do before.
What a wonderful story with all the drama
and poignancy of real life. This author
also wrote The Five People You Meet in
Heaven and Tuesdays With Morrie. 

Adult non-fiction: A Walk in the
Woods by Bill Bryson. If you enjoy a good
laugh while you are learning a little about
nature, history, politics and real life
events, then I highly recommend this
book. Bryson and his friend Stephen Katz
set out to walk the entire Appalachian Trail
– all 2100 miles of it. It’s been done before

by a significant
number of peo-
ple, with some
hiking in seg-
ments and
some hiking
all in one
trek. Most
h i k e r s
however
l e a v e
the trail
after a
s h o r t

way usually say-
ing something like, “It wasn’t

like I thought it would be,” often because
they were ill prepared or uninformed
about the difficulties of the trail. And
according to Bryson there are many diffi-
culties. In preparation for the trip Bryson
goes on an amusing shopping spree for
gear and supplies. His descriptions of the
outfitter and the mountain of gear he buys
are really funny. On the trail, Bryson
describes the beauty, the dangers, the
physical toll and the bond that is formed
between fellow hikers and the solitude of
the wilderness. 

Young Adult Graphic Novel: The
Fake Heir by Stephan Petrucha. Based on
the series written by Carolyn Keene, a
modern Nancy Drew – girl detective – gets
tangled in a
mystery while
taking a day
off with
f r i e n d s .
Fearless as
a l w a y s ,
N a n c y
p l u n g e s
into a
c a s e
involv-
i n g
heirs
t o
family jew-
els that her father,
Carson Drew, is handling. These days,
Nancy solves mysteries with a computer,
cell phone and swift car. Not exactly the
Nancy I remember but still a good story
for kids. With a graphic format it reads
like a comic book. Excellent choice for
those less-than-enthusiastic readers. 

Check out these books and more at
the library and remember your library card
… don’t leave home without it!

The Bookshelf
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New Year’s Volunteers Needed 

Say You Saw It in
The Ranchos
Independent

1/07

WE’RE ON THE WEB!

Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.
Get fully downloadable back issues of 

the Ranchos Independent (beginning with April 2006). 
Learn how you can add your

Ranchos-area business to this site!

www.theRanchos.com

www.theRanchos.com

www.theRanchos.com
1/07
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SANDERSON
PHOTOGRAPHY

Lynn

Senior Pictures • Family Portraits • Weddings
Pet & Livestock Portraits • Sports Photography

LynnSandersonPhoto.photoreflect.com

FREE SENIOR CLASS PICTURES!Win
includes free sitting fee in the Madera Ranchos

call toenter

1    8x10 • 4   5x7 • 8   Wallets

559-479-0943
One winner each from Liberty High, Madera High and Sierra High

Winners will be selected February 25, 2007 1/07

10% 
OFF

WITH THIS COUPON

FREE
TOWING

WITH OVERHAUL

Brakes • Tune-ups • Diagnostic
Oil changes • Service work

WE ALSO DO:

AND NOW: A/C SERVICE AND REPAIRS

FULL 
SERVICE

AUTOMOTIVE
SHOP

37 Years 

Experience

1/
07

Sheriff John Anderson has just issued
a new warning about another trick to rob
Madera County residents of their identity
– this time it concerns alleged warrants,
liens and judgments.

Unwitting residents may receive a call
from someone claiming to represent
Madera County Superior Court. The caller
will claim to be investigating a possible
warrant that will be issued for that citi-
zen’s arrest because that resident failed to
appear in court. The caller’s intention is to
push the citizen into a state of panic so that
when the caller asks for specific pieces of
personal information to verify the person’s
identity to “… make sure who answered
the phone is really the person the caller
needed to contact regarding the bogus
criminal investigation,” the citizen will
comply. The persistent caller may also

insist that “the records show” the intended
victim has violated the law and the caller
simply wants to get to the bottom of the
problem to help that citizen avoid jail
time.

Sheriff Anderson has been advised
that complaints to Superior Court alerted
officials to the latest scam but he adds,
“What concerns us – should anyone
receive a call like this – is that a person,
out of genuine fear, may oblige the caller
and give out personal information. The
Madera County Superior Court does NOT
make house calls.” 

The county NEVER asks anyone to
divulge any sensitive identification infor-
mation – that includes bank statements,
credit card numbers and social security
numbers – or anything else that contains
personal and sensitive information.

Warrant Scam Targeting Maderans

Sheriff John Anderson is issuing
an immediate warning to senior citi-
zens about a potentially misleading
solicitation that offers to file forms on
the senior citizen’s behalf (for a fee of
course) to find out IF that senior citi-
zen qualifies for a property tax rebate.

The Sheriff ’s Department was
tipped off by a Madera County resi-
dent who received a letter from an
agency calling itself the Senior
Advisory Center. The organization is
located in our State Capitol, but this is
NOT a government agency.

In a nutshell, the letter claims the
agency will (for a fee of $36) help sen-
ior citizens submit the necessary
paperwork to find out IF they are eligi-
ble to receive a property tax rebate.

The letter targets not only seniors but
anyone with disabilities who may
qualify for a homeowner assistance
claim which may entitle them to up to
$472.60 in the form of a property tax
rebate.

Seniors as well as those on disabil-
ity should know the process can be
done for free.

To find out more about property
tax rebates, senior citizens can contact
the State Franchise Tax Board and
request the Homeowners and Renter
Assistance Claim Booklet. The toll
free number to call is 1-800-338-0505
or you can visit www.ftb.ca.gov and
type “hra” in the search field at the top
of the page and download the neces-
sary forms online.

Senior Property Tax Rebates
Can be Researched for Free



By Ramona Frances

Anyone driving around the Madera
Ranchos might notice large bundles of
green growth in otherwise bare trees.
The spindly green clumps frequently
identified as mistletoe are especially
visible after deciduous trees drop their
leaves.

Mistletoe is a broadleaf evergreen
parasitic plant whose berries attract
feeding birds that digest the pulp and
excrete a seed that sticks when it lands
on a branch.

Mistletoe feeds on the tree, absorb-
ing both water and nutrients.
Healthy trees tolerate a few
clumps, but are eventually weak-
ened. Ash, alder, birch, boxelder,
cottonwoods, locusts,
oaks, silver maples,
walnuts and zelko-
vas are particular-
ly susceptible.
Bradford pear,
Chinese pis-
tache, crape
m y r t l e ,
e u c a l y p -
tus, ginkgo,
go ldenra in ,
liquid ambar,
p e r s i m m o n
and sycamore
trees are less
s u s c e p t i b l e
and even resist-
ant.

The University of
California Cooperative
Extension (UCCE) recommends prun-
ing mistletoe out completely as soon as
possible. Infected branches need to be
removed from the tree by cutting at least
one foot below the point of mistletoe
attachment. Simply removing the
mistletoe clumps (without pruning the
tree branches) is better than doing noth-
ing, though it will likely resprout. Its
spread, however, will be reduced since
it takes several years before it flowers
and forms new seed.

Mistletoe that has attacked a major
branch of the trunk that is difficult to
prune may be controlled by cutting off
the mistletoe flush with the limb or
trunk, then wrapping the area with a few
layers of wide, black polyethylene to
exclude light. Use twine or tape to

secure the plastic to the limb, but do not
wrap too tightly or the branch may be
damaged. In some tree species, callus
tissue will form under the plastic, fur-
ther weakening the limb. Broadleaf
mistletoe requires light and will die
within a couple of years without it. It
may be necessary to repeat this treat-
ment, especially if the wrapping
becomes detached or if the mistletoe
does not die. A chemical spray (ethep-
hon) can be applied to mistletoe foliage

when trees are dormant,
but it too only provides

short-term control
before the mistletoe

resprout. To be
effective, the

mistletoe must also
be dormant and the

spray must thorough-
ly wet the mistletoe foliage.

Mistletoe comes out of
dormancy before most

trees, so the ideal time to
treat is now until early
February. An effective
mistletoe control pro-

gram requires a communi-
ty effort. The long term

benefit of mistletoe con-
trol will be healthier
trees with an improved

appearance.
UCCE has a

publication called
Mistletoe Pest
Notes that is free to

the public. Call the
UCCE office at 675-

7879, ext. 210 for informa-
tion on how to get a copy.

Ramona Frances of Madera is a
University of California Master
Gardener. She can be contacted by e-mail
at mgmadera@ucdavis.edu. This column
is provided by the Master Gardener pro-
gram in Madera County. The MG pro-
gram extends research based information
in home horticulture and pest manage-
ment, verified by the UCCE Master
Gardener program in Madera County.

Call UCCE office with your garden
questions at 675-7879, ext. 210. Leave a
message or stop by the office on
Mondays from 1-3 p.m. to speak to a
Master Gardener or visit
http://cemadera.usdavis.edu.
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Puzzle
Answers

SUDOKU

MAGIC MAZE

FFiinnee  QQuuaalliittyy  CCrraaffttmmaannsshhiipp

Specializing In:

WE NOW OFFER MOBILE ESTIMATING SERVICE
“We Come To You” IN THE RANCHOS AREA

FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY - JUST CALL FOR APPOINTMENT

• Foreign & Domestic
Car Repairs

• Custom Paint
• Color Matching
• Insurance Work

• Frame Straightening
• Unibody Frame 

Repairs
• Chroma Vision

Color Matching

674-8591
FREE ESTIMATES

INSURANCE CLAIMS WELCOME

GOLD GLASS Precision Collision Repair

1/
07

DELIVERY
ALL DAY

SUPERBOWL
SUNDAY!

$5 OFF
any XL Pizza

2007 SPECIAL

645-7011

1/07

DDogg  Gone  Cute  Store
PET BOUTIQUE

we deliver!

We carry feed for bettas, fresh water fish, hermit crabs,
water turtles, iguanas, small birds, parrots, mice, hamsters,

rats, chinchillas, guinea pigs, ferrets, rabbits, cats, dogs, chick-
ens, pot-bellied pigs, goats, sheep and horses.

37164 Ave. 12 #102 • Madera Ranchos
Open Tuesday - Saturday 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.645-PETS 1/

07

Garden Tips

Mistletoe: The Vampire Plant
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all parts, accessories
and gear. Excludes race
fuel.                     RI8-061100%%  OOFFFF

Yamaha 99
Highway 99 and Avenue 12

(559) 645-4545
Always wear a helmet, eye protection and protective clothing.1/07

January 2007 Page 7

CRONINCRONIN MARINEMARINE REPREPAIRAIR
ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR

INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY

Jim Cronin
Madera Ranchos

Chrysler

Phone: 645-1977Since 1964

FORCE
OUTBOARDS

1/07

TREE FARM
Thousands to Choose From

Great Prices & We Deliver

974-2117
call JOHN FINLEY 35597 AVE 12 1/2

Madera Ranchos
(Corner of AVE 12 1/2 & RD 35 1/2)

CM&N Nursery
1/07

37398 Berkshire Drive • Madera Ranchos • 645-5680

off of your next
in-store purchase
of $50 or more at5$$ E

xp
ire

s 
1/

30
/0
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SAVE! SAVE! SAVE!

1/07

Suspicious activity in the Ranchos
was thwarted when an alert Sheriff’s
Deputy saw a suspicious looking Honda
pull into the driveway of a residence on
Road 36 ½ around 2 a.m. on Dec. 18.

Deputy Luis Padgett was on patrol in
the Madera Ranchos when he saw the
vehicle and made the decision to pull into
the same driveway. The deputy exited his
vehicle and asked the three people inside
the car if they lived at the residence. The
backseat passenger, 29-year-old Natasha
Castro of Madera, told Padgett her uncle
(for whom she even provided a name)
lived next door. The only problem was that
the man she mentioned was well known by
the deputy and the deputy knew he didn’t
live next door.

Padgett next talked to the driver, who
identified herself as 25-year-old Charline
Blair, also of Madera. Padgett ran her
name and discovered she was wanted on a
$3,000 misdemeanor warrant for being an

unlicensed driver.
The front passenger told the deputy

his name was Antonio Martinez Aguinaga.
A run on that name came back clear but
after a search of the vehicle deputies found
and seized two methamphetamine smok-
ing pipes with white residue. All three
denied ownership and all three were taken
into custody and transported to the Madera
County Department of Corrections where
both Castro and Blair posted their respec-
tive bails. As for Aguinaga, fingerprints
never lie. A life scan revealed Aguinaga’s
real name was Jose Diaz Real, 43, of
Madera, who was wanted on two no-bail
warrants for probation violation for drug
possession. Once his true identity was dis-
covered, he was booked on the two out-
standing warrants for possession of drug
paraphernalia and providing false infor-
mation to a Peace Officer.

Real remains behind bars on a no-bail
hold.

Suspicious Activity in Ranchos
Thwarted by Sheriff’s Deputy

Caught with drug paraphernalia in their car in a driveway to a home in the Ranchos where
none of them lived were Charline Blair, 25, (left),  Antonio Martinez Aguinaga, 43, and Natasha
Castro, 29, all of Madera.

Flatlander’s Parade in Trouble/May • It was a
story I hated to write, but the facts were the facts. After 15
years of developing the Flatlander’s Day Parade into a

community black party, the reality is that there just aren’t enough
people involved to pull it off. We CAN do something about it
though and we’ve got four months to prove it. Call 645-4001.

Top 10 Ranchos Stories • 2006
ffrroomm  tthhee  ppaaggeess  ooff  tthhee  RRaanncchhooss  IInnddeeppeennddeenntt

9

Madera Ranchos - 93636?/May • Citing growing
pains for our community, the United States Postal service
issued us our own ZIP code that went into effect July 1,

2006. They give us one year to get everything changed over, after that
they won’t forward letters with 93638 anymore. This story generated
hundreds of calls to the Madera Post Office and they were thankful.

10

LIST con’t from P. 1

The Ranchos Independent
SAY YOU SAW IT IN
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If you need help with your heating or
cooling, there’s only one thing you need to know.

These numbers. And we’ll be there. Whatever  it  takes.SM

438-8260
662-0336

Heating & Cooling Systems
Since 1904

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
LIC. #837274

madera auto center
Chevrolet

1-800-2-madera

Merrell Bradford
Fleet & Senior Sales Manager

2007
Chevy

Silverado

2007
Toyota
Camry

Call

Come in for a Sweet Deal
on a New or Used Auto

just in time for Valentine’s Day

674-9000 • 674-8142 (fax)
www.maderaauto.com

Toyota

1300  Country Club Dr. • Madera

1/
07

Turn Your HOUSE into a DREAM HOME

645-4113
350 OFF00$

W/COUPON EXP. 2/28/07
AANNYY CCOOAATTIINNGG JJOOBB

with TEX•COTE instead of paint

• Trenching
• Sand Blasting
• Patch
• Primer
• Tex Cote
• Paint Trim 1/

07

Frank Kramer Exteriors

The Stock Report

By Audrey Stock

Hi neighbors,
HAPPY NEW YEAR! Yes, the new

2007 year has started with lots of excit-
ing changes coming our way. You prob-
ably know by now that Dr. Marilyn
Shepherd is leaving Golden Valley
Unified for a new job at Monterey
Unified. She will be leaving the first
part of February. We are all sorry to see
her go. She has helped Golden Valley
come a long way in a short three and
one half years that she has been our
leader. I wish her all of the best in her
new job. 

Never fear, the school board has
already selected an interim superinten-
dent who will start work on Feb. 1,
2007. Her name is Mrs. Violet Chuck.
Superintendent Shepherd is introducing
Violet to the staff and the district so she
will know her way around. Mrs. Chuck
is a retired superintendent from
Firebaugh Unified and very good with
budgets. This is important as we work
to put the 2007-2008 budget together
for next year. It has to be ready by June
30 of this year.

The board is hiring a company who
will search for people interested in
becoming the Golden Valley Unified’s
next superintendent. This is a process
and we hope to have a new superinten-
dent hired before – or at least by – July
1, 2007. That is when the new school
calendar year starts. The recruitment
plan includes a state- and nation-wide
search. Golden Valley School Board
members want a high quality pool of
people from which to select.

Golden Valley Unified has been a
school district for eight years. When the
people of the area voted to separate
from Madera Unified in June of 1998,
Dr. Sally Frazier, the Madera County
Superintendent, became our interim
superintendent for the first four months.
Ed Costa became our first full time
superintendent and was given nine
months to create a school district from
scratch, which he did. Ed Costa was
here for two years and in that time he
made sure that there were teachers in
the classrooms, buses running, food for
our students, etc. The area passed our
first school bond, and Ed Costa started
the process to build Liberty High. Ed
Dorn was our second superintendent
and he also served Golden Valley for
two years. Liberty High was finished
while Ed Dorn was superintendent.
Golden Valley’s third superintendent
was Dr. Marilyn Shepherd and she has
been with us for three and one half
years. Dr. Shepherd watched the first
four-year senior class graduate from
Liberty High. Dr. Shepherd worked
through the process of North Bonadelle
area and Sierra View Elementary school

joining Golden Valley Unified. Last
June 6, 2006 Golden Valley passed the
second school bond to finish the second
phase of Liberty High and build a per-
manent Middle School and modernize
both Webster and Sierra View elemen-
tary schools. During Dr Shepherd’s time
here she has worked through a variety
of problems with good results. The API
scores at all Golden Valley schools are
up. Webster Elementary has become a
California Distinguished School and
both Ranchos Middle School and
Liberty High are eligible to become
California Distinguished Schools. Our
next superintendent will have to hit the
ground running to keep up with all of
the projects that we have started.

I told you that the school board
meeting that we had in December was
the time the District Organizational
meeting is held. I didn’t have the
results at the time I wrote my article, so
here are the results. The new Board
President is Mike Kelly. Mike is a
retired teacher from Golden Valley and
has learned that being on the school
board takes time, energy and commit-
ment. He will be a good president. The
new clerk of the board is Roger Schuh.
Roger is our number man and I’m glad
he is on the board. The representatives
to the following organizations are:

• To serve on the Board of the
Madera County Schools Association is
Audrey Stock.

• To attend Golden Valley Chamber
of Commerce meetings is Audrey
Stock.

• To attend California School Board
(CSBA) and Small School District’s
Association (SSDA) Legislative
Network is Mona Diaz.

These school board members will
hold these positions for one year. They
mean extra work and extra meetings for
these members.

I hope that you have a new 2007
calendar ready for the upcoming events
that are already filling it up. The
Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
annual Crab Feed will be held March 3
at Liberty High at 6 p.m. The cost is
$35 with tickets purchased at the
Chamber office. On April 7 the
Ranchos Hills Seniors will hold their
annual Home and Garden Show. On
May 5 the Flatlanders and local parade
will be held. On Feb. 10-11 the
Foundation for Golden Valley Schools
will serve lunch as a fundraiser at
Birdstone Winery at the Wine Trail. On
March 24 “The Night the Stars Come
Out” Dinner will be held at Birdstone
Winery. Tickets are $40 and can be pur-
chased from the District office.

Don’t forget the next School Board
meeting will be Jan. 30, 2007 at the
Liberty High library at 6 p.m. I hope to
see you there.

Get Your Calendars Ready for 2007!
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Heating,  Air  Conditioning  or  
Plumbing  Problems  in  the  Ranchos?

Who  You  Gonna’  Call?  

SSeerrvviicciinngg  aallll  mmaakkeess  aanndd  mmooddeellss
aanndd  ssppeecciiaalliizziinngg  iinn  tthhee  RRaanncchhooss..

VALLEYWIDE
Heating, Air Conditioning & Plumbing

Locally owned and operated • Immediate call back 24 hours

645-5650 • cell 351-9663 Owner Scott Steiner
LIC. #783026

MEMBER
San Joaquin Valley

®

1/
07

279$
LIMITED QUANTITY

IBM Think Pad - with AC adapter and CD player
• DVD, thumbdrive upgrades available

1/
07

Next to the Pizza Factory

645-0122
37184  Avenue 12, Suite 104 • Madera Ranchos

Regular Computer 
SPECIAL
DVD Player, Burner

105$ 00
EXPIRES 2-15-06
INSTALLED!

A Sweet Deal (for Valentine’s Day)

645-7540

BOBCAT WORK
• Grading
• Tree holes
• Fence post holes
• Trenching

1/
07

Loans are pursuant to the
California Dept. of Corporations
CFL Lic. #6072414
DRE Lic. #0152125637144 AVE. 12 #103 • MADERA RANCHOS

•  Fast,  fast,  fast  loan  processing
•  First-ttime  buyers’  programs
•  Less  than  perfect  credit  OK!

•  New  50-yyear  loan  available
•  New  Rate  Reduction  program
• Special  programs  for  teachers,

healthcare  workers  and  safety
officers.  Ask  us!

SSee  HHaabbllaa  EEssppaaññooll
645-1212

500 OFF CLOSING COSTS!*$
*Upon close of escrow1/07

HOME LOANS

To Advertise 
Call 

645-0634

represents intent of several California
Congressional representatives to see through
a Settlement agreement ending an 18-year
legal dispute between NRDC, FWUA and
the federal government over the Bureau of
Reclamation’s operation of Friant Dam near
Fresno, California. The Settlement legisla-
tion also enjoys strong support from state
officials and numerous water districts around
the San Joaquin Valley.

In addition to approving river channel
and water flow improvements, the reintro-
duction of salmon and water management
opportunities for current water users, as
agreed to in the Settlement, the bill authoriz-
es $250 million in new federal appropria-
tions to help pay for the project. Additional
funding will come from Friant water user
payments and at least $100 million from the
Proposition 84 water and parks bond that
was approved in November by California
voters.

Under the proposed legislation,
authorization would be given to the U.S.
Bureau of Reclamation – which adminis-
ters the Central Valley Project, Friant Dam
and the Friant Division (along the southern
San Joaquin Valley’s East Side) – and
other federal agencies to implement the
Settlement. The legislation reflects his-
toric San Joaquin River restoration and
water management activities detailed in
the Settlement as well as third party pro-
tections. Along with approving and

authorizing the Settlement, the bill
includes a number of funding mecha-
nisms. Those include a new $250 million
federal appropriation and Friant Division
financial support through Friant water
users’ Restoration Fund payments under
the 1992 Central Valley Project
Improvement Act.

The bill has been expanded in the wake of
approvals by California voters last November
of two possible state funding vehicles,
Propositions 84 and 1-E, and  declares the fed-
eral government’s intent to work closely and
cooperatively with the state.

Authorization is provided to the
Secretary of the Interior to design and con-
struct the extensive list of San Joaquin River
improvement projects contained within the
Settlement, and implement the agreement.
Interior would also be authorized to reintro-
duce California Central Valley spring-run
Chinook salmon and avoid reductions in
water supply for or imposition of costs on
third-party water contractors while approv-
ing Friant Dam operational changes to
restore downstream flows at levels specified
in the settlement.

Other sections would authorize
Settlement provisions needed to implement
its important water management goal.
Those provisions would permit programs
and activities of water recapture recircula-
tion, reuse, exchanges or transfers to mini-
mize impacts on Friant Division contractors
and the 15,000 mostly small-family farmers
on approximately one million acres.

RIVER continued from P. 1
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SSuunnddaayy  ddiinnnneerr..
RRooaasstteedd  ttuurrkkeeyy..

FFrreesshhllyy  bbaakkeedd  ppiieess  ssiittttiinngg
oonn  tthhee  wwiinnddoowwssiillll  ......

Turn  back  
the  hands  of  time

Who said that no one makes classic,
beautiful, hard-working aprons like the

ones Grandma used to wear?

CCllaassssiiccReversible
tthhee

is equivalent to two aprons for the price of
one with a different, coordinating pattern on
each side. This hand-crafted,  American-made

beauty will take you back to
a simpler time.

only

25$ 00
+ S&H

(PLUS sizes available)

To order, contact
Lucy Tangrady at 208-850-5553

or by email at ltangrady@aol.com
1/07

1/07

675-1681675-1681

Financing Available O.A.C.

FREE
ESTIMATE

ON
COMPLETE UN IT

CHANGE OUTS

CUPID’S SPECIAL

5500$

SERVICE
CALL

(EXCLUDING WEEKENDS)

WE ACCEPT

MOST COMPETITORS’

COUPONS

CALL FOR DETAILS

Let Cupid’s Arrow Keep You Warm
in Winter and Cool in Summer

1/07

cvail@mw-ins.com

Local Ranchos
Resident

• Yard cleanups 
& hauling

• Lawn & garden
service

• Maintenance
• Weekly & 

monthly service
• Weed control

1/07

1/
07

Madera Ranchos Assembly of God
NW Corner of RD 36 & AVE 13 1/2

Office 645-0716
Sunday
Kid’s Church.............8:30 & 10:30 a.m.
Worship........8:30, 10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
Adult Sunday School...........10:30 a.m.

Tuesday
Adrenaline Youth..............7 - 8:30 p.m.

Wednesday......................7 - 8:30 p.m.
Worship Service
Royal Rangers (Boys 5-17)
Missionettes (Girls 5-17)
Rainbows (Boys & Girls 3-4)
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1/07

1/07

Prestige  Grooming
Professional quality grooming • By appointment only

PAMPER YOUR PET

447-9424
7277 Blackstone, Suite 103 • Fresno

1/07

this Valentine’s Day!

You’re Somebody Here.

Madera
413 W. Yosemite Ave.

662-2800

River Park
80 E. Nees
446-6350

You’re Not Just Anybody -

1/07

Service Schedule 
Sunday 10 a.m. & 6 p.m. 

3rd Monday of the Month 7 p.m. Manna Link Food Distribution 
For needy families.  Everyone Welcome!

Tuesday 7 p.m. Life Connections Home Groups   Thursday 7:30 p.m. Family Night
RE-Generation Youth Group—Generation NeXt Children's Ministry

Nursery Provided Ages 0-3 yrs. Sunday and Thursday Services

Senior Pastors Bernard & Linda Morris/ Resident Pastors Stoney & Amy Berna

On the corner of  Ave.15 and Monreal

The Lighthouse
Christian Fellowship

15048 Monreal Rd. Madera, CA 93638 559-645-0722

1/07



Sand • Fill Sand • Plaster Sand • Base 
Base Rock  • Fill Dirt • Cobblestone Rock • Rock Dust

Crushed Rock  • Top Soil
1/2 Crushed Rock • 3/4 Crushed Rock

UNDER NEWMANAGEMENT

C&C Trucking • 479-0055
1/

07

““HHOOMMEE  OOFF  TTHHEE  BBIIGG  RROOLLLL””

30%  -  60%  Everyday  Savings
1820  E.  McKinley  (Near  Blackstone)  445-00206

1/
07
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674-1663
14794 Hwy 41

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976

1/07

Always high quality at good prices! 645-0421 or 479-1321

Residential & Commercial
• New Roofs
• Re-roofs
• Specialized in Repairs
• Roof Certification
• Roof Inspection
• Gutters
• Continuous Gutters
• Sky Lights - Sun Tunnels

Lic# 814909
Call for details. 

Locally Ownedand Operated

with any complete 
reroof or new roof

Up to 60 feet
CONTINUOUS GUTTERS

FREE

1/
07

AArree  yyoouu  ttiirreedd??  WWoorrnn  oouutt??
BBuurrnneedd  oouutt  oonn  rreelliiggiioonn??

CCoommee  aanndd  jjooiinn  uuss!!

“Come to me. Get away with me and you’ll recover your life. I’ll show
you how to take a real rest. Walk with me and work with me -- watch
how I do it. Learn the unforced rhythms of grace. I won’t lay anything
heavy or ill-fitting on you.”

Service Times: Sunday 9 a.m.  --  OYG Youth
7th --  12th grade

Sunday 9 a.m.  --  Milk & Cookies with the pastor
2 yrs. old  --  6th grade

Sunday 10 a.m. --  Worship for all ages
11 a.m. --  Sunday School for ages 4 - 12

& nursery 0 - 3
11 a.m. --  Sermon

Telephone: 559-431-6833
Office Hours: Arranged

Jesus Christ
Matthew 11:28-29

The Message

10204 Highway 41 • On the Hwy 41 frontage road between Ave. 10 and 10 1/2

1/
07

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday 
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM 

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only

$20 OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast
Results

CALL NOW!

1/
07

Call HomeInstead Job Line 265-3110

Help a senior with non-medical help,
light housework, companionship,
errands and more. 
Car required. 24-hour shifts available.

Be a Valentine to a Senior this Year

1/07

Senior Report

By Eleanore Burchell

The Ranchos/Hills Senior Center,
located at 37330 Berkshire, would like to
start 2007 by thanking the local Ranchos
businesses and the community who have
supported us this past year with their dona-
tions for our raffles, etc. We truly appreci-
ate your help!

Winter brings snow and snow flakes.
Do you realize every friend is like a snow
flake: unique in beauty and design. Each
sparkles in a different way – some are
playful, some refined – but unlike fragile
snowflakes that fade when the sun
appears, friends grow yet more beautiful
with every passing year! We would like to
extend an invitation and a sincere wel-
come to anyone who needs a friend to
come to the Senior Center and acquaint
themselves with us. There are really nice,
friendly people here and, like the
snowflakes, some funny – some refined.

The next monthly sale will be held on
Saturday, Feb. 3, 8 a.m. – noon. This is the
perfect time of year to plant trees and shrubs
as they absorb the shock of transplanting
best when the weather is cool. We would
like to encourage you to come in and check
out the varieties. Bake, cookbook and bou-
tique sales are found in the main building.
The Treasure House will be open and filled
with new sale items. New produce is com-
ing daily. As of today, we have lemons,
oranges, tangerines and persimmons. We
still have pomegranate jelly. We don’t want
you to lose your habit of coming in to see us
so remember the plants and boutique sec-
tions are available Monday through Friday 9
a.m. to 1 p.m., Tuesdays, 6 to 9 p.m. when
BINGO starts up again, and Thursday
evenings between 6 and 9 p.m.

The January Birthday and
Anniversary Luncheon will be held at 1
p.m. at Denny’s, corner of Blackstone and
Herndon in Fresno, on Jan. 15. Twenty-
seven hungry seniors gathered for the
December Birthday and Anniversary
Celebration on Dec. 1 at Cat’s in the
Madera Ranchos.

Bring your questions and medications
to Karla and Melody of the Madera
County Health Department on Wednesday,
Jan. 24 from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Call 675-
7893 to make an appointment with them.

Remember Tuesday BINGO Night
will start up again on January 23.

Laughter is a lot of fun, good for your
body and soul. If you need someone to
laugh with, come join our Thursday
evening potlucks with games played after-
wards. There is a lot of fun here.

Helpful Hints
To convert a Fahrenheit temperature

to a Centigrade do the following: a) sub-
tract 32, b) multiply by 5 and c) divide by
9. To convert Centigrade to Fahrenheit, do
the following: a) multiply by 9, b) divide
by 5, and c) add 32. 

More Facts and Fun
A nutritionally balanced lunch program

Monday through Friday 11:30 a.m. Suggested
price for 60 years and older is $1.75.
Reservations are needed a day in advance so
remember to call Joann at 645-4864.

There is still room in the well-attend-
ed exercise class on Monday, Wednesday
and Fridays, 10:15 – 11:30 a.m. The Line
Dancing class will resume on Thursday,
January 11 at 1 p.m. This combines fun
and exercise. You need not be a member to
attend these classes. The attendance has
been growing but there is always room for
one more – you!

Remember BINGO will soon be held
again every Tuesday from  5:30 to 9 p.m.

Up and Coming Events
January 15, 1 p.m. Birthday and

Anniversary Celebration, Denny’s located
on the Northeast corner of Blackstone and
Herndon in Fresno

January 24, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Madera Co. Public Health Nurses, call
675-7893 for appointment.

January 25, 6 p.m. Monthly potluck
with a soup/stew theme followed with
Hand and Foot, Pinochle or other games.

February 3, Monthly sale, 8 a.m. to noon.
Weekly Events

Monday through Friday Lunch
Program, 11:30 a.m. (Reservations need-
ed, call Joann 645-4864).

Monday, Exercise Class, 10:15 – 11:30 a.m.
Tuesday, Pinochle, noon until ???
Tuesday, BINGO, 5:30 to 9 p.m. (Hot

dogs, hamburgers, desserts and more available).
Wednesday, Exercise Class, 10:15 – 11:30 a.m.
Wednesday, noon to 1 p.m. Card BINGO.
Wednesday, 3:30 – 5:30 p.m.

Watercolor Painting Class.
Thursday, 1 p.m. Line Dancing Class.
Thursday, 6 to 9 p.m. Potluck then Hand

and Foot, Pinochle or other games (Please
bring your own plate and silverware).

Friday, Exercise Class, 10:15 – 11:30 a.m.
We have shared data regarding our

Senior Center with you. We welcome you
to come and be one of us as our organiza-
tion offers and promotes social, education-
al and civic activities in order to provide a
better quality of life for all senior citizens.
You have received an invitation. Hope to
see you soon?

Make a Friend at Senior Center
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Vision Statement
Golden Valley Unified School District is committed to creating and maintaining

an innovative learning community based in excellence.

Mission Statement
The mission of Golden Valley Unified School District is to provide our students

the means to achieve to their highest potential within a caring, secure environment.

We all have dreams and one of mine was to live and work
in a coastal area before I retired. When I was asked if I would
be interested in the Superintendent’s position in Monterey
Peninsula Unified School District, needless to say I felt my
dream had become a reality. However, the decision to consider
the position was not done hastily because I have really enjoyed
my work in Golden Valley. I have many regrets in leaving at this
time but opportunities do not always come in our timeframes.

The Golden Valley community has been very supportive
and truly cares about the education and the future of the chil-
dren. I continue to be amazed at how the community pulls
together to meet the needs of the school district and the stu-
dents. While it hasn’t always been easy, it has been rewarding
to work with such a great staff as we have overcome the challenges together for the ben-
efit of the students. The District is flourishing and has an exciting future. I am very proud
of the District staff and the accomplishments we have achieved together over the past
three and a half years.

To ensure that the District continues to progress the Board of Trustees moved swift-
ly to hire an Interim Superintendent. After interviewing several candidates the Board
selected Mrs. Violet (Vi) Chuck as the Interim Superintendent. She is very excited to
serve in this role. Her experience and strong leadership qualities will be a real asset to
Golden Valley during this time while the Board searches for the next Superintendent.
The Board will be selecting an executive search firm in February to recruit the next
Superintendent of Golden Valley. Mrs. Chuck has already been in the District and we
have developed a transition plan to work together through Feb. 2, my last day in Golden
Valley.

Our family will be maintaining a home in Fresno for several years until my husband
retires and we will be commuting between the coast and valley. I have made many life
long friends among the staff and community and I will continue to be in touch with you.

I feel fortunate to have served as Superintendent of Golden Valley Unified School
District. Thank you for the opportunity to be part of your community and work with your
children. It has been an honor and a privilege.

GVUSD Superintendent Shepherd
Thanks the Ranchos Community

Dr. Marilyn Shepherd

A native of Southern California, I was educated in the
Los Angeles Unified Public School system from kinder-
garten through to the twelfth grade and graduated from
University of California at Los Angeles (UCLA) with a
Bachelor of Science Degree and teaching credential. My first
teaching assignment was in a third/fourth combination class
at Loyola Elementary School in west Los Angeles. I have
always had the desire to teach school, I thoroughly enjoyed
the initial years of my teaching career.

I moved to the Central Valley with my husband and
raised three children in this area and they have since left the
central valley.

My career in education spans 36 years of a rewarding
experience and an opportunity to make a difference in the lives of children. After stay-
ing home for a couple of years, I felt the need to return to teaching, so I started with a
part-time teaching position in a small rural elementary school district. This was a half-
day kindergarten class and the following year I went full time and taught additional
periods of eighth grade classes. I soon became a resource teacher for students with dif-
ficulty in mastering the English language and fluent reading skills. Analyzing assess-
ment data for individualized instruction for these students resulted in success in these
cases.

After obtaining a Masters Degree from California State University, Fresno, along
with my Administrative Credential, I served several years as an elementary principal
in Firebaugh USD and after the district’s unification, as an interim high school prin-
cipal. I moved on to be the Coordinator of Special Projects overseeing all state and
federal categorical programs and later became the Assistant Superintendent of
Curriculum and Instruction responsible for the K-12 curriculum. Interspersed along
the way, I had the opportunity to learn the business of school financing and eventual-

Interim Superintendent Greets Ranchos

Violet Chuck

Please see CHUCK on P. 14

Travis Brown and Marissa Moreno
were honored on Dec. 7 by the Madera
County Child Abuse Prevention Council
(MCCAPC) Luncheon. The council
requested that the schools in Madera
County nominate students who have
overcome personal obstacles and whose
accomplishments might be overlooked
through standard school award cere-
monies. Students received a $50 gift card
from Wal-Mart, an achievement award

from MCCAPC and Me-n-Ed’s Pizzeria,
and were served lunch as well.

Both students were excited and
reported to Ranchos Middle School
Principal Pinkard that this was the first
time that they had ever received an award
and were anxious to go shopping.

Dr. Julie O’Kane, former MUSD
superintendent, presented the awards.
The parents were also invited and attend-
ed the awards ceremony.

Ranchos Middle Schoolers Honored

Travis Brown (left) and Marissa Moreno were honored at a luncheon by the Madera
County Child Abuse Prevention Council for overcoming personal obstacles.

Sierra View Elementary School is a hap-
pening, vibrant, hardworking and exciting
place to be! Sierra View teachers and students
have been very busy this past trimester. The
annual Christmas Program, a 3rd and 2nd
Grade Field Trip to the Discovery Center, The
Jog-a-Thon, the 5th Grade field trip to the
Challenger Aviation Center, Santa’s
Workshop, the 1st Grade Grandparents’
Celebration, the 3rd grade classroom produc-
tions, Donuts with Dad, science activities, a
4th grade Field Trip to Sacramento on the
Amtrak Train, Red Ribbon Day Celebrations,

a Halloween Parade, Monthly Upper Grade
Character Counts Rallies, a Kindergarten
Circus, art projects and giving the Principal a
haircut for reaching Jog-a-Thon goals are just
a few of the awesome events that have taken
place at Sierra View.

We are very excited about Sierra View’s
improved test scores and improved API! We
are so proud of our hardworking Panthers!

Sierra View Elementary is Happening!

UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
GOLDEN VALLEY

Sierra View Principal Scott Tefft gets a light
trim at the hands of students for hitting a Jog-
a-Thon goal.

Donuts with Dad was also a big hit with the
kids (and with the dads too!).
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ly served my last ten years in the Firebaugh-Las Deltas Unified School District as the
District Superintendent.

Upon retirement from the public school system, two educators and I formed a
non-profit organization, Educare Services, Inc., to provide state subsidized preschool
programs to families in the central valley who cannot afford to enroll their children
in quality fee-based preschools. Our organization now operates ten preschool sites in
Fresno and Kings County. Our goal is to give young children the foundation they
need to develop a lifetime of learning in an enjoyable, nurturing educational envi-
ronment. This is the zenith of my lifetime’s endeavor to support the community and
serve its children.

In fall of 2002, I was recruited by the director of CSBA Executive Search
Services to join their team as a consultant for school districts in their search for super-
intendents.

During the last two years, I have joined Springboard Schools as an external con-
sultant to school districts in the Central Valley to assist in raising student achieve-
ment. It is a challenging mission, however, it is extremely rewarding when students
succeed.

CHUCK con’t. from P. 13

Student Leaders at Webster
Webster Elementary School is starting a

Student Leadership Team. The team will con-
sist of one classroom representative from each
class in third to sixth
grades. From these
representatives a
Pres-ident, Vice
Pres-ident and other
positions will be
elected.

The Lead-
ership Team will
mainly have the
responsibility of
developing and
running student
activities at
Webster. These activities will be competitive
in nature, by having classrooms compete
against each other from the first grade class-

es to the sixth grade classes. The events will
be held during the morning and lunch recess-
es. The Leadership Team will also be

involved in report-
ing to the School
Board, reporting
to the Webster
Parent Teacher
Club and helping
with events in the
future, such as
Webster’s annual
carnival. The
Leadership Team
is directed by Mr.
Hammack and is
funded by

Webster Parent Teacher Club. We are look-
ing forward to some fun events and compet-
itive games. Go Wolverines!

A group of young leaders get ready to take the
reins of responsibility for all of the student activities
at Webster Elementary.

Girls soccer at Liberty High School has
kicked off and the season progresses through
February with games on Jan. 26 and 30 and
then a final game on Feb. 9 ... 

... and Girls basketball is in full swing at
Liberty High as the Ladyhawks finish out their
season with games on Jan. 25 and 30, and then
again Feb. 2, 6, 8, 13 and 15 ... 

... while the Boys soccer team keeps up the
pressure on its opponents with games on Jan.
26 and 30, and then again Feb. 2, 6 and 9. For
more details call Liberty High at 645-3500.

Join us for lunch on the 
Madera Wine Trail  

February 10-11, 2007
May 18-19, 2007

Birdstone Winery 
Just north of Avenue 9 on Road 36

The Night the Stars Come Out
Annual Dinner Gala 

Honoring 
Golden Valley STAR Educators 

STAR Service Educators 
Students of Promise 

Save The Date 
Saturday March 24, 2007

Evening attire — black tie optional
for more information call the GVUSD Office at 645-7500
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Children’s Hospital patients were the recipients of huge envelopes full of games,
crafts and activity sheets that were created by Independence High School students. The
Independence High School visit was in conjunction with a performance of holiday music
by the Children’s Musical Theater Works of Fresno and was planned to raise the spirits
of hospital patients and staff for the holiday season. Many patients were able to come
out of their hospital rooms for the performance and visit where they were greeted by
Independence students.

Independence High School Students
Spread Cheer at Children’s Hospital 

UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
GOLDEN VALLEY

Team captains Matt Escarcega,
Garrett Vanni, Nolan Doss and Chris
Avila are making sure that the Liberty
Hawk wrestlers are ready to defend
their League Championship. Last year,
Vanni was the only Hawk wrestler to
advance to the State Championship.
This year the Hawks look to improve
on those numbers. Vanni is currently
ranked fifth in the Central Section in
his weight class with a 16-2 record. He
recently placed fourth at the Coast
Classic in Scotts Valley. Doss is ranked
seventh in the Central Section. He
placed fifth at the Coast Classic and has
a 10-5 record.

The Hawks will now shift their
focus on dual meets before hosting the
League Championship at Liberty High
School Feb. 10.

LHS Wrestlers
Working for
League Repeat

By Tyler A. Takeda

The Liberty Hawk varsity boys bas-
ketball team was one of the busiest
teams over the winter break. Heading
into the break and coming out of the
break, the Hawks played 13 games and
compiled an impressive 9-4 record with
a second and third place finish in tourna-
ments. The Hawks advanced to the
Championship game of the South San
Francisco Tournament and lost to
Hillsdale 68-52. Cameron Crump aver-
aged 17 point per game and Chris
Norman averaged 16.6 points per game
and both were named to the All-
Tournament team.

At the Hawks Classic, played before
the winter break, the Hawks advanced to

the third place game with a 2-1 record.
They captured the third place title when
Norman drained a three-pointer as the
buzzer sounded for a 39-38 win over
Division 2 Redwood. Sophomore point
guard Will Lee was named to the All-

Tourney team. The Hawks won their
pool at the CVC Tournament with three
straight wins. However, they lost to host
CVC 70-56 in the quarterfinals. Norman,
who averaged 20 points per game, was
named to the All-Tourney team.

Coming out of the break, the Hawks
defeated Mendota 63-57 behind three
players with double-figure scoring.
Norman led the Hawks with 18 points
and Crump added 12. Chris Gonzales
recorded a double-double with 13 points
and 10 rebounds. The Hawks most
recently defeated the undermanned
Tranquility Tigers 75-32. Every player
scored in the game led by Crump’s 17.
Norman added 13 while Jeff Avedesian
and Gonzales scored 10 points. Mitch
Kochergen added nine for the Hawks. 

Liberty Boys Basketball Busy Over Winter Break

Liberty  High  Sports
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Realistic  &  EEffective
Self-DDefense  Training

Kids  & Adults

World  Recognized
BBlack  BBelt    Certification

GGoollddeenn  VVaalllleeyy  MMaarrttiiaall  AArrttss

Coonntact  Master  JJoohnnsoonn 559-917-5262www.goldenvalleymartialarts.com
email: info@masterjohnson.com

Small  Classes
Individual  
Instruction

Limited  School
Population

12/06

Free Estimates • Lic.# 814909
645-0421 or 479-1321

Don’t Get Caught In The Rain!

1/07

CONTINUOUS
GUTTERS

TRUCKING 645-5363
Chad Harr

CA# 142100

Fill Dirt • Topsoil • Humus • Bark • Chips • River Rock 
Crushed Rock • Base Rock • Rock Dust • Cobble Stone

Driveway Base • Fill Sand • Washed Sand • Plaster Sand

1/07

1/07

On Thursday, Jan. 11, Congressman
George Radanovich’s wife, Ethie, was
diagnosed with ovarian cancer. She under-
went surgery on Friday, Jan. 12, at
Washington Hospital Center in
Washington, D.C., and is now recuperating.

“As one might expect, Congressman
Radanovich has focused his full attention
on his family over the past several days,”
said Ted Maness, Chief of Staff to
Congressman Radanovich. “Anyone who
knows the Congressman knows how
strongly he feels about the importance of
family, and his family obviously is his top
priority during this difficult time. As a
result, the Congressman missed some floor
votes. He has resumed a limited work
schedule, but much of his attention will
continue to be focused on helping Ethie
during her recovery.”

Maness further stated that
Congressman Radanovich and his family
were dealing with a health issue that, unfor-
tunately, many other families throughout
the country are also dealing.

“Congressman Radanovich under-

stands his position as a public figure, but he
respectfully requests that he and his family
be allowed to deal with this situation in a
private manner,” Maness said. He added
that Radanovich thanks his friends and sup-
porters for keeping Ethie and the
Radanovich family in their thoughts and
prayers.

The National Ovarian Cancer
Coalition estimates that one woman in 58
will develop ovarian cancer during her life-
time, and the American Cancer Society esti-
mates that there are some 20,180 new cases
of ovarian cancer diagnosed each year.
Because of those alarming statistics, the
Congressman is urging women to talk to
their doctors about ovarian cancer, particu-
larly because its symptoms are subtle and
hard to pinpoint.

For more information on ovarian
and other forms of cancer, Congressman
Radanovich urges people to visit the
American Cancer Society’s website at
www.cancer.org or the National Ovarian
Cancer Coalition’s website at
www.ovarian.org.

Radanovich’s Wife Recovering
From Ovarian Cancer Surgery

Survival rates for ovarian cancer are
significantly increased when diagnosed
early, yet it is difficult to diagnose because it
often has mild or no symptoms during this
period. Also, routine gynecological exami-
nations and Pap smears cannot diagnose this
disease.

The most common symptom is back
pain, sometimes accompanied by:

• Fatigue 
• Bloating 
• Constipation 
• Abdominal pain 

• Urgent need to urinate 
In more advanced stages symptoms

may include:
• Swelling of the abdomen for a pro-

longed period (due to fluid accumulation or
a mass) 

• Abdominal cramping 
• Abnormal vaginal bleeding 
• Leg pain 
It is important to note that many of these

symptoms can be caused by other, less seri-
ous disorders, so contact your gynecologist if
you are having these or other symptoms.

Ovarian Cancer Symptoms
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Business Directory
VELVET TOUCH 

CAR WASH
&

DETAIL

645-6630
37075 AVE. 12 • MADERA RANCHOS

479-0055
C&C Trucking

Sand • Fill Sand • Plaster Sand • Base 
Base Rock  • Fill Dirt • Cobblestone Rock
• Rock Dust • Crushed Rock • Top Soil

1/2 Crushed Rock • 3/4 Crushed Rock
37221 Ave. 12 Maywood Center

645-1202

DVD • VHS • GAMES 
Movies, Shipping and More

TAKE
TWO

VIDEO

B.M.T.
Computer Repair

(559) 917-4507
• Sales & Service

• In-Home Service
Sé Habla Español

Microsoft Cerified Pro

Retired FPD 26 yr.
Ca. Lic.#79328

Certifications:
A+/Network +

Thomas Valdez Computer Tech.

Professional 
Dog Training

Vikki Campbell
Member A.P.D.T.

email: forloveofdogs@sbcglobal.net

For the Love of Dogs
• Private/Group Training
• Behavior Consultation 

(559) 645-4351
SERVING THE VALLEY FOR OVER 35 YEARS

RRaanncchhooss  AAuuttoo  RReeppaaiirr
&&  CChhuucckk’’ss  TTrraannssmmiissssiioonn

12090 Rd. 37 1/2 • Madera

645-44475

We specialize in transmission
repair and service work.

We now do A/C
service and repair.

Auto, Truck, Motorhome, 
4x4, Automatic/Standard 

Commercial/Residential 
with my material or yours 

specializing in ceramic tile flooring

ceramic tile • hardwood • laminate

license #591468   

(559) 994-5908

Expert installation – 
over 20 yrs experience

Madera Ranchos
Corner of Ave. 12 & Maywood

Ask for Carlos or Niomi
Free installation on your level land.

645-0518 or 645-1419

Double Car Port 18 x 21 $895.00

• Cleanups
(Brush, Trash, All Other Cleanups)

• Tear Out • Many Other Jobs
• Construction Site • Light Demolition

• Light Concrete Hauling
Call Danny Powell at

559-363-0805 or
559-281-4696

All projects expertly and
professionally completed

Danny’s

Ever Growing For Your Needs

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Business Pager

Wayne Jones

645-8528    263-7864

Valley  Green
Hydroseeding

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION

YOU DESERVE

209-742-2251
Gary Suggs

Balance is the key to performance

AFA Certified
Farrier

All phases of farrier science with attention to detail

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801

645-1570

Store hours:
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30

Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

Mobile Notary and 
Loan Document Signing
Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
338811-55887799

Notary in the
Ranchos!

Notary in the
Ranchos!

FARM EQUIPMENT • FENCES
TRAILERS • GENERAL WELDING

ANY WELDING NEEDS
AROUND THE HOME

645-5287
Scott Gambill

WELDING
SSEERRVVIICCEE

SSCCOOTTTT’’SS  PPOORRTTAABBLLEE

645-1212
HOME LOANS
37144 AVE. 12 #103 • MADERA RANCHOS

Make an
appointment
with relief!

call 559-222-FEET    

Christy Prater, CNRT

Neuropathy & More ...
Foot Therapy

(222-3338)

CCAALLLL  BBOOBB

• LOT DISCING • SAND • GRAVEL • 
• ROCK • BASE ROCK • GRADING •

• HOUSE PADS •DRIVEWAYS •
• COBBLES • HUMUS • BARK •

289-1743

Cruises • Flights
Vacation Packages

Hotels
www.ranchostravel.com

645-1120 or 270-2444

Office: 559-645-1102
Cell: 559-246-6688
36946 Ave. 12 #B

Madera Ranchos, CA 93636

DARLENE FUQUA
Sales Associate and Notary Public

Charisse Lindsay Stindt

36711A Ave. 12 • Madera

(559) 645-4124

Auto • Home • Life
DISCOUNTS

Lic#0616281

ROGER PRATER
CONCRETE

Residential & Commercial
38 years experience

Lic. # 599235

(559) 645-0911
(559) 645-0916

Fast Refunds
RALs
Authorized IRS
E-File Provider

Tax Preparers PPlluuss!!

559-645-0972
Madera Ranchos

“Same day
tax prep”

AWNINGS
& Lonas Del Valle

559-313-8407

Specializing in Awnings
Recovers • Repairs Tarps • Lonas 

License #B0006328

3912 N. Hayston

Fresno, CA 93726

(559) 227-5959

fax (559) 227-5960

Fresno Madera

www.elainesanimalinn.com

40373 Brickyard Dr.

Madera, CA 93636

(559) 432-5959

fax (559) 432-5616

Residential Sales
Real Estate Investments

License Training
Cell 706-3162
559-297-3770
559-297-3776

office

fax

Kellner & Sons’ Properties
Tom Kellner
owner/broker

Claudia
Fletcher

(559)
297-5348

www.clovisart.com/claudiafletcher.htm

Beautiful
& Lifelike

Original, Custom
Murals & Portraits

“Creating Meaningful Funerals
that Celebrate Life”

Licenses FD #1697  FDR #2053  EMB #8488  

662-8825
801 E. Yosemite, Madera

ANK
Quality Exteriors, Inc.

General Contractor Lic. #669920
Bonded & Insured

559-645-1392
Vinyl Siding • Gutters • Patio Covers/Lattice
Attic & Wall Insulation • Dual Pane Windows

Garage Doors • Textured Coatings

CONSUMER  FINANCING
PROGRAMS

TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • WINDOW

TEXTURED COATING
SPECIALIST

FRANK KRAMER
INSURED

LIC. #273099

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113

WALK-INS AVAILABLE
THURSDAY - SATURDAY

CALL FOR APPOINTMENT
MEN • WOMEN • CHILDREN

Gus & Co.
Salon37221 Ave. 12

645-0197
permanent makeup

manicurist
hair salon color, cuts

& highlights

YAMAHA

645-4545

Motorcycle & ATV
Repairs

A Division of Premiere Powersports, Inc. 

Hwy. 99 and Ave. 12

99
AUTHORIZED DEALER

LANDSCAPING
QUESTIONS?

for info on
consultations call

645-7606
37476 Ave. 12 • Madera

FERNWOOD 
NURSERY
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Real Estate

NEED MORE
SPACE?

barns big and small,
covers or shop buildings

POLE BARNS BY
S.J. LEACH CONSTRUCTION

POLE BARNS BY
S.J. LEACH CONSTRUCTION

many sizes and colors
from which to choose

559-269-1956559-269-1956
CCL #526211CCL #526211

1/07

Nothing   increases   energy  efficiency
while reducing outside noise like award-
winning  Milgard  replacement  windows.
Locally made  and  serviced,  Milgard of-
fers an industry leading lifetime guarantee.
If your home is ready for a makeover, call
your certified Milgard dealer today.

SAVE ENERGY!

559-673-3583
CONTACT US TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

Madera Glass & Mirror Co.
1825 Howard Rd.
Madera, CA 93637

The Milgard Makeover

Clearly a beautiful offer.

BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME!
REDUCE STREET NOISE!

1/
07

Turn Your HOUSE into a DREAM HOME

645-4113
350 OFF00$

W/COUPON EXP. 2/28/07
AANNYY CCOOAATTIINNGG JJOOBB

with TEX•COTE instead of paint

• Trenching
• Sand Blasting
• Patch
• Primer
• Tex Cote
• Paint Trim 1/

07

Frank Kramer Exteriors

New custom near Liberty High on 1.25 acres. Features an open great room with vault-
ed ceilings and spacious kitchen with a breakfast bar. An isolated bedroom and bath-
room are perfect for guests. Master suite has two closets and Jack & Jill bathrooms
between bedrooms. There’s a nice utility room and pantry and a finished 2-car garage.

Call the listing office for all of the amenities of any of these properties

3 Bed 
2 Ba.

$459,000
12336 Waverly

Beautiful park-like yard makes this home a showcase. Just updated kitchen features porce-
lain counters and floors, maple cabinets and lots of storage. Living and family rooms as
well as eating area in kitchen and larger dining area. Master suite features French doors to
back yard and tons of decorator charm. Sheds, RV parking and mature landscaping.

431-7060 or 645-5450
call Paul Sobaje at Continental Realty

5 Bed 
3 Ba.

$580,000
17194 Mark Road

4 Bed 
3 Ba.

$429,000
36027 Ruth

Over 2,500 sq. ft. on 2.25 acres zoned for horses. Great location features vaulted ceilings
and brick fireplace, dining nook and great 50’s-style game room. Kitchen has two breakfast
bars, pantry and new flooring.  Yard has covered patio and pool w/waterfall and diving
board. Over 70 trees on property w/fenced horse enclosure, all just 15 minutes from Fresno.

3 Bed 
2 Ba.

$499,000
34922 Avenue 13 1/4

Beautiful brand new home on 2.25 acres zoned for horses. Vaulted ceilings, fire-
place, double door entry, vinyl windows and more. Open floor plan with great room,
dining room and huge kitchen. Master suite has two huge closets and a spa tub in
bath. Covered rear patio and front porch. Large 3-car garage. MUST SEE!

3 Bed 
2 Ba.

$419,000
36757 Fender

Brand new Continental Custom home. Over 2,000 sq. ft. and features 10 ft. ceilings,
custom tile, crown molding, 8 ft. tall doors, decorative ceiling fans and lighting.
Kohler sinks and faucets, great room w/gas firplace, bay window in dining room and
granite in kitchen. Master suite has huge walk-in closet and a spa tub.

Continental Realty
P•R•E•S•E•N•T•S

1/07

The Ranchos Independent

1/07

John Herrera, Realtor

559-217-8947

I have lived in the Ranchos for 27 years. Currently, I am a
member of Ranchos Kiwanis and am a retired law enforce-
ment officer. I am a member of the Fresno and Madera
Multiple Listing Services. Call me and I will explain our mar-
keting programs which start at 2%. If you or anyone you know
is buying a home locally or elsewhere, I am a relocation spe-
cialist. The most important things in your house are the peo-
ple. I don’t sell houses, I work with people. You can search for
homes at www.anyquestions.info. Give me a call today.
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Real Estate
Nancy Watson

645-5000
The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

Nancy has been a Ranchos resident for 28 years and a full-time Real Estate Agent serving
the Ranchos for over 17 years. She is a member of the Madera and Fresno Multiple Listing
Service and is well known as a Top Producer. If you are interested in finding out the value
of your home or know someone looking for a home, Nancy can help. Let the dedicated,
experienced agent work for “You!”

1/07

A ranchos resident for 20 years, I am a full-time professional agent dedicated to 
serving our community’s Real Estate needs. Allow me to show you how stress-free sell-
ing or buying a home can be. I worry with the details so YOU don’t have to! Call me
today or visit me on the Web and allow me to demonstrate how I can serve you.

DAVID PARKER

490-1989
www.davidparker.info

Realtor Associate

1/07

1/
07

Buying?
Selling?

Relocation?

“A local resident in the Bonadelle Ranchos for the last six years, I am
also a member of the Fresno Multiple Listing Service.”

Judy Hart, Realtor

Judy  Hart,  Realtor • 559-479-1429 • onesterileort@hotmail.com 

No one works harder
than Judy Hart to make your

home ownership dreams come true.
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SIERRA REALTORS

“No Excuses Just Results”

41428 Ave. 10 1/2 Ste.B
Madera, CA 93638

Oscar Anaya
Senior Loan Officer

645-75401/
07

17308 Road 37
Newer custom home on 2.25± acres.
5BD/3BAw/tons of upgrades including gran-
ite countertops, huge jetted tub, vaulted ceil-
ings, his/her closets and large 4-car garage.
View this home today!                $599,950

1/07

RANCHOS MORTGAGE

37193 Ave. 12, Ste. 3D
Madera Ranchos

INFO@RANCHOSMORTGAGE.COM
645-5219

We are your neighborhood mortgage com-
pany located in the Maywood Center, here to
serve all your home loan needs. At Ranchos

Mortgage you can always expect honesty
and professionalism.

Locally Owned 

and Operated

1/07

Locally owned and operated, we’re open 
Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

We are also available after hours and on weekends
by appointment for your convenience.

Patty Grissom - Branch Owner Jean-Ann Ward - Loan Specialist Linda Mathews - Loan Specialist

Some of the programs available:

• No money down First Time Homebuyer 
• Refinance cash out/debt consolidation

• One-time close construction loan
• Fixed, ARMs and interest only

• No Income Verification Program
• Credit problems and bankruptcy, OK

1.3 ACRES 3 BD/2BA @ 18692 Rhine
Dr. New wiring, plumbing & tile
counters, covered patio. Property
backs on an orchard. 60x30 insulat-
ed/heated shop w/office. $395,000.

398+ acres. Ave. 15 west of Rd. 35.
$19,500/acre. Long range develop-
ment. Williamson Act now. Full par-
cel Only. Owner/Agent Related.

1+ ac. corner lot on Ave. 12.
Commercial zoning in
progress. $500,000.

We have buyers for orchards. If you
would like to sell, please call us.
Land advertised here, and ones we
are negotiating on, are great invest-
ment opportunities. Give us a call
and let us talk with you about
investment opportunities.

Kellner & Sons’ Properties • 559-297-3770

1/07

REDUCED! AVE.11 at RD 35 - 36 ac.of
grazing land near Valley Teen Ranch.
Corner parcel, Williamson Act, ag use
only for now. Owner/Agent $800,000.

Tom Kellner Owner/Broker
559-706-3162 cell • www.kellnerproperties.com

Land

GREAT PROPERTY/GREAT PRICE - 3
BD/2BA @ 36954 Sparta. RV parking,
newer comp roof, freshly painted
in/out, security alarm, sprinklers
front/back. Many extras. $299,000.

Homes
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Alteration Service

Molly’s Alterations - tailoring, repairs,
and leathers. Fast service. Located at
36619 Ave. 12 or call 645-5527.

For Sale

For Sale – Vance & Hines 2 into 1 perf.
exhaust for Yamaha Roadstar $195
o.b.o. H.D. Lumber rack for long bed
$100. Wanted - Box scraper. Call 645-
5848.

For Sale – Horses AQHA Registered
horses for sale. Call (559) 645-5290 or
(559) 304-5073.

For Sale - Fireplace insert in excellent
condition. $400. Call 645-4178.

For Sale – Dining Room Set - solid cher-
rywood. Double pedestal table with 2
leaves, 6 chairs, china cabinet, all dove-
tailed drawers. Never used. In boxes.
Cost $9k, Sacrifice $2375. Call 277-
2511.

For Sale – 2006 Pool Table. Never used
w/accessories, warranty, can deliver. Cost
$4k. Sacrifice $1,195. Call 559-447-
5066.

For Sale - 2006 Hot Tub, never used!
Loaded, 33 jets, ozone, waterfall and
therapy seats, Brand new! Cost $7,600.
Sacrifice $3,475. Call 559-360-9047.

For Sale -7 pc. Bedroom Set. Solid cher-
ry wood, sleigh bed, nightstand, TV
armoire, chest. All dovetail, Ethan Allen
quality. New in box. Cost $8k. Sacrifice
$1,875. Call 559-438-0248.

For Sale –1 Brand New Queen Pillow-top
mattress/box. Cost $600, sacrifice $195.
King cost $295. Never used in plastic-
Must Move! Call 559-230-0486.

Gutter Service

The Gutter Doctor specializing in both
continuous and standard rain gutters.
Unusual jobs. Air conditioning service
also avail. Yearly cleaning. 29 years
working in the area. Call 559-822-2759.

Handyman Service

Rancho Handyman - when you need a
helping hand then you need the Rancho
Handyman. Whether the job is big or
small the Handyman can do it all. Call
Ohan for estimates. Now available: house
painting. Call 645-6924.

Help Wanted

Help Wanted – Looking for in-home help.
Will do light housework and help the lady
of the house. Call 645-1200.

Help Wanted – Tina’s Day Care, where
learning is fun! Educational enrichment

program for your pre-schooler has a full
time opening. Call 645-0834.

Help Wanted – Ranchos Mortgage is now
hiring Loan Officers. Experience is pre-
ferred, but will train the right person. Call
Patty at 645-5219.

Help Wanted – Dental Assistant Needed.
Great local dental & orthodontic office
seeking the right dental assistant for an
awesome practice. Call 645-5320 to set
up an interview or drop your resume by
Ranchos Dental Care & Orthodontics at
37144 Ave. 12, Suite 104, Madera
Ranchos

Investment & Loans

Debt consolidation, refinancing, insur-
ance and investments. Call Bettina G.
Villanueva at 559-213-4470.

Money To Loan Service – Oro Financial.
Able to loan today. Credit not a problem.
Cash for trust deeds.  Mobile home on
land. Call 438-9999.

Investors and buyers for Mobile home
parks. Income properties from $600,000
to $4.5 million. In Fresno area and
throughout California. Great returns and
owner financing available. Call CCI
Fresno at 645-5011.

Painting Service

Gerald Scheffing Painting. “Best in the

West” for over 35 years. Call 674-2320.
Lic. #313070.

Tractor Services

Tractor discing, grading, mowing, trench-
ing, drilling, home irrigation systems.
Call Tomas at 645-4932.

Tractor work, discing, rototilling,
weed cutting. Bobcat work, drilling,
post holes, trees, trenching and clean
ups. Call Neal at 645-1200 or 285-
8211.

Tractor work, house pads, lot leveling,
driveways, trenching and concrete work.
Call 559-970-4476 or 559-645-1500.

Utility Service

Underground utilities installed. Call 645-
1500.

Wanted

Looking for outdoor playhouses, new or
used. Call 352-5441.

Window Cleaning Service

Window cleaning special.  Most windows
$5 inside/out.  Screen and track included.
Prices may vary for large, irregular or
commercial sizes. Hard water stain
removal avail. Fully insured. Call Nick at
285-1723. Free estimates.

Classified

SPREAD THE NEWS!
Have friends or family 
who love the Ranchos
Independent but live
outside the area? Are
you moving but you

still want to keep in
touch with what’s happen-
ing in the Madera Ranchos? 

to the Ranchos Independent!

645-0634 • fax 645-4002 • ranchosnews@theranchos.com

37167 Ave. 12, #5C
Madera, CA 93636

SUBSCRIBE!

Ranchos IndependentThe

local news • local events • local happenings 
editorial • games • real estate • columns S
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1.  GEOGRAPHY: How long  i s  the
Panama Canal?
2 .  ANATOMY: Which  f inger  on  the
human hand a l so  i s  known as  the
index  f inger?
3 .  L A N G U A G E :  W h a t  d o e s  t h e
adjec t ive  "vulp ine"  mean?

4 .  HISTORY:  Who  was  t he  com-
mander  of  the  i l l - fa ted  Chal lenger
space  shut t le?
5 .  TELEVISION:  Who was  the  s ta r
of  the  ser ies  "Hogan ' s  Heroes"?
6 .  TECHNOLOGY: What  does  the
acronym IMAX s tand  for?

7 .  MUSIC:  Which  group re leased
the  1979 a lbum "The  Kids  Are
Alr ight"?
8 .  MOVIES:  What  k ind  of  accent
does  ac tor  Michae l  Caine  have?
9 .  L I T E R A RY:  W h o  w r o t e  t h e
chi ldren ' s  book "Where  the  Wild
Things  Are"?
10.  INVENTIONS:  Who i s  c red i t -
ed  wi th  invent ing  the  a r t i f ic ia l
hear t?

© 2007 King Features Synd., Inc. 

TRIVIA TEST By Fifi Rodriquez

1. About 50 miles
2. The second, or pointer finger
3. Foxlike
4. Francis R. "Dick" Scobee
5. Bob Crane
6. Maximum image
7. The Who
8. Cockney
9. Maurice Sendak
10. Robert Jarvik

Answers

SSuuppeerr Crossword
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