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Click on “Local News” at

The Governing Board for Golden Val-
ley Unified School District appointed
Andy Alvarado as its new Superintendent
of Schools on Monday, June 20 during a
Special Board Meeting held at the District
Office. Alvarado, who has worked for
Golden Valley Unified School District
since 2002 in various administrative ca-
pacities, will replace outgoing Superinten-
dent Sarah Koligian, who will be leading
Tulare Joint Union High School District
next year. Alvarado will assume his new
role on July 1, 2011.

Alvarado has served as assistant su-
perintendent for the past four years and
Liberty High School principal prior to his

promotion to the District Office. During
Alvarado’s tenure as assistant superinten-
dent, he has guided the District in the area
of Educational Services, specifically: cur-
riculum, instruction and assessment; all
the while, maintaining a laser-like focus
on teaching, learning and student achieve-
ment. As a result of Alvarado’s educa-
tional leadership, the District has
experienced tremendous gains in all of
these areas through his direct involvement
with staff and students. He has also served
in the capacity of providing support to site
leaders.

“I am tremendously honored to have
been appointed as Superintendent of

Golden Valley Unified School District,”
said Andy Alvarado. “GVUSD has, and
will always be, a very special place for me
and my family; it truly is the crown jewel
of the Central Valley. I look forward to
working with our dedicated staff, students,
parents and community. We will continue
our steadfast efforts of providing a private
school education in a public setting to the
many wonderful children of our District.”

Superintendent Sarah Koligian said,
“Congratulations on the appointment of
Mr. Andy Alvarado as the next Superin-
tendent of Golden Valley Unified School
District. With his years of successful expe-
rience in leadership positions within the

District, I am confident that he will con-
tinue to grow a district of excellence.”

“As the Golden Valley Unified School
District Board President,” said Mark Toole,
“I would like to congratulate Mr.Alvarado
as our new superintendent. We are confi-
dent that Mr. Alvarado, with his multitude
of experience in educational leadership,
will continue to lead the school district for-
ward with the same level of excellence that
has been achieved in the past.”

Alvarado’s transition to superinten-
dent leaves a vacancy for the assistant su-
perintendent position which will not be
filled due to budget constraints. Alvarado
and his staff will assume these duties.

Alvarado Picked as New Golden Valley Unified School Superintendent

By Christi McKinney

LexiDelgado of theMaderaRanchos is
a high-spirited young lady who loves Pink
and Hello Kitty and who always has a radi-
ant smile onher face. Lexi andher battlewith
Leukemia have been embraced by the
Madera Ranchos Community. On July 23,
2010Lexiwas diagnosedwith "AcuteMyel-
ogenous Leukemia" (AML) at Children's
Hospital inMadera.
AML is an aggres-
sive, rare form of
leukemia in chil-
dren. Lexi has spent
the past 11 months
in one hospital or
another coming
homeonly for a few
days at a time in be-
tween chemother-
apy sessions. When
Lexi’s family heard
the diagnosis every-
one pitched in how-
ever they could to
do whatever they
could to help. They raised money and they
raised awareness for the Leukemia & Lym-
phoma Society. A car wash was held in the
Ranchos last September and friends and fam-
ily participated as “Team Lexi” in the
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society’s Annual
"Light the Night" fundraiser at the Cobb
Ranch. “TeamLexi”was honored towin the
3rd place award for raising money in the
Friends and Family Division, having raised
over $3,000 for theLeukemia&Lymphoma
Society. The family also plans on participat-
ing again this year and raising even more
money.

“Operation Love for Lexi” was
launched by local business owners in Febru-
ary. News of the event spread like wild fire
and in just six hours the Madera Ranchos
community opened its hearts and its wallets
to raise over$12,000 to help the Delgado
family with expenses so they could be in
Stanford near Lexi following her bone mar-
row transplant.The community donated over
100 pints of blood in Lexi’s name and just as
importantly 56 people signed up to be tested

for the National
Bone Marrow Reg-
istry.

Lexi under-
went three rounds of
c h emo t h e r a p y
while she was at
Children’s Hospital
in Madera. Doctors
were pleased with
her progress and
had told the family
that after Lexi com-
pleted her fourth
round of chemo she
would be considered
to be “in remission.”

Unfortunately, just before she completed this
last round of chemo doctors discovered the
Leukemia had returned. Since Lexi had re-
lapsed during treatment her new course of
treatment would require a bone marrow
transplant.AsLexi celebrated her 13th birth-
day in February, the search was on to find a
matching bone marrow donor.

She wasn’t yet aware of what an ex-
traordinary gift she was about to be given.

Since none of Lexi’s family was a
“match” they turned to the National Bone

Great News From “Love for Lexi”

A huge surprise for Lexi (center) was when
two of her friends from the Ranchos, sisters
Mikayla Mosier (left) and Savannah Mosier
(right) came to the Ronald McDonald house to
visit .

Please see LEXI on P. 20

The Fresno State team of Christopher
Delgado of the Madera Ranchos and
Kong Moua of Fresno dominated the Na-
tional Guard FLW
College Fishing
Western Division
event on the Cali-
fornia Delta Satur-
day, May 7 with
five bass weighing
20 pounds, 14
ounces. The vic-
tory earned the
team $10,000 to
be split between
the university and
the university’s
bass fishing club -
$7,500 for the bass
club and $2,500
for their school. The win also helped them
advance to the Western Division Regional
Championship.

“We were hoping to catch some fish

that had not spawned yet,” said Delgado,
a senior from the Ranchos, majoring in
history. “We pulled up on our spot this

morning and saw
some fish on beds
and were excited.

“I kept it real
calm as the larger
fish were not mov-
ing much and that
helped us bring in
our five big ones,”
Delgado said.

“We put it on
the line today,”
added Moua. “I did
not want this to be
Chris’ last tourna-
ment and now we
are heading to re-

gional’s.”
Rounding out the top five teams and

Ranchos Angler Wins Tourney

Representing the Ranchos on the Fresno
State team is Christopher Delgado (left) and
Kong Moua of Fresno who together won the May
7 National Guard FLW College Fishing event on
the California Delta in Stockton.

Please see FISH on P. 18

Deciphering the Lines onAvenue 12
Now that we’ve got a totally new look

on Avenue 12, what exactly do those lines
mean, how do you drive them and what
about things like parking a car or truck on
Avenue 12, garbage service and mail
trucks? And what’s that stuff all over Av-
enue 12 now? Let’s take a look at these.

1. What do those lines mean? How do
we drive them? - According to the Califor-
nia DMV Online Driver’s Handbook
(www.cal-driver-ed.com /dmv-handbook
/21.htmCenter Left Turn Lane) we now
have a Center Left Turn Lane. The hand-
book says:

If a street has a center left turn lane, you
must use it when you turn left (VC
§21460.5[c]). You may only drive for 200
feet in the center left turn lane. This lane is
not a regular traffic lane or a passing lane.

To turn left, signal and drive completely
inside the center left turn lane. Don’t stop
part way into the lane, with the back of your
vehicle blocking traffic. Make sure the lane
is clear in both directions and then turn only
when it is safe. Look for vehicles coming to-
ward you in the same lane as they start to

Please see TURN LANE on P. 18
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Nearly
5 million
U.S. homes
already rely
on clean, safe
propane ...

Propane is an approved,
clean fuel listed in the
1990 Clean Air Act and
the Energy Policy Act
of 1992.

Propane is one of the cleanest burning of
all fossil fuels, is nontoxic and is not
harmful to soil or water.

What are YOU waiting for?

WIN FREE PROPANE!

NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________
AVAILABLE BETWEEN JULY 1 - AUG. 31, 2011 • MUST BE A VALLEY PROPANE CUSTOMER

WIN250GALLONSOFPROPANE

MAIL TO: Val ley Propane • PO Box 125 • Mendota, CA 93640

PROUDLY
SERVING

THE
MADERA
RANCHOS

SERVINGALL THERANCHOS’PROPANENEEDS

Propane fulfills energy
needs by burning
cleanly and efficiently,
giving you more
value for your
energy dollar.

••     FFRREEEE  LLEEAAKK  TTEESSTT  ••    FFRREEEE  TTAANNKK  RREENNTTAALL  FFIIRRSSTT  YYEEAARR    ••
Service you can trust at prices you can afford! We are locally owned.

Propane is used for furnaces, water
heaters, air conditioners, outdoor
grills, fireplaces and appliances.

6/
11

www.The Ranchos.com
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Click on “Local News” at

By Ellen Mester

The 2011 Summer Reading Program is off to a fantastic start with our June 16 kick-off
party that emphasized the “OneWorld, Many Stories” theme. There were 14 stations in the
children’s sections that represented 14 different countries designated by a flag and a game or
craft. Themost popular station was Italy, which had a gelato bar serving freshlymade gelato.
Other popular stations were Scotland which offered golf chip shots and a putting green, fol-
lowed by Japan with the famous origami paper craft. Volunteers monitored each station and
somewore clothing indicative of the country they represented.Many children passed through
the doors and signed up for the Summer Reading Program, receiving a packet with a reading
log, bookmark and pencil. Prizes will be given each week for children who return their read-
ing logwith a grand prize at the end of the summer for thosewho have read themost. The pur-
pose of the reading program is to keep children reading throughout the summer. Studies have
shown that children who actively engage their minds by reading, will do better at the start of
the new school year than those children who don’t read.And to encourage children to partic-
ipate we offer sevenweeks of free programs for children age 3 to 12. The programs are all on
Thursdays at 2 p.m. to make it easy to remember. Here is this year’s lineup:

June 16 Kick-off party
June 23 English Renaissance 2 p.m.
June 30 Omnipresent Puppets 2 p.m.
July 7 Cat Haven’s bobcat 2 p.m.
July 14 Multicultural Music 2 p.m.
July 21 African Storyteller 2 p.m.
July 28 Prizes and Pictures 2 p.m.

Call the library at 645-1214 formore details.Many thanks to all the local businesses andor-
ganizationswho sponsored this valuable program, and to the volunteerswhomade it all happen.

Changes May be Coming this Fall!

Keep your eyes and ears open for the possibility of new hours coming to the Ranchos
Library. We are still waiting to hear what the changes will be but one thing looks certain:
the continuation of furlough Fridays. A lot of people already think we have changed our
hours but in fact we have had the same hours for over a year now. It’s the furlough days
that make it seem confusing. We are sorry about that but it is saving the county quite a bit
of money and thereby keeping the libraries open. So hang in there, faithful bibliophiles!
We are doing our best to provide you with a free public library with a minimal staff and
the best hours we can give right now.

Book Recommendations

YoungAdult:ClockworkAngel byCassandraClare. This is book one of Clare’s new se-
ries. Her very popularMortal Instruments series, set in modern time, somewhat sets up the
reader for this new series, The Infernal Devices. Although set in the late 1800’s, the familiar

terms and even the similar beginning immediately captures the
reader’s interest. It beginswithTessaGray traveling fromAmerica
to England in search of her brother. Upon arriving she is captured
by the Dark Sisters who are Downworlders andmembers of a se-
cret organization called the Pandemonium Club. Not long after
her capture she learns that she has the ability to transform into
another person. As they prepare her for marriage to the Magis-
ter, she escapes and joins forceswith Shadowhunters, James and
Will. They convince her shemust use her abilities only for good,
and therein lays her dilemma: she still has not found her brother.
If you liked the first series you will enjoy this one as well.

Adult Fiction: Vision in White by Nora Roberts. This is
the perfect romance novel for summer vacation. The story begins

with four longtime friends who turned their favorite childhood game, “let’s play wed-
ding,” into a unique wedding business generating a good return financially as well as respect

in the bridal world. They love what they do and are very good at it
and it shows. The only problem is that they don’t have much time
for their own romantic interests. Mackensie, the photographer,
Laurel, the baker, Emma, the florist, and Parker that mastermind
ofwedding planners, all live on theBrown estatewhich Parker in-
herited when her parents died. They work well together and are
still best of friends.Things get interestingwhen an old classmate
arrives to help his sister with her wedding plans. Little did
Mackensie know that he still has a crush on her after all these
years. It’s funny and charming and most enjoyable.

Check out these books and more at the Ranchos Li-
brary and don’t forget your library card – don’t leave home
without it.

The Bookshelf

“One World, Many Stories” Theme of Summer 2011 Reading Program

Domestic Pump Units • Complete Pumping Units
Residential & Agriculture
REPAIRS & NEW UNITS

we can often rebuild your parts and offer a warranty • solid warranties on all new products

Serving the San Joaquin Valley for over 50 years
focused on saving YOUmoney!

email: cwdmanager@hotmail.com fax: 559-441-1894

for help with your well today call:
Sean Naffziger 559-217-0500
Anthony Galvan 559-917-0553
Ryan Jones 559-351-4513 6/
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By Rich Lowry

John Boehner's constant refrain in
advance of the 2010 elections was,
"Where are the jobs?"

It was a simple question pertinent to
the concern far and away foremost in the
public mind -- the state of the economy.
Since the election, the question for the
GOP has become, "Where is your con-
cern about jobs?"

The unemployment rate is still at 9
percent. According to Gallup, 35 percent
of people say the economy is their top
concern, and 22 percent say jobs. Just 12
percent cite the federal deficit and debt.
Republicans have taken the top concern
of roughly 1/8th of the public and made
it their existential cause. On top of that,
they have taken a subset of the debt
issue, the long-term fiscal sustainability
of Medicare, and made it their calling
card.

If you are worried about the security
of your job, if your personal income is
stagnant, if the value of your home is
still declining, and if you are paying
more for food and fuel, the perilous state
of a government program that you know,
one way or the other, will never be per-
mitted to go bankrupt is not a subject of
proverbial kitchen-table conversation.

The special election in New York's
26th District served as an early, albeit
imperfect, referendum on the Republi-
cans' new calling card. Democrats made

the Republican plan to transition
Medicare to a premium-support program
the overwhelming issue. It worked.
Henry Olsen of the American Enterprise
Institute points out that blue-collar inde-
pendents and Democrats who swung the
GOP's way in 2010 swung against them
this year. The Republican candidate Jane
Corwin even bled blue-collar Republi-
cans to a bogus "tea party" candidate.

These voters are especially sensitive
to economic conditions and especially
chary of changes to government pro-
grams they will come to depend on.
They also are absolutely essential to Re-
publican hopes in 2012.

Retreat on Medicare isn't an option
now. Like Cortes in Mexico, Republi-
cans have disabled their ships behind
them. With Senate Republicans voting
overwhelmingly in favor of the Ryan
budget during a Democratic-engineered
show vote, all but nine Republicans on
Capitol Hill are on record for Paul
Ryan's reforms. They'll have to fight it
out, and, as Abraham Lincoln advised
Ulysses S. Grant, "hold on with a bull-
dog grip, and chew and choke as much
as possible."

But even the shrewdest Medicare
messaging will not suffice. For a party
obsessed with the legacy of Ronald
Regan, post-2010 Republicans have
been quick to forget the absolute pride of
place he gave to economic growth.

House Republicans just released a

The Party that Forgot About Jobs

“... at least let
our children

and our
children's

children say
of us we

justified our
brief moment

here. We did
all that could

be done."

Guest Editorial

growth plan. Sen. Rob Portman of Ohio
has been evangelizing for a growth
agenda since his election last year. The
elements are familiar -- cutting taxes and
reforming the tax code, reining in regu-
lation, increasing energy production,
passing free-trade agreements. It doesn't
have much chance of getting signed into
law, but neither does Ryan's Medicare
plan.

All of it is an exemplary exercise
setting out a vision counter to President
Barack Obama's and demonstrating that
Republicans still know the most impor-
tant question in American politics:
"Where are the jobs?"

Rich Lowry is editor of the National
Review.

(c) 2011 byKing Features Synd., Inc.
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A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate
• Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
• Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
• Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
• Divide your property with a parcel map

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

Click on “Local News” at

Joe Pesci said i t best in the
Lethal Weapon series. Though I
won’t repeat it here, his sentiment
about fast food restaurants and
their drive-thru windows is spot
on. I have found recently that the
best and brightest in the fast food
employment arsenal must be kept
in the back washing dishes be-
cause they are most certainly not
working the drive-thru, thus the
reason for this slightly bitter dia-
tribe.

Sometimes I think that shif t
managers at fast food chains as-
sign their crew members to the
different positions throughout the
restaurant l ike a team captain
chooses his kick-ball team, and in-
evitably, the little clumsy girl with
zero coordination is the last to be
picked, and clearly the drive-thru
is the l i t t le
clumsy girl of
the fast food
world. The
d r i v e - t h r u
should be
treated like the
front l ines: i t
should be
manned by the
best and bright-
est , but instead
we get the peo-
ple who can
barely speak
English (and
I’m not talking about immigrants);
those who can’t count to save their
lives and the people who couldn’t
tell the difference between a spoon
and a packet of ketchup.

Last week I was on a snack run
for me and a couple of co-workers
and I chose the drive-thru for con-
venience.

I did not choose wisely.
I bought two milkshakes, some

fries and a few other easy-to-
transport i tems for our late after-
noon pick-me-up. After the crew
member handed me a bag and shut
the window, I noticed I had only
received one of the shakes, so I
just gave my horn a little toot and
waited for her to come back. When
she slid the window open I smiled
and told her I was still waiting on
the strawberry milkshake, she
seemed confused, so I handed her
my receipt and explained that I or-
dered and paid for two and only

Brains at the Drive-Thru

received one. She took the receipt
and closed the window while I as-
sumed she was off to retrieve the
elusive dairy treat.

Wrong again.
She came back with a manager.

I would have never thought this
si tuat ion warranted management
involvement, but maybe things
have changed since I was on the
other side of the speaker. The

manager, with
my receipt in
hand, told me
that her em-
ployee said I re-
ceived the
shake. I was
suddenly start-
ing to think that
these people
thought I had
shoved the
drink down my
shirt and was
trying to hustle
them out of a

milkshake.
Teetering dangerously between

aggravation and amusement, I
showed the manager my one shake
and told her, each syllable drip-
ping with sarcasm, “I ordered two.
I paid for two. This is one. Now,
two minus one is?” She was not
amused. She glanced back at her
computer screen and then at my
receipt, one way or another I was
gett ing my milkshake, even if I
had to climb through the window
and milk a cow to do it. She asked
if I was absolutely certain I didn’t
receive the second drink and
maybe I put it in the bag because
her employee assured her that she
made it and it wasn’t on the
counter.

Is this seriously happening?
With the scales t ipped firmly

to aggravation, I told her that I

The manager, with my re-
ceipt in hand, told me that
her employee said I received
the shake. I was suddenly
start ing to think that these
people thought I had shoved
the drink down my shirt and
was trying to hustle them out
of a milkshake.
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For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!

36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849

www.bedrockeng.com

Please see GEN WHY on P. 11

6/11

First 5 is recruiting for a Commissioner – Madera Ranchos Area and
City of Madera Area, to participate in the distribution of $2 million annu-
ally to fund programs that focus on getting Madera’s youngest children
ready for school.

If you live in the Madera Ranchos Area or City of Madera Area and
are interested in shaping the community, contact Mang at 661-5155 or pick
up an application at 525 E. Yosemite.

First 5 Madera County is recruiting for
members to represent the following:

Commissioner
Unincorporated Valley Area
(Madera Ranchos - Board of
Supervisors District 1)

Commissioner
City of Madera Area (Board of
Supervisors District 3 and 4)

Madera County’s children of today will be our
leaders of tomorrow … help First 5 Madera
County invest in the future of our children.

Applications are due: July 18, 2011.

Say you saw it in
the Ranchos Independent
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By Audrey Stock

Hi neighbors,
On Thursday, June 2, I attended

the Liberty High School graduation
commencement exercises in the new
Liberty High School Football Sta-
dium. Now when we build the swim-
ming pool Liberty High will be
completed in the way that the com-
munity envisioned Liberty would look
back in 1999 when we passed the first
bond. I was so pleased to see Bruce
Blair at the graduation ceremony.
Bruce is recovering from a stroke. He
was able to stand and shake hands
with all of the graduates. Bruce’s son,
Ethan, was one of the 2011 graduates.
Bruce is the assistant Boy Scout
leader of Troop 118. Bruce’s son,
Ethan, and five other young men re-
ceived the Eagle
Scout rank on
Sunday, June 12
at the Ranchos
Middle School.
The five Scouts
are Ethan Blair,
Ryan Chaney,
Trevor Brauer,
Roger Lydon and
Patrick Sparks.

This week our
Liberty High
graduates are be-
ginning a new
phase in their
lives. The world
in which they
grew up will al-
ways be the frame
of reference that
is uniquely theirs. The technology, the
music, the clothes, the hair style, the
tattoos, the video games, the TV pro-
grams and the movies are all of the
things that they will remember when
they are 30-40 years old and older.
This year’s graduates grew up on bot-
tled water; when I grew up there were
drinking fountains everywhere if you
needed a drink. The words that
today’s graduates use in their every-
day language weren’t even invented
when I was in school. The world that
today’s graduates live in has ex-
panded to many places that I have a
hard time finding on a map. Texting,
Facebook and MySpace, and cell
phones have always been a part of the
2011 graduate’s life. Pencil and paper
are almost obsolete. It is harder for a

graduate to get their first job than it
used it be but don’t give up; keep try-
ing and don’t lose hope. Congratula-
tions Liberty High class of 2011. Now
you are our hope for a bright future.
It is in your hands now. Scary isn’t it?

By the time that you are reading
this article you have probably heard
that the superintendent of Golden Val-
ley Unified School District has left
the district. Sarah Koligian has been
guiding Golden Valley for the last
four years. Sarah has had many chal-
lenges and learning experiences as a
first-time superintendent. I am told
that four years is a long time for a su-
perintendent to stay in a school dis-
trict. I will miss Sarah and I wish her
the best in her new job with Tulare
High School District. It will be a new
challenge since she will be working in

a different kind of
a community than
the Ranchos.
Golden Valley
Unified is forever
changing because
we are so new and
the world keeps
changing around
us. Who will be
our new superin-
tendent? That is
the question. The
district needs to
keep on the right
path for our stu-
dents. We have
wonderful stu-
dents and they
need the very best
education that we

can give them.
The Madera Ranchos lost two for-

mer military gentlemen. Marie Sells
Costanzo’s husband, Bob Costanzo,
died on June 2. Marie and Bob met at
the Ranchos Hills Senior Center. They
were married in November of 2010.
Bob was buried at the San Joaquin
Valley National Cemetery with Mili-
tary Honors.

Dale Lucas died on May 30. Dale
was a member of the Ranchos Kiwa-
nis club, the Taxpayers Association
and the Golden Valley Chamber of
Commerce. Dale was given a full Mil-
itary Service. Dale was devoted to
giving countless veterans a funeral
that brought dignity and pride to those
who served our country.

Have a safe summer everyone.

CongratulationstoLibertyGraduates
The Stock Report

The words that today’s
graduates use in their everyday
language weren’t even invented
when I was in school ... pencil
and paper are almost obsolete.
It is harder for a graduate to
get their first job than it used it
be but don’t give up; keep try-
ing and don’t lose hope. Con-
gratulations Liberty High class
of 2011. Now you are our hope
for a bright future. It is in your
hands now. Scary isn’t it?

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent

AUG. 20, 2011
Save this date!

Fire Station 19 s Annual

5/10call 559-801-7703 for more info

5 p.m.
to

Midnight

AUCTION SALSA DIP & RANCHOS HAT CONTEST
FIRE-B-Q DINNER & DANCE

•

,

6/11

6/11
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Before we started studying rice in
school, I thought rice was only grown
in China. I found out differently when
I was in about the fifth grade. Our dad
took us kids to Los Banos to see rice
fields. What a surprise! Vast fields of
water with little plants peeping
through. I called the Los Banos Cham-
ber of Commerce today to see if the
rice fields were still there and the man
I spoke to said there weren’t any there
anymore, however he thought there
were some out near Firebaugh and
northeast of Merced. With the water
shortage we are having I was wonder-
ing how they are surviving. According
to what I read on the internet, the
fields are flooded to slow the weed
growth. They can irrigate by rows, but
it is more economical to flood the
fields because that way they don’t
have to take care of the weeds sepa-
rately.

Rice has been grown in the south-
ern United States since the mid-19th
century. Rice cultivation began in Cal-
ifornia during the California Gold
Rush, when Chinese laborers immi-
grated to the state and grew small
amounts for their own use. Commer-
cial production began in 1912 in Butte
County. By 2006, California produced
the second largest rice crop in the
United States only behind Arkansas.
Most of California’s rice is grown in
six counties north of Sacramento. The
United States provides about 12 per-
cent of the world rice trade. Of the rice
grown in the United States, 58 percent
is for direct food use, 16 percent is
used in processed food, 16 percent for
beer and 10 percent for pet food.

Growing up, we had rice more
than pasta. I don’t remember having
spaghetti too often, but we did have
rice. I remember mama’s yummy rice
pudding. I went through her recipe
cards and not surprisingly, I didn’t
find one. A lot of her cooking she
would just put things together and it
would come out delicious. So I went
online and with the many recipes I
read, this one sounds the closest to
hers. I know she did not put it in the
oven; it was cooked on top of the
stove. Hope you enjoy.

Rice Pudding
¾ C Uncooked White Rice
2 C Milk, Divided
⅓ C White Sugar
¼ tsp Salt

1 Egg, Beaten
⅔ C Raisins
1 T Butter
½ tsp Vanilla
In a medium saucepan, bring 1½

C water to a boil, add rice and stir. Re-
duce heat, cover and simmer for 20
minutes.

In another saucepan, combine 1½
C cooked rice, 1½ C milk, sugar and
salt. Cook over medium heat until
thick and creamy, 15 to 20 minutes.
Stir in remaining ½ C milk, the beaten
egg and raisins. Cook 2 minutes
longer, stirring constantly (if you don’t
stir, it might scorch). Remove from
heat and stir in butter and vanilla.

In the book of dates I told you
about a couple of articles ago, I read
that National Rice Pudding Day is Au-
gust 9. Happens to be my baby brother
George and my sister-in-law JoRene’s
42nd wedding anniversary – Congrat-
ulations!

I’ve told you before about the
mini truck farm my mom had every
summer in our back yard. Every year
we had zucchini “coming out our
ears.” Mama would always try to get
them picked when they were small, but
once in a while one would hide and
grow to be too large for regular cook-
ing. But she wouldn’t let it go to
waste. When she’d bring one of these
monstrous squash into the house, we
knew what we were going to have for
dinner:

Zucchini Stuffed Spanish Rice
1 Large Zucchini
1 Can Chopped Tomatoes
1 C Uncooked Rice
1 T Butter
2 T Oil
½ C Chopped Onion
1 Clove Garlic – Crushed
1 tsp Salt
¼ tsp Black Pepper
Preheat oven – 350
Wash zucchini and cut off stem

end. Cut in half length wise. Scoop out
and discard seeds. Set aside.

Drain tomatoes, reserve liquid.
Add enough water to liquid to make

by Jean Briner

Rice, Rice Baby!

Click on “Local News” at

Specializing In:
• Foreign & Domestic
Car Repairs
• Custom Paint
• Color Matching
• Insurance Work

• Frame Straightening
• Unibody Frame
Repairs
• Chroma Vision
Color Matching

674-8591

GOLD GLASS
Precision Collision Repair

Fine Quality Craftmanship

Insurance Claims Welcomed FREE ESTIMATES

6/
11
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Please see RECIPE on P. 9

NO INITIATION FEE!*
559-479-8282
CALL FOR MORE INFO

6/11

*with a 12 month agreement

JOIN TODAY AND PAY
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SAND & GRAVEL •
CRUSHED ROCK •

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •
FILL DIRT •
TOP SOIL •
HUMUS •
BARK •
CHIPS •

RIVER ROCK •
BASE ROCK •
ROCK DUST •

COBBLE STONES •
DRIVEWAY BASE •
CONSTRUCTION

CLEANUP •559-645-5363
LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY
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674-1663
14794 Hwy 41

Madera

DRILLINGAND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976
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Dear Editor:

Thank you, thank you, thank you to
some really great friends in our community
who helped us meet a need.

On June 13th, my husband and I re-
turned home from a trip to Joplin, Mo.
While watching TV, we saw the over-
whelming destruction left behind by the
tornado. God spoke to our hearts to do
something, to take our travel trailer to
Joplin and donate it as a temporary home
for someone.

We were soon in contact with Brother
Waymen Ming, Jr., Vice President of the
Pentecostal Church of God headquarters in
Joplin. Their college gym is being used as
the distribution center for the donations
needed by the victims He was excited and
grateful to receive our trailer; there were so
many needs for it.

While talking with Brother Ming, he
expressed to us the need for cleaning sup-
plies so we took this need to some won-
derful people who were so willing to help.
Heartfelt thanks to Mitch and Ana Zapien,
Hurst Hardware, Valley Propane, Margo
Kelly, Billie Martin and Patty McCann.
Thanks to these giving people we were
able to fill our truck and trailer with the
cleaning supplies. Thanks to the amazing
people of the Wings of Faith Church in
Pinedale, they paid for our fuel. God bless
you all.

Our trip was long, hot and windy, but
oh what a joy it was! God gave us a mis-

sion that blessed and thrilled our hearts. We
are so grateful to God for allowing us this
opportunity.

Upon our arrival Brother Ming was
there to greet us. Unloading all of the sup-
plies and giving our trailer was one of the
most rewarding times in our lives. Brother
Ming took us around the devastation area.
The disaster area is unbelievable and inde-
scribable. The things we saw and the sto-
ries we heard changed our hearts forever.
In a moment’s time, everything was taken
from these great people. Their homes, jobs,
cars and, so so sadly, many lost loved ones.
We were told a story of one young mother
who got into her bathtub with her three
young children. Her little girl was five and
there were two younger sons. She did her
best to shield and protect them, however
when the tornado passed her two young
sons were gone. She and her daughter were
safe. Such heartbreak.

We saw a makeshift sign in the midst
of the rubble that read, “GOD KNOWS,
GOD CARES. HE WILL MAKE A WAY.
HE'S ALREADY STARTED.”

By the grace of God and their hope in
Jesus Christ, they are able to pick up the
pieces and try to rebuild their lives. It won't
be easy and it will take a long time, but
God is with them and will see them
through, after all, HE'S ALREADY
STARTED.

Patrick and Barbara Elwood
Madera Ranchos

Letters

one cup.
In saucepan, combine tomato liquid,

rice and butter and bring to a boil. Turn
heat down and simmer covered 5 min-
utes. Set aside.

In skillet heat oil, sauté onions and
garlic until golden, about 5 minutes.
(Sometimes mama would add a pound
of hamburger here, breaking it up with a
fork and browning it). Add reserved
tomatoes, rice mixture, salt and pepper.
Heat until heated through, takes about 5
minutes.

Fill zucchini halves with mixture,
dividing evenly.

Arrange zucchini halves in 13x9
baking pan. Pour ½ C water in bottom
of pan.

Cover tightly with foil. Bake 1 hour
or until zucchini is tender.

My favorite rice recipe I got from a
girl that worked in our office. I gave it
to my mother and she took it to several
potlucks. I know Campbell’s has a

recipe similar to this one and only cooks
in half the time, but believe me it is not
as good. This recipe calls for a whole
chicken but not every family likes all
the parts. When I’ve cooked it for the
family, I like thighs and wings, and
most all the rest of the family prefer
breasts – so use whatever your family
prefer.

No Peek Chicken
1 Fryer – Cut Up
1 Can Cream of Chicken Soup
1 Can Cream of Mushroom Soup
⅔ Can Milk
1 Pkg. Lipton Onion Soup Mix
1¼ C Uncooked Rice
Paprika
Preheat oven 325
Mix cream soups and milk. Add un-

cooked rice. Pour in bottom of 13x9
baking pan. Lay chicken parts on top of
rice mixture. Sprinkle onion soup mix
on top of chicken and rice. Sprinkle
with paprika. Cover pan tightly with
foil. Place in heated oven for 2 hours.

NO PEEKING!

Madera County LDA Reg. 2010001 • Exp. 8/10/12

Judith L. Locatelli
Legal Document Assistant/Notary Public

Self-Help Legal Document Assistant

Judy’s Legal Document
Service

“I am not an attorney. I can only provide
self-help services at your specific direction.”

•

•

Estate Planning • Family Law
... and more

6/
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Call for an Appointment

559-395-4640 office • 559-908-4600 cell
www. JudysLegalDocumentService.Com
11874 Road 36½ • Madera, CA • 93636

•

RECIPE cont. from P. 8
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645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 
You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals
today at

Click on “Local News” at 
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Senior Report

Flex Your Power this July 4th (and Every Day) when You Buy American
By Verlaine Ellinburg 

In the global trade battle, you cast a vote
every time you open your wallet. The deci-
sion? Whether you spend your money on
products made in America or overseas.

In 1960, foreign goods made up just 8
percent of American purchases; today nearly
60 percent of everything we buy is made
overseas. In the U.S.A., manufacturing em-
ployment peaked in 1979 and has been on a
downward trajectory ever since. For some
time, factory jobs have been moving to
lower wage countries. Most recently, high-
speed Internet connections have allowed
clerical and white collar jobs to be done
much cheaper in places like India, and even
high-skilled jobs like reading X-rays have
started to be done by low-wage doctors out-
side the U.S.

Is buying American-made more expen-
sive? What staples are no longer manufac-
tured in the U.S.? What difference would it
make if we in America promise to buy
American made products?

Manufacturing still has a major impact
on our economy and on the nation’s work
force. Today, the United States has fewer
manufacturing jobs than it did in 1941. On
Feb. 28 of this year, ABC World News
launched its Made in America challenge.
The program stated that if every American
spent just $64 more than normal on U.S.A.-
made items this year it would create 200,000
new jobs. For example, when buying food at
Wal-Mart, check the labels of the products
you’re considering. Some of the products
will show that they were made in China or
some other foreign country. A can of Chinese
Mandarin oranges could be replaced for a
few more cents with the same product with
the Liberty Gold or Dole brand made right
here in California.

It’s a shame that our government and
big business have forsaken us.

“We the people.” Do it yourself Amer-
ica. Simply look on the bottom of every
product you buy and if it states it is made in
China or PRC, which now includes Hong
Kong, or any other foreign country, simply
choose another product or none at all. You
will be amazed how dependent you are on
Chinese and foreign products and you will
be amazed at what you can do without. For
example, for Easter instead of plastic eggs,
use real eggs and benefit some American
farmer. Think about this: if 200 million
Americans refuse to buy just $20 in foreign
goods each year, that’s a billion dollar trade

imbalance in our favor.
Besides focusing on the consumer, we

need to focus on our government and big
business. 

Government – In the 2012 election it is
up to “We the People” to change it. As sen-
iors it is our duty to save our country for
grandchildren.

Big Business – Let’s pick on Disney
products, whose reliance on cheap labor is
well documented. Checking the Internet,
Disney products are made mainly in China,
rarely in the USA, and the on the official
Disney website the first 40 products were
all imported. Another is Wal-Mart, where
we buy cheap. Instead, look for items that
are made in America. Check the Internet
for “Made in America.” You buy from the
website and ship it to the stores for pick up
without having to pay shipping.

There are other reasons to buy Ameri-
can. Foreign labor standards allow unsafe
worker conditions, child labor, poisonous
levels of lead and many brands sold here
are produced in countries using dangerous,
heavy polluting processes and have no en-
vironmental pollution controls. In the
canned foods we consume, do foreign
countries have the same food and drug
standards required as in the U.S.A.? Are
the factories inspected and kept clean with
no rodents running around and are the
workers free from disease and maintain hy-
giene requirements?

The growing lack of the U.S.A.’s abil-
ity to manufacture many products is strate-
gically unsound. Factories and money are
shifting to countries not friendly to the
U.S.A. When you void imported goods in
favor of American-made items; you help
ensure that the United States does not find
its access to vital goods impacted by po-
litical conflict. Jobs shipped abroad almost
never return, but when you buy goods
made in the U.S.A. you help keep the
American economy growing. As we allow
U.S. manufacturing ability to fade, future
generations of U.S. citizens will be unable
to find relevant jobs. Buy American and
help keep your family, friends, neighbors
and even yourself earning a living wage.

The Fourth of July represents our
country’s independence; let’s not give it
away. A challenge is out there to save our
country: Pledge to buy American.

The Department of Health comes pe-
riodically to the Center for free checkups.
The screenings include: Personal health
history review, blood pressure and blood
sugar test, nutrition and health education

Golden Valley Baptist
Pastor David Jones
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Sunday School   9 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service 10:15 a.m.
Tuesday 7 p.m. YOUTH 13-18

come meet new friends!

Friday Nights: FREE Movies at Sundown!
Golden Valley Baptist Church

12414 Road 37 · Madera Ranchos · 559-645-1700
www.GoldenValleyChurch.com

and a low-cost blood test is available. The
health screenings are for 50 and above. For
referrals to medical providers and com-
munity services, the contact number is
675-7893 to make an appointment. A nu-
tritionally balanced lunch program is
available Monday through Friday at 11:30
a.m. A suggested price for 60 years and
older is $1.75. Reservations are needed 24
hours in advance prior to Noon so remem-
ber to call Joann at 645-4864.

We have a growing exercise program
being held on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays at 10 a.m. The participants are
getting more than just exercise by attend-
ing. They have fun, share laughs and
meet new friends. There is room for you
and you may attend all three days or just
one or two of them.

New to the agenda on Tuesday at
12:30 p.m. are a variety of cards games
to be enjoyed. Come and learn new
games.

Check your calendar for daily events
for each day of the week. If you do not
have a copy, stop by the Senior Center for
a copy. Additional copies are available at

the Ranchos Market and Hurst Hardware
Store.

June Activities
MWF – 10 a.m. Exercise, Tuesdays

12:30 variety of card and other games,
Wednesday – Card Bingo, Thursday – 5:30
p.m., Potluck and card games. 

July Activities
MWF – 10 a.m. Exercise, Tuesdays –

12:30 variety of card games, Wednesday –
Card Bingo, Thursday – 5:30 p.m. Potluck
and card games.

July 2, 2011— Saturday, Ranchos/Hills
Yard Sale 8 a.m. – Noon, Treasure House,
baked goods, boutique and plant sale.

July 4, 2011 – Center Closed, BBQ at
the Center 6 p.m. Membership only.

July 5, 2011- Tuesday, Board Meeting
6 p.m. Membership is invited.

July 11, 2011 – Monday, General Meet-
ing 7 a.m.

July 16, 2011 – Saturday, Celebrating
Birthdays and Anniversaries, Yosemite Falls
5123 Blackstone, Fresno, Ca. Call 225-6800
for info. 11 a.m.

July 18, 2011— Planning Meeting
12:30 p.m.
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5’ NON-CLIMB
HORSE FENCE

5’ HEAVY DUTY
T-POSTS

CLEARANCE SALE
RED, GREEN OR GALVANIZED

HORSE WALK-THRU GATE/PANELS

15% OFF

20% OFF

$3.95 EACH

ELK GROVE MILLING

250 lb. BARRELS
ALL VARIETIES

$3 OFF

J.S. WEST

POULTRY LAYING
MASH 50 lb. BAG

$3 OFF

IT’S FLY SEASON!

32 oz. FLY SPRAY
W/$100 PURCHASE

FREE

4th of JULY ONLY!

AVODERM DOG FOOD
BUY 1 GET 1
FREE

GET 2% BACK ON ALL PURCHASES!

DON’T FORGET!
ACTIVATE YOUR

12’ HEAVY DUTY GRAY
HORSE CORRAL PANELS

20% OFF
POULTRY PRO-AM
SHOW ‘N GROW

PELLETS 50 lb. BAG

$2 OFF

ALL CHICKEN
CAGES AND PENS

(EXP. 7-14-11)

any purchase of $75 or more!
All other pet shots available, starting
at $5 and up. 1st come, 1st served.

20% OFF

If you live in the
Madera Ranchos,
you just got

RABIES SHOTS

$5 OFF

6/11
prices exp. 7/31/11
except where noted

(4.4lb. size • one per customer with this ad only)

3V
REWARD CARD

We sell QUALITY hay • We sell PROPANE • We DELIVER
“Quality & Customer Service is Our Motto”

Ranchos SPECIAL!RABIES Clinic!

Ranchos Residents ONLY!

July 2 • 10 a.m. - Noon

Must present coupon. One coupon per customer per visit.

only

per shot!$5

Have a Happy 4th of July with our
INNDEEPEENDDENNCEE DAAY SSALLE!!

WE’RE OPENJULY 4UNTIL 2 P.M.

don’t  routinely put  my drinks in
fl imsy brown paper bags but  she
was free to scan the roof of my car
to see if  her worker put it  up there
when I  wasn’t  looking,  or  maybe
she did make the shake but fed it  to
the ice machine by mistake.

She handed me my receipt  and
as she retreated into the kitchen she
instructed the crew member to make
the milkshake.  As I  was watching
the minutes tick by I thought to my-
self this should be the new diet fad:

pay for junk food and then they just
won’t give it  to you. You can’t gain
weight from something no one gives
you to eat or drink. 

Later that same week, at a com-
pletely different  fast  food chain,  I
had another hair-ripping incident.  I
ordered dinner for  my roommate
and myself  and requested extra
cheese on two of the i tems.  While
reviewing my order on the screen at
the speaker,  I  noticed every i tem
was tagged with the extra cheese
notif icat ion.  I  alerted the person
taking my order that i t  was not ac-

curate on the screen and was told
that their system was correct it must
just be wrong at the speaker, which
provided no confidence in the whole
concept of  reviewing the screen to
ensure the order was correct.  When
I pulled up to the window I  was
greeted with the same total outlined
on the order display, to which I re-
peated that it  was not correct,  I  had
only ordered extra cheese on two
items,  nothing else.  The woman
replied that  she only showed two
items with extra cheese,  so I  paid
and examined the receipt.  Just as I

thought:  I  had paid an addit ional
dollar  to have extra cheese on
everything, including a drink. 

Needless to say,  I  did get  my
money back, but this goes to prove
my point .  The drive-thru is  sup-
posed to be a t ime saver to move
people through quickly and easi ly,
and the person assigned to work the
drive-thru should be smart  enough
to read their  computer  screen,  tel l
the difference between one milk-
shake and two,  and most  impor-
tantly, that cheese would never taste
good in a Pepsi.  

GEN WHY cont. from P. 6
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Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent
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“The only way to get
fresher produce would be
to pick it yourself.” ™

GET YOUR FREE ONION!
Just for visiting Sweet Flower Fruit Stand we’d
like to give you a FREE onion to say “thanks” and
to give you an example N just how good our pro-
duce is. One per customer per day. Exp. 7-31-11

6/
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“Kiwanis International is aglobalorgan-
izationof volunteersdedicated to changing the
worldonechildandonecommunityata time.”

By Carla Hart

I write this month’s article with a heavy
heart as we all share the grief from the loss of
long timeKiwanian and friend,MajorGeneral
Dale L.R. Lucas. Dale was a kind, generous
manwho alwaysmade us laughwith his witty
jokes and anecdotes, often bringing us to tears.
He always seemed the happiest when he was
doingsomething forothersashis lifeclearly re-
flected. Dale was a highly decorated war hero
and former Green Beret who served an exem-
plary 23 year military career, moving up the
ranks as a Private and emerging as a Major in
theU.S.Army.AsayoungSergeant inVietnam,
Dale risked his life on numerous occasions to
render first aid to troops wounded in combat,
carryingmanyof themtosafety in themiddleof
cross fire.Undoubtedly,manysoldiers livedbe-
cause of Dale’s unselfish acts of bravery. Dale
was an underwater diver, a mountaineer spe-
cializing in extreme cold weather operations,
and served multiple tours of duty in Vietnam
withhis last tourasaCobrahelicopterpilotwith
over 2,000 hours of combat flying time.His il-
lustrious military career made him uniquely
qualified towrite threepublishedbooks.Hisun-
commonvalorwas the topicof severalmilitary
magazine articles and an autobiographywas in
the works, proving that his life’s accomplish-

ments would not just fill pages but, volumes.
After his retirement,Dalewas recalled to serve
in the United States Volunteers Joint Service
Honor Commandwhere he earned the rank of
Major General. He worked tirelessly with the
JSHC providing deceased
veteranswith the full mili-
tary funeral services they
so rightly deserve. Dale
passed away onMemorial
Day, Monday, May 30 - a
day befitting of the heroic
man hewas, not just in his
military career but in his
personal life as well. Dale,
thank you for enriching us
with your humor, grace
and passion for life. You
will surely be missed and
never forgotten. Until we
meet again, Godspeed to
you on this next incredible
journey on the other side,
asheavenembracesahero.

Congratulations to the
LHS Class of 2011 and all
thestudentsofGVUSDfor
another fun and successful
schoolyear.TheRanchosKiwanisgave$2,000
in scholarships to three deserving Liberty sen-
iors last month. In June, we awarded bicycles
to four elementary school students fromWeb-
ster and Sierra View for out-standing citizen-
ship. Two students from Educational Options

were chosen to receiveVisa gift cards and one
student fromValleyTeenRanchwasawardeda
leather wallet containing good luck cash for
recognition of a job well done. Two Ranchos
Middle School students received the Kiwanis

Hope of America Award
for leadership, character,
and competency and one
student received the an-
nual Kiwanis Mustang of
theYearawardanda$300
U.S. savingsbond. It isour
pleasure, as a service or-
ganization, to continue to
providesupport toourout-
standingyouth in thecom-
munity. To all the award
winners congratulations,
thankyou,andbestof luck
in your future.

The kickoff for our
4thofJulyTNTFireworks
stand ceremonywill be at
Ranchos Pizza Factory at
6 p.m. on July 1. We are
going to have two local
people sing the National
Anthem and God Bless

America, chosen from a competition of local
talent.Come join us for the presentationof col-
ors, songs and a distinguished guest speaker.
Our booth will be open July 1 through July 4.
All proceeds from fireworks sales support our
local schools. See you there!

Congratulations to GVUSD Superinten-
dent and Kiwanian Sarah Koligian on her re-
cent transfer toTula-reUnifiedSchoolDistrict.
Even though we hate to see you go, we wish
you continued success in your newpo-sition.

Be sure to visit our website at www.ran-
choskiwanis.com for photos and videos of re-
cent events.

CuriousaboutTheRanchosKiwanis?We
meet at the Ranchos Pizza Factory the first
Thursdayof everymonthat 6:45a.m. andeach
Thursday thereafter at 6:45 p.m. If you are in-
terested in having fun while giving back to the
community contact President Mona Diaz at
333-1913. Come join us at a meeting for din-
ner, funandfellowshipandseewhatbeingaKi-
wanian is all about.

Ranchos Kiwanis Lose a Fellow Member, Neighbor and Friend
Kiwanis Korner

www.ranchoskiwanis.com

Board Members:
President: Mona Diaz phone: 333-1913
Past President: John Herrera
President Elect: Charles Diaz
Vice President: Chris Parks
Secretary: Pam Glueck
Treasurer: Perry Watkins

Board of Directors:
Marie Cameron
Bev Delk
John Glueck
Carla Hart
Virginia Vick

The late Major General Dale L. R.
Lucas passed away on Memorial day,
May 30, 2011. In addition to his other
interests, Dale was an active member of
the Ranchos Kiwanis.

Balance is the Key to Performance

call

Specializing in ALL phases of farrier science
AFEC Certi�ed

209-628-0991

6/
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Say you saw it in
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MALIBU, SAVEDKA,
BACARDI, SAUZA 750 ML
JIM BEAM 750 ML ...............................................$10.99
CROWN ROYAL 750 ML .................................. $19.99
JÄGERMEISTER 1.75 L (w/pump & cups) ..... $39.99

FISHEYE ALL VARIETIES 750 ML ...................... $4.99
BLACKSTONE ALL VARIETIES 750 ML ............ $8.99
CUPCAKE ALL VARIETIES 750 ML ................... $9.99

TECATE LT. 18-PAK ............................................. $9.99
BUD, BUD LT. 18-PAK (cans) ........................... $10.99
BUD LT. LIME 12-PAK ....................................... $10.99
COORS, COORS LT. 18-PAK (cans & btls) ..... $10.99
SHOCK TOP 12-PAK ........................................ $10.99
KEYSTONE, NATURAL LT. 30-PAK ................. $13.99
SIERRA NEVADA 12-PAK ................................ $13.99
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PRICES +TAX, CRV • PRICESSUBJECTTOCHANGE • EXP. 7-31-11
Mon-Sat 8 a.m. - 10 p.m. Sun 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.

.......................... $10.99}

ALL 2 LITER SODA ................................ 2 for $3.33
PEPSI, COKE, 7-UP 12-PAKS ............................. $4.69

$25 (and up) contact lens fitting*
(can’t be combined with any other offer or some insurance plans • expires 7-31-11)
*a $75 (and up) value. With the purchase of contacts only.
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• Summer Camps
• Riding Lessons

• Serving the Ranchos
since 2004
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One of the things I love about TheRan-
chos is the Ranchos/Hills Seniors group.
They bring an element of heart, soul, and
stability that is a valuable asset to our com-
munity. So, upfront I want to say what this
article is not. It’s not about encouraging our
seniors tomove, and it’s not just for seniors!

More and more I’m hearing people my
age (50ish) talk about downsizing. Usually
it’smore about their stuff than their location.
I believe there is a great benefit to letting go
of what we don’t use or need in order to live
comfortably and have the things we value
most, easily accessible. I’m also hearing
people say they don’t want their belongings
to be a burden on their kids as some have ex-
perienced from the former generation.

Most of us start out with very little as
young adults, but as our salaries and fami-
lies grow, so does our accumulation of
goods — larger houses, larger cars, more
toys, etc. Most is well-suited for that stage
of life but, when the kids are gone and our
daily activities change, things that were nec-
essary or made life fun can become burden-
some. All of our belongings cost us
something — space, time, money, and en-
ergy.

If you’re feeling the tug to begin the
downsizing process, but holding back, here
are fivemyth-busters that will help spur you
on.

Myth #1 – “I’ll have to throw out all
my stuff!” Buster: It’s really not about
throwing out all your stuff. It’s aboutmaking
choices, deciding what’s most valuable to
you, and keeping your favorites. It’s also
thinking reasonably about what you use and
don’t use, need and don’t need.

Myth #2 – “My kids or grandkids
might want this!”Buster: By all means ask
them, but don’t hang on to things “just in
case,” especially if your house is feeling
more like a mini-storage than a comfortable
home. One ofmy clients had a beautiful oak

“Downsizing” Myth Busters

dining hutch, but it was covering a large
window that overlooked her newly re-land-
scaped backyard. None of her familymem-
bers had a place for the hutch, but she found
a friend that was very excited to receive it.
Even if you find someone who will love
and value your things on Craig’s List or
eBay, it’s better than keeping items you
don’t need or burdening family with them.

Myth #3 – “I have plenty of time to
downsize later.” Buster: Not to be morbid,
but there are no guarantees. As they say,
there’s no time like the present. Downsizing
your stuff can be a difficult task. It’s often
physically and emotionally draining. Bet-
ter to pace yourself and start now, than to
wait until you’re forced to do it because of
amove, or health reasons. Besides, why not
enjoy the benefits of an uncluttered home
now? Your children will be forever grate-
ful!

Myth #4 – “When it comes to paper,
it’s better to be safe than sorry.” Buster:
Actually it’s possible to be safeAND sorry.
Keepingmore than you need compacts file
drawers and often spills over into piles or
boxes. That makes it difficult to find im-
portant documents when you need them.
Downsizing your files means keeping
what’s needed and important and letting go
of the rest. Having essential documents eas-
ily accessible is extremely important in case
of an emergency. The Freedom Filer sys-
tem (www.freedomfiler.com) is a great tool
for knowing what to keep and what to let
go of. Feel free to contactme for a discount
code on this fine product.

Myth #5 – “It’s too overwhelming,
I’ll never be able to do it!” Buster: Maybe
not by yourself and certainly not in one day,
but it can be done! Partner with a relative,
friend, or a Professional Organizer. This
will help you keep on track and focused.
Choose someone you trust and who will
wisely and graciously encourage the “let-
ting go” process.

Antoine De Saint-Exupery said, “A
goal without a plan is just a wish.” If down-
sizing your belongings is truly your goal,
take a few minutes right now to create a
plan. Start small, maybe just your dresser
or night stand this week. Think about it as
rightsizing; having the right amount of
things for today’s lifestyle. And don’t for-
get, the Ranchos/Hills Senior Treasure
House is a great place to donate all your
good stuff!
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By Sarah Koligian

Golden Valley schools have finished
another successful year with many signif-
icant events that are continuing to “Grow
a District of Excellence”. Each school has
celebrated many accomplishments this
past year and those staff members and par-
ents associated with the school may be
very aware of those accomplishments.
However, one of Golden Valley Unified’s
goals in the District Strategic Plan is to im-
prove communication within the school
community and outside of the school com-
munity. This article will capture and share
some of those outstanding accomplish-
ments with the larger community of the
Madera Ranchos reflecting the second se-
mester of the 2010-2011 school year.

Liberty High School
• Karie Wiegand won the CIF State

Spirit of the Sport award
• Leiasa Horanic participated in the

first ACE Summer Camp this summer.
• Science Lab building ready and

open
• Graduation ceremony moved to Sta-

dium
• Spring Musical- Grease ran a full

house for three days. Erin Navarro was
awarded an additional scholarship in the
amount of $2000.00 based on her per-
formance in Grease. She has a scholarship

to Bethany College of Music.
• Jessica De Champlain was the re-

cipient of ACSA scholarship
• LHS won the ACE building design

competition
• Halee Sabourin and Lauren Bailey

were recipients of ACE Mentor Program
Scholarship

• Halee Sabourin was the recipient of
ACE state Scholarship

• Stephanie McShane was honored by
ACSA as the GVUSD parent volunteer for
her untiring work for the Foundation for
Golden Valley Schools

• Piloted new digital senior portfolios
with power point presentation

• The San Joaquin Valley Officials As-
sociation recognized Suzie Dunn as the
“Secretary of the Year” for 2010-2011

• Kelly Styles won the sheep overall
individual award in the specialty animal
judging competition as well as the live-
stock judging contest at Reedley College.

• Faith Quandt won Gold at the State
Rabbit Judging Competition in San Luis
Obispo.

• LHS ROP teams won the Sierra Di-
vision Championship in the ROP career
skills challenge at Fresno City College.
LHS had 3 first places: ROP Sports Med-
icine team 1st place; Biology skills: Ben
Zumkeller – 1st place; Digital Imaging
skills – Jesse Dechamplain- 1st place

• Axia Vang was awarded Comcast
Leadership Scholarship

• Ariel Sawall was awarded best of
show for Youth Art Month at Circle
Gallery sponsored by the Madera Arts
Council.

• Rene Mondeau received Cadet En-
dorsement by Congressman Radanovich to
the Air Force Academy

• Nicola Lambert and Frank Panian
were named GVUSD Star Employees of
the Year

• Frank Panian was nominated as
Madera County Teacher of the Year

• Nicola Lambert was nominated as
Madera County Classified Employee of
the Year

Ranchos Middle School
• Successful Drama production “The

Addams Family” - Students and Mrs. Roth
did an amazing job and parent support as
always was beyond wonderful. Sold out
both nights!

• Championship teams in Baseball,
Softball and Girls Soccer.

• Over 190 students received either
Honor Roll, Mustang Honor Roll or Prin-
cipal’s Honor Roll for 2nd semester

• Science Fair - students were ex-
tremely creative

• Academic Pentathlon – 7th grade
Overall Champions for Madera County.
8th grade won Second Place Overall.

• Rachel’s Challenge – all students
participated in the powerful assembly at
LHS and a new club was created at Ran-
chos - Totally awesome!

• Civil War Ball - always a success.

Webster Elementary School
• Wolverine of the Year – two winners

Kelsey Noble and Rebecca Mendoza
• Gaven Crumpton, John Whitcomb

andAubrey Der Torosian read over 10,000
pages in our reading incentive program

• 5 retirees- Nola Neely, Teresa
Nixon, Steve Eicholtz, Gwen Wolley, Mar-
ilyn Carlton (over 100 years of combined
service)

• Kiwanis awarded two bicycles to
Holly Hiatt and Shaun Foster for showing
good character.

• Jill Lee and Stephanie Wagner wel-
comed new baby daughters in the spring.

• Principal Felipe Piedra - Adminis-
trator of the Year for Golden Valley and
Madera County

• Jessica Simonton was married on
June 4, 2011

Sierra View Elementary School
• Muffins with mom
• End of the Year Benchmarks
• SVPC Carnival
• Open House
• Count Me In Movie Class Competi-

tion
• Count Me In Monthly
• STAR Carnival
• Kindergarten Graduation
• Accelerated Reader Principal’s Party
• After School Math Tutorial

• English Learners Tutorial
• Purchased new mascot outfit
• Professional Development for all

grade levels
• Creation of ELA pacing guides
• Octopus Festival- 1st Grade
• Sierra View Talent Show
• End of the Year Spirit Rally
• Modernization project started
• Sierra View vs. Webster Mushball

Competition
• Cookie Dough Fundraiser
• STAR Teacher of the Year –Chelan

Shepherd
• STAR Classified Employee of the

Year – Gail Allen
• 6th Grade-Countries Around the

World
• 1st Grade- Patriotic Day
• Kid’s Day
• Retirements of Gwen Wooley and

Nola Neely
• Flatlanders’ Parade Float

Educational Options
• 26 graduates from Educational Op-

tions this year
• First Promotion Ceremony at CHCC

Home/Hospital School for 12 students in
grades K – 8

• Michael Avila a graduate from Cen-
tennial this year raced in his first profes-
sional motorcycle race and won!

• Iltze Solar graduated from college
then came back this spring semester and
received her high school diploma

• John Meacham from Valley Teen
Ranch won the school logo contest with a
patriotic eagle

• Randy Mewhirter did an assembly
type class (relate for life) for Independ-
ence, Lincoln and Valley Teen Ranch that
changed a majority of the student’s actions
and reactions to life’s relationships

Maintenance
• Maintenance Department received

478 work requests with a 98% completion
rate

• Successfully repaired propane main
line at Webster Elementary without inter-

Golden Valley Unified School District Su-
perintendent, Sarah Koligian.

Successful Year Ends with “District of Excellence” Still Growing
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ruption to school functions
• Preparation for modernization at

Sierra View Elementary.
• Established an adequate sub pool for

bus routes and custodial support

Operations (Grounds)
• Maintained and supported a full

schedule of Football, Soccer, Baseball and
Softball.

• Dealt with another extra wet year;
conditions that play havoc to sports fields.

• Extra site support at Liberty High
School, addition of a new Stadium and
Science building.

Transportation Department
• The transportation department main-

tained the 8 established routes for the
2010/2011 school year

• Maximized capacities of buses con-
tinues to reduce home to school trans-
portation costs

• Route optimization through setting
assigned bus stops geographically and
modification of walking distances was in
affect this fiscal year with little or no im-
pact on service

• Custodial support for the district was
implemented and put into effect.

• Both in-house and sub drivers have
done an excellent job filling the shoes
when called upon

Night Custodial Crew
• New for the 2010/2011 school year

was the adoption of the Team Cleaning
Concept to provide custodial support at all
five school sites

• Established an excellent sub custo-
dial pool

Cafeteria
• Prepared approximately 500 break-

fast and 1000 lunches and had it ready to
serve on time everyday

• Five new people to our staff which
caused all schools to run more efficiently

• Continued to provide healthy, nutri-
tious, and tasty food for our students

This list of accomplishments is just a
snapshot of the many successes our stu-
dents and staff experienced during the sec-
ond semester of the school year. Thank you
to all of our staff, students, parents for your
many hours of dedication and commitment
to providing our students with “a district of
excellence”. Thank you to the parents of
Golden Valley for entrusting your children
to us to provide the best education for them.

This is my last article submitted to the
Ranchos Independent as Superintendent of
Golden Valley Unified School District.
Thank you to the community of the
Madera Ranchos, parents and staff for al-
lowing me the privilege to lead the district
for the past four years. It has been an in-
credible experience and a blessing to my
life. I share my best wishes to all of you
for continued success.

“Never doubt that a thoughtful group
of committed people can change the world.
Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.”

– Margaret Mead

GROW cont. from P. 16

In Memoriam

Robert “Bob” Costanzo

July 17, 1920 - June 2, 2011
Bob Costanzo passed away on June 2, 2011. He was another one of ourWWII vet-

erans. Bob was maried to and is survived by Marie Sells Costanzo. Bob and Marie met
at the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center and were married in November of 2010. Both Bob
and Marie have been Madera Ranchos residents for many years.

Bob was buried at the San Joaquin Valley National Cemetery in Gustine, Calif.
with full military honors.
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also advancing to the Western Regional
Championship were Humboldt State
University in second place; University
of Nevada, Reno in third place; Sacra-
mento State in fourth place; and Boise
State University in fifth place.

The top five teams from each
tournament qualify for the regional
championship where the first-place
team will win $12,500 cash for their
school and $12,500 cash and a
Ranger 177TR bass boat with a 90
horsepower Evinrude or Mercury
outboard wrapped in school colors
for their fishing club. The top five
teams from each regional tournament
advance to the national champi-
onship where the first-place team
will win $25,000 for their school and
$50,000 cash and a Ranger 177TR
bass boat with a 90-horsepower
Evinrude or Mercury outboard
wrapped in school colors for their
fishing club.

College Fishing is free to enter
and FLW Outdoors provides boats and
drivers for each competing team along
with travel allowances. All partici-
pants must be registered, full-time un-
dergraduate students at a four-year
college or university and members of a
fishing club recognized by their col-
lege or university.

The next National Guard FLW Col-
lege Western Division tournament is
scheduled for Sept. 24 on Clear Lake in
Clearlake, Calif., and is hosted by Twin
Pine Casino & Hotel.

FLWOutdoors is the largest tourna-
ment-fishing organization in the world,
offering anglers worldwide the opportu-
nity to compete for millions over the
course of 191 tournaments in 2011.

You can get more information at
www.CollegeFishing.com.

FISH cont. from P. 2

make their left turns.
When turning left from a side street or

driveway, signal and wait until it is safe.
Then drive into the center left turn lane.
Enter traffic only when it is safe.

You may drive across a center left turn
lane.

So the bottom line is the days of pass-
ing cars on the right as they wait at an inter-
section onAvenue 12 are gone. Left turning
cars will be sitting in their own lanes and
you can just scoot on by. Please note: This is
NOT a passing lane. That will probably
pretty much guarantee a ticket on the new
Avenue 12.

2. Can I park my car or truck on Av-
enue 12? - No. There is simply no place to
put either type of vehicle now. An ongoing
complaint about Avenue 12 was big rigs
parked up and down the street, effectively
blocking your view if you tried to pull out of
a business driveway onto 12. Often you

would have to commit the entire front end
of your car just to get out far enough to see
if there was any oncoming traffic. That is
now a thing of the past, but the trade off is
no street parking. Six of one and half a
dozen of the other.

3. How will this affect my garbage
pickup on Avenue 12? - I talked to District
1 Supervisor Frank Bigelow and he said the
County is looking at different alternatives.
What the County is planning initially is
looking at having the garbage trucks begin
at an earlier time when traffic is lightest and
see if that doesn’t alleviate any potential
problems with garbage service. If that does-
n’t work? Back to the drawing board.

4. How will this affect mail delivery on
Avenue 12? - Mail trucks are considerably
smaller than garbage trucks, but Bigelow
said the County was also looking at asking
the Post Office to deliver the mail earlier at
lower traffic volume times. The County is
pretty much looking at mail deliver through
the same lens as garbage pickup, the only

problem is garbage is once a week; the let-
ter carriers are out there six days a week.

5. What’s that stuff all over Avenue 12
now? - What you’re seeing on Avenue 12
is called “chipseal.” It’s a product that
breathes new life into older asphalt roads at
a greatly reduced price (up to 40 percent
less than re-asphalting), but it extends the
life of the road for about another 10 years,
according to Frank Bigelow. The advan-
tages are that it’s virtually maintenance
free, never needs a sealcoat and offers bet-
ter traction. It also provides a cooler surface
since it doesn’t absorb heat like blacktop
does. Who knew?

The bottom line to our new Avenue 12
is that, as so often happens, in an attempt to
fix one problem, a whole slew of new ones
pop up. We need, as a community, to be
aware of the laws regulating our newly
striped thoroughfare, follow the rules and
let’s see what happens. Remember, painting
stripes is a lot cheaper than building a new
road.

TURN LANE cont. from P. 2
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Anew Lions Club has been charted in
the Madera Ranchos with 28 men and
women. The club will serve the Madera
Ranchos area and is sponsored by the
Madera Breakfast Lions Club. Guiding
Lions are PresidentChuckWesely andLions
Past President Dwight Stephens.

District Governor Steve Granlees said,
“I am proud to welcome these men and
women into Lions. The Ranchos will be
proud to have such a fine group serving their
community.”

The Ranchos Lions Club will meet on
the firstThursdayof everymonth at theRan-
chos Pizza Factory. For more information
contact Lions Chuck Wesley at 559-479-
1644 or Lion Dwight Stephens 559-274-
5364, or online at www.lionsclubs.org.

Lions Charter
Ranchos Club

Madera County Sheriff John Ander-
son today issued a fraud alert to citizens
throughout Central California regarding a
new debt collector scam that has surfaced
in Madera County.

People masquerading as debt collec-
tors are contacting consumers via cell
phone, land lines and in one case a mes-
sage was left on a victim’s work phone.

Victims have received calls from peo-
ple posing as a Steve Clark, a James Wat-
son, and an Eric Watson. The person
calling claims to be a debt collector rep-
resenting a law firm called “Neal &
Richardson” and/or “Neil Richardson As-

sociates,” with a telephone number 559-
838-0290.

The premise of the call is to inform
the victim that they are in default of a
loan; and if the victim does not have legal
representation an arrest is imminent.
However, the matter can be resolved,
claims the caller, by paying a said amount
of money within 30 days. The tone is usu-
ally threatening in nature, but at some
point some of the alleged scammers in-
voke God into the conversation ending
with a phrase, “God Bless and Good
Luck.”

Sheriff Anderson says that if you get
such a call, hang up and notify authorities.

Complaints can be filed with the FTC
(Federal Trade Commission), Better Busi-
ness Bureau and the State Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office.

A New Debt Collector
Scam Has Surfaced in Madera
County

SheriffWarnsAboutCollection Scam



Again this month we have a guest
writer for the Pastor’s Desk. He is not a
pastor but he has a message. With ap-
proximately 17.6 million Americans
adults who abuse alcohol or are alcohol
dependent, his message is timely and rel-
evant.

Editor

By Mike B.

Hi, my name is Mike and I’m an Al-
coholic.

Last time I wrote just a little to the
behind the scenes nature of the normal al-
coholic; the tip of the iceberg so to speak.
It is a very complicated disease, that com-
plicated people have, and there is not a
cure. If the idea that there is not a cure
sounds a little harsh or crass, keep read-
ing and hopefully the light will come on.

You see, we deal
with alcohol – cun-
ning, baffling and
powerful. It is the
only disease that con-
tinually tells you that
you do not have it. A
few of you may have
a problem with the
fact that we use the
word disease.We un-
derstand that it is not
cancer, polio or dia-
betes. If you look at
the word disease,
break it up and it looks like this “Dis-Ease,”
which means “not at ease.” Believe me,
when you are in the middle of your battle
with alcohol you are as far away from ease
as you can possibly get. Now that we un-
derstand it truly is a disease I will continue.

I read parts of two books daily: the
Holy Bible and the Big Book of AA. The
Bible tells me in the book of Jeremiah,
“The heart is deceitful above all things,
and there is no cure.” The Big Book tells
me that there is no cure for alcoholism.
What that tells me and that I finally get is
I need to continually, every day, work on
my heart, my soul and my mind. Every
day I have to put God first and sobriety
second. If I do this everything else will fall
into place. When I first got out of rehab, I
wanted everything back. When things did
not go as I had planned, self- pity and de-
pression overtook me and I got drunk.
Now, I finally realize turning my will over
to a Higher Power every day, God will
give me what I need, when I need it. Not
what I want but what I need, that is the
key. Keep God first and the minutia of life

will never, ever get you down. He will
never leave you or forsake you.

While you as an alcoholic are wrap-
ping your mind around the fact that you
can never drink like a gentleman or lady,
you start to understand that alcoholism is
a disease of a two-fold nature: an allergy
of the body and an obsession of the mind.
This will clear up a number of questions.
The allergy we could do nothing about.
Somehow our bodies had reached the
point where we could no longer absorb
alcohol in our systems. The “why” is not
important; the fact is that one drink will
set up a reaction in our system that re-
quires more; that one drink is too much
and a hundred drinks are not enough.

The obsession of the mind is a little
harder to understand, and yet everyone has
obsessions of various kinds. The alcoholic
has them to an exaggerated degree. Over a

period of time we
have built up self-
pity and resentments
toward anyone or
anything that inter-
feres with our drink-
ing. Dishonest
thinking, prejudice,
ego, antagonism to-
ward anyone and
everyone who dares
to cross us, vanity
and a critical attitude
are character defects
that gradually creep

in and become a part of our lives. Living
with fear and tension inevitably results in
wanting to ease that tension, which alcohol
seems to do temporarily. It took me some
time to realize that the Twelve Steps ofA.A.
were designed to help correct these defects
of character and so help remove the obses-
sion to drink. The Twelve Steps, which to
me are truly God inspired, are a spiritual
way of living. It meant to me a way of life
that had to have honest thinking, not wish-
ful thinking; open-mindedness, a willing-
ness to try and a faith to accept. These are a
must: patience, tolerance and humility, and
above all, the belief that a power greater
than ourselves could and would help if we
let it.

“There is a principle which is a bar
against all information, which is proof
against all arguments and which cannot
fail to keep a man in everlasting igno-
rance – that principle is contempt prior to
investigation” – Herbert Spencer

Until we talk again,

Mike

The Pastor’s Desk

Peeling the Layers of Alcoholism

“There is a principle which is
a bar against all information,
which is proof against all argu-
ments and which cannot fail to
keep a man in everlasting igno-
rance – that principle is contempt
prior to investigation”

– Herbert Spencer
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You can do it yourself or have the
pros at Madera Glass & Mirror
take care of your window repairs.

Madera Glass & Mirror’s repair services are close to the prices charged in the 1980’s. Give them a call today
for unbelieveable prices on incredible quality work and products for all of your glass and screen needs.

Gotbrokenscreens?MaderaGlass
& Mirror has the expertise to make
quick work of any screen repair.

Glass for picture frames is a spe-
cialty at Madera Glass & Mirror. Fix
a broken one or complete a project.

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“WeAre Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & SantaAna

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

DIETWORLD MEDICALGROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only

$20OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast
Results

CALL NOW!
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Ranchos Dental Care
& Orthodontics
37144 Avenue 12 #104
Madera Ranchos

www.ranchosdental.com
559-645-5320

SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE RANCHOS INDEPENDENT
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By Jannai Pero

This year’s July 4th Family Freedom
Fest will be at the Coarsegold Historic Vil-
lage, 35300Highway 41, inCoarsegold. Last
year approximately 1,000 people attended the
Family Freedom Fest at Oakhurst Park and
this year we will have more parking, more
vendors and better visibilitywith access right
off Highway 41. This is a free community
event sponsored by theOakhurst/Coarsegold
and Central Valley Tea Party.

The main program will be from 11 a.m.
until 3 p.m., but therewill be activities all day
starting at 9 a.m., so families can come early
and stay late. There will be plenty of food
choices to enjoy from vendors to restaurants
with a grocery store and deli nearby. There
will bemusic, free children’s activities,many
vendor booths to visit, inspiring speakers and
something for everyone.

We are pleased to feature an international

recording artist, Linda Lanier, who tours
America singing and giving inspirational
speeches. She has a patriotic program that has
moved audiences to tears. Linda possesses a
passion for our country, our military and our
veterans. She has entertained at the Pentagon,
Governor engagements and she been ex-
tremely involved with promoting the Army
Nation Guard. Linda Lanier has had several
#1 hits including her song, “The American
Flag” which hit #1 on the Radio Active Air-
play Charts. We hope all Veterans will come
and enjoy this very special presentation in
their honor.

A great line up of speakers will inspire,
challenge and inform us. Jim Franklin, talk
showhost forKMJ and pastor ofCornerstone
Church in Fresno; Serafin Quintanar, a for-
mer Congressional candidate and local con-
servative activist for the Hispanic
communities; Michael Olsen, producer and
host of the syndicated FoodChain radio show
speaking about “From Food to Freedom”;
Kirk McKenzie of Silent No More Publica-
tions and author of Money, Defending Your
Prosperity; as well as Jim Patterson, former

mayor of Fresno.
Children will be a big part of this year’s

event. We will repeat the popular reading of
the Declaration of Independence by children
in costume. Several patriotic songs and
dances with children will be choreographed
and led by professional children’s voice and
dance teacher, Jen Piccolotti. Russ andRetha
Crumpton will provide all-day fun for chil-
drenwith FREEbounce houses, water slides,
gold panning, candle and soapmaking, crafts
and other old fashion fun.

A former president and actor from the
GoldenChain theatre, J.R. Froelich, haswrit-
ten an original melodrama that will be per-
formed for the first time with nine actors at
this year’s July 4th Family Freedom Fest.

Bring your hats and lawn chairs and in-
vite your friends and family to celebrate
America’s freedomat theCoarsegoldHistoric
Village this July 4th. Because this is a free
event, we invite sponsors, advertisers, ven-
dors and volunteers to be involved in sup-
porting this patriotic celebration. To find out
how you can be involved or for more info,
contact: Family Freedom Fest Committee at

559-642-4852. You can email them at lowe-
holler@sti.net, or you can mail them at PO
Box 1261, Coarsegold, CA93614-1261.

Madera Chapter Tea Party Meetings
Our June meeting guest speaker was

Steve Frank from California Political News
who spoke on “TheGreat CaliforniaDepres-
sion of 2011.” Now that was ameeting to get
your blood pressure up.

Mark your calendar for the third Thurs-
day of each month and don't miss hearing
some very interesting speakers while con-
nectingwith others. The July 14meetingwill
feature John T. Somerville, Central Regional
Coordinator for Christians United For Israel,
at 6 p.m. at Perko's in Madera. Please check
theTea Partywebsite for complete details.Go
to www.centralvalleyteaparty.com/events

For more information, and for those
without Internet access, contact John Smed-
ley at 645-7031. If you have access to the in-
ternet, you can contact John at
jcsmedley@comcast.net. You can also con-
tact Rick Farinelli by making an e-mail con-
nection at richardfarinelli@sbcglobal.net.

MakeYour 4th a Tea Party Celebration at Freedom Fest

Marrow Registry for help. According to Dr.
Jeffrey Chell, the chief executive officer of the
NationalMarrowDonor Program, “Each year,
thousands of people with different forms of
cancer turn to theNationalBoneMarrowReg-
istry for transplants. Seven million people are
listed on the registry, however only a very small
percentage of them are from minority groups.
That's unfortunate,” Chell said, "your back-
ground, your heritage is absolutely critical in
finding a match. Currently only 9 percent of
people on the registry are Hispanic. That's not
enough."

Chell said they have a registry ofmillions,
but they still do not havematchedbonemarrow
donors for all patients. They need more people
to join the registry, especially those fromracially
and ethnically diverse communities. “Any one
person has a 1 in 20,000 chance of matching a
stranger. By becoming a bone marrow donor
youaregivingsomeoneachanceofaLifetime.”
For more information about being a bone mar-
row donor you can visit www.marrow.org.

“We don't know how many donors they
went through to find a match. All we know is
that we only had 1 good match,” said Lexi’s
Aunt, Alicia Delgado. This was certainly the
news that Lexi’s family and friendswerewait-
ing for. Lexi was admitted to Lucille Packard
Children's Hospital at Stanford on March 18
where she was given intensive radiation and
chemotherapy prior to the bonemarrow trans-
plant.OnMarch 25 she received the transplant,

which is similar to receiving a blood transfu-
sion. Two days after the transfusion Alicia
posted to Facebook: “Lexi has been doingwell
and continues to smile as always.Where there
is hope there can be faith; where there is faith,
Miracles can occur.”

Lexi suffered little
side effects from her treat-
ments and doctors were
pleased that she did so
well. The hope is that the
donor cells continue to
grow and create new
healthy cells for Lexi's
body. A primary concern
after bone marrow trans-
plant is “Graft vs. Host
Disease,” which means
that the body is rejecting
the new cells. This can
happen within months or
even years of a transplant.
Lexi takesmedication that
helps prevent getting this
disease. Lexiwas in isola-
tion during her stay at
Stanford and she couldn't
leave her room. To pass
the time she would draw,
paint, do crafts and played
her iPod Touch. Lexi also has a mini nail
salon so she loved to paint her nails. “Once
word got out that she did nails, nurses would
come in and ask for their nails to be done,”
saidAlicia.

At the end of April Lexi’s bone marrow,
tests showednopresenceof any leukemia cells.
Doctors then considered her to be “in recov-
ery.”And at that time Lexi was released to the
nearby Ronald McDonald House at Stanford.

One of the many nice
things about being at the
Ronald McDonald House
is that a patient is able to
have family stay with
them. Lexi’s father, Alex
Delgado, has been by her
side the entire time.Hewas
even lucky enough to be
Lexi’s date at the recent
Lucille Packard Children's
Hospital Prom.Other fam-
ily members have also
been able to stay with her.
Lexi is staying in the Gar-
den Immunity Wing,
where patients who have
compromised immune
systems stay. Because she
still has a weak immune
system she is limited to a
small number of visitors to
avoid catching anything.
The other children in this
wing also have some form

of cancer so Lexi is able to interact with other
children towhomshe can relate. Lexi also goes
to school for four hours a day at the hospital so
that she doesn't fall behind on her schoolwork.
This way, she can resume classes with the rest

of her friends when she is able.
Lexi had a wonderful surprise recently

when twoof her best friends from theRanchos
school showedup to visit.Mikayla andSavan-
nah Mosier made the trip to surprise Lexi and
she was thrilled to see them and to show them
around. Lexi will be sharing an address with
Ronald McDonald until the end of June or
early July when she may be released back to
Children’s Hospital inMadera.

“Throughout it all, Lexi has continued to
keep a smile on her face and a positive attitude.
Her body has been through so much, but she
has been able to stay strong and not let the bad
days get her down for long,” saidAlicia.

Lexi enjoys keeping in touch with her
friends through Facebook, where her journey
back to health has been journaled by Lexi, her
family and her friends. “I can't wait to get back
home to be with my family and my friends.
The thing I miss most about being at home is
sleeping inmy own bed!” Lexi is also looking
forward to going back to Children’s Hospital
inMadera to see all of her beloved doctors and
nurses again. She wants to thank everyone for
all of their love and support.

Because of privacy laws, the Delgados
were given very little information about the
bone marrow donor. After a year, if the donor
agrees, thenLexi andher family canmake con-
tact with the donor. Both Lexi and her father
Alex look forward to the day that they’ll be
able to meet the donor and thank this person
for their gift of life and for allowing Lexi the
chance to get better.

LEXI cont. from P. 2

By Lexi’s side the entire time, Alex
Delgado has been with his daughter
throughout the whole ordeal and looks
forward to the day that she can come
home.
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Have friends or family
who love the Ranchos
Independent but live
outside the area? Are
you moving but you
still want to keep in

touch with what’s happen-
ing in the Madera Ranchos?

to the Ranchos Independent!

645-0634 • fax 645-4002 • ranchosnews@yahoo.com

37167 Ave. 12, #5C
Madera, CA 93636

SUBSCRIBE!

Ranchos IndependentThe

local news • local events • local happenings
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SPREAD THE NEWS!

4-H Ends the Year ...

Sierra Shadows 4-H club have been
very busy these past few months and all
their hard work has paid off. Some of our
members entered craft items into the
Chowchilla-Madera County Fair while
others exhibited small animals and live-

stock. The Sierra Shadows 4-H members
did very well at the fair with many mem-
bers placing and receiving ribbons for
showmanship and some members sold
their market animals. I would like to per-
sonally thank all the buyers who bid on
our 4-H project animal and supported us.
I would also like to thank our parents for
their tireless dedication. While the mem-
bers were busy getting ready for the fair,
some of the members were also getting
ready to present their demonstration
speech at Regional Presentation Day and
State Field Day which is held every year
at the UC Davis campus. While all this is
going on, 4-H members are also busy
putting together this year's 4-H camp pro-

gram. This year 4-h camp will be held at
a different location, Camp Pacifica in
Mariposa. And as you can guess, things
even got busier; some of our members
were getting ready to graduate from 8th
grade and high school. For those who are
graduating this year, Sierra Shadows 4-H
club wishes you the best.

As some of you know I have been
writing 4-H articles this past year to in-
form the Ranchos community about what
we at Sierra Shadows 4-H have been up
to and will be doing. This 4-H year has
ended and all the members are busy fin-
ishing up the last minutes details of our
record book. All 4-H members keep a
record book which given members an op-

portunity to reflect on their yearly work.
The members document their skills they
have learned and experiences in a written
report. If you have an opportunity, ask a
4-H member to show you their record
book, they can be quiet impressive. The
Sierra Shadows 4-H club will mark the
end of this year with a swimming pool
party.

Youth between the ages of 9 to 18
years old may join 4H. The Sierra Shad-
ows 4H club leader is Terri Fernandez,
who can be reached at 559-645-4836.
The next club meeting will be held at
Sierra View Elementary School cafete-
ria in September at 7 p.m. Hope to see
you there.
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A l t e r a t i o n S e r v i c e s

M a d l i n ' s A l t e r a t i o n s - 4 0
y e a r s e x p e r i e n c e - T a i l o r -
i n g , r e p a i r s a n d l e a t h e r s .
F a s t s e r v i c e . N EW A D -
D R E S S & P H O N E N UM -
B E R : 3 6 7 3 3 A v e . 1 2 . C a l l
5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 5 8 3 .

C r a f t e r ’ s C o v e - N o w
d o i n g A LT E R AT I O N S .
M a k e y o u r c l o t h e s f i t y o u
l i k e t h e y ’ r e s u p p o s e d t o .
A l s o , r e p a i r s d o n e . C a l l
6 4 5 - 6 0 0 0 .

C o n s t r u c t i o n

N e w c o n s t r u c t i o n , r e m o d -
e l s , r o o m a d d i t i o n s , b a r n s
a n d p a t i o s . C a l l 5 5 9 - 9 7 0 -
4 4 7 6 o r 5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 0 3 3 .

F l o o r / U p h o l s t e r y C a r e

P i n n a c l e C a r p e t C a r e a n d
U p h o l s t e r y . F R E E e s t i -
m a t e s . F R E E s t a i n p r o t e c -
t i o n w i t h a n y p u r c h a s e .
T i l e , a g g r e g a t e , s h o w e r s ,
P e b b l e T e c . G o l d e n Va l l e y
C h a m b e r M e m b e r , B B B ,
r e f e r e n c e s . C a l l B r u c e a t
6 7 6 - 0 7 6 0 .

G u t t e r S e r v i c e s

T h e G u t t e r D o c t o r s p e c i a l i z -
i n g i n b o t h c o n t i n u o u s a n d
s t a n d a r d r a i n g u t t e r s . G e n -
e r a l C o n t r a c t o r - R e p a i r
M a i n t e n a n c e . 2 9 y e a r s w o r k -
i n g i n t h e a r e a . C a l l 5 5 9 -
8 2 2 - 2 7 5 9 .

H o u s e c l e a n i n g

Hou s e c l e a n i n g S e r v i c e - Ha v e
y o u r h o u s e s p r i n g c l e a n e d a l l
y e a r l o n g . Ex p e r i e n c e , r e s p o n -
s i b l e , h o n e s t . F a i r p r i c e s . Ca l l
4 1 6 - 2 5 8 5 .

L o s t & F o u n d

D o g - P o m e r a n i a n . F o u n d
M a y 2 4 . B e a b l e t o d e -
s c r i b e . C a l l 6 4 5 - 0 4 5 1 o r
3 0 4 - 5 9 4 5 .

P a i n t i n g S e r v i c e s

Pa in t ing Serv i c e s - 40 year s o f
exper i ence . L i c en s ed and in -
sured . Frank Kramer Exter iors .
L i c . #273099 . Ca l l 645 -4113 .

Paint ing Services - Gerald
Scheff ing & Son Paint ing. 40
years experience. Inter ior & Exte-
rior. Licensed, insured and bonded.
Lic #313070. Call 674-2320.

T r a c t o r S e r v i c e s

Tr a c t o r Wo r k - D i s c i n g , r o -
t o t i l l i n g , we e d c u t t i n g , s t um p
g r i n d i n g , r o l l - o f f b i n . B o b c a t
wo r k , d r i l l i n g p o s t h o l e s , t r e e s ,
t r e n c h i n g a n d c l e a n u p s .Ca l l
N e a l a t 6 4 5 - 1 2 0 0 o r 2 8 5 - 8 2 11 .

Tr a c t o r Wo r k - Ho u s e p a d s ,
l o t l e v e l i n g , d r i v e w a y s ,
t r e n c h i n g , c o n c r e t e w o r k a n d
unde rg round u t i l i t i e s i n s t a l l ed .
Ca l l 5 5 9 - 9 7 0 - 4 4 7 6 o r 5 5 9 -
6 4 5 - 4 0 3 3 .

Tr a c t o r Wo r k - Mow i n g , d i s c -
i n g , l i g h t s c r a p i n g . Ca l l
Toma s a t 6 4 5 - 0 8 6 4 .

We igh t Los s

LOSE WIGHT - and keep i t o f f
w i t h A l k a l i n e Wa t e r. Ca l l 5 5 9 -
213 -4470 .

Wel lness Workshop

Monday, Ju l y 11 - A f re e We l l -
n e s s Workshop a t 3 : 30 p .m .
and 6 p .m. a t the P izza Fac tory
in the Madera Ranchos t o o ff e r
s imp le so lu t ions to improve qua l -
i t y o f l i f e f o r you r s e l f a nd you r
f ami ly. I t i nc ludes r e sea r ch f rom
30+ un i v e r s i t i e s on a powe r f u l
and na t u r a l s o l u t i on f o r t oday ' s
h e a l t h cha l l e nge s f o r bo t h ch i l -
d r en and adu l t s . Contac t Ra -
mona France s 363 -5186 or s e e
www.ramonasjuiceplus .com.

Window Cleaning Services

M o s t w i n d o w s $ 5
i n s i d e / o u t . S c r e e n , t r a c k a n d
s i l l s i n c l u d e d . R e m o v e h a r d
w a t e r s t a i n o n h o m e w i n -
d o w s , s h o w e r d o o r s a n d c a r
w i n d o w s . C o b w e b r e m o v a l
a v a i l a b l e . F u l l y i n s u r e d .
C a l l N i c k a t 2 8 5 - 1 7 2 3 . F r e e
e s t i m a t e s . S E N I O R D I S -
C OUN T !

Yard Trac tor Implement s

S c r a p e r a n d D i s c e r f o r S e a r s
y a r d / g a r d e n t r a c t o r . D i s c e r
u s e d o n c e . S c r a p e r N E V E R
u s e d . $ 1 0 0 e a c h o r b o t h f o r
$ 1 7 5 . C a l l R a n d y a t 9 0 5 -
8 3 11 .

SUDOKU

©2011 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

TO ADVERT ISE
CALL 645-0634



Real Estate Nancy Watson
645-5000

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 20
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 6/11

A Ranchos resident for over 27 years, I am a full-time professional agent working the
Madera, Fresno and Clovis areas. Inventories of homes for sale are at a long term low.
Now is a great time to sell as competition is low. And it is a great time to buy with record
low interest rates and multiple tax incentives. Call me today!

DAVID PARKER

490-1989
www.davidparker.info

DRE#: 01323109

Realtor®

6/11

6/11

www.The Ranchos.com
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Jerry Eddings, Realtors
Direct Line: 559-435-3366 Madera: 559-645-1890
Fresno: 559-435-1890 FAX: 559-645-5417
www.maderahomes.com DRE #00329063 6/

11

Don't wait until the last minute. You can be pro-active!
If you're facing the possibility of losing your home to

foreclosure and are not sure what might be available to you,
please call me. As a CDPE (Certified Distressed Property
Expert) I will go over the latest information to help you
make a good decision.

Direct: (559) 364-1000 • Fax: (559) 440-7608
liz@LizKuchinski.com • www.LizSellingHomes.com

Century 21 C.Watson
7520 North Palm • Fresno

6/11
LIZ KUCHINSKI, CDPE, CRS, GRI, SFR

Realtor, Century 21 C. Watson

6/11

6/
11

To Advertise
in the
RRaanncchhooss
IInnddeeppeennddeenntt
645-0634call



repair
ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR
INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS

TRAILER BOATS ONLY

CRONIN MARINE

Since1964

664455--11997777

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

Click on “Local News” at 

VELVET TOUCH 
CAR WASH
& DETAIL

645-6630
37075 AVE. 12 • MADERA RANCHOS

B.M.T.
Computer Repair
(559) 917-4507
• Sales & Service
• In-Home Service
Sé Habla Español

Microsoft Cerified Pro

Retired FPD 26 yr.
Ca. Lic.#79328

Certifications:
A+/Network +

Thomas Valdez Computer Tech.

645-1918
www.hartsphotographs.com

• Professional
photography

• Personalized
unique gifts

• Gift certificates

Jo-De DRILLING

& TRACTOR SERVICE

674-7770
HARDPAN DRILLING

HIGH QUALITY

555599--445544--88006600

GATE SYSTEMS

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION
YOU DESERVE

TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS

ROOFING   

TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

FRANK KRAMER
INSURED

LIC. #273099

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113

since1970

PAINTING CONTRACTOR

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service
• Equipment
• Supplies

• Residential
• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial

• Locally Owned

Mobile Notary and 
Loan Document Signing
Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
381-5879

Notary in the
Ranchos!

Notary in the
Ranchos!

IInntteerrlloocckkiinngg  PPaavveerrss

444422--11999999444422--11999999
nnootthhiinngg  oouuttllaassttss  ppaavveerrss!!

wwwwww..rrllaaccyyiinntteerrlloocckkppaavveerrss..ccoomm

LLiicc..  ##330066551111

SINCE
1980

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-
coustical Removal

Color Matching

& Chuck’s Transmission

664455--44447755
Ranchos Auto Repair
+ A/C SERVICE

FREE ESTIMATES
LIC. #B0008113

664455--11557788

Jeff Clark

• GM, H1 & ASE Master Certified
• General Automotive Repairs
• Hot Rod Customizing & Lowering

Clark’s Performance

664455--11557788

Lic. #393449

Call us for all

CARTER DRYWALL

your drywall needs

645-1914

Service, Inc.

All Stage Construction, Inc.

559-681-8947

FREE ESTIMATES!

Need
Construction?

• Concrete
• Rough Framing
• General Building
• Steel Buildings • Shop Buildings
• Room Additions • New Construction

LIC. #932435

Landscape &
Gardening
Service

555599--330011--11661133
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call

CERTIFIED ARBORIST

645-TREE
(8733)

• Artful Pruning
• Removals
• Disease
Management

Page 24    

ROGER PRATER
CONCRETE

Residential & Commercial
38 years experience

Lic. # 599235

(559) 645-0911
(559) 645-0916

Dog Gone
Cute Store

Open Monday - Saturday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
645-PETS

Pet Nutrition
Novelties & Necessities

37193 Avenue 12 #3A • Madera Ranchos, CA 93636

Grooming

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801
645-1570

Store hours: 
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30

Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

• Aluminum
Screen
• Fiberglass
Screen
• Pet
Grilles
• Specialty
Screening



Business Directory

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Family and friends rally around as you confront an unexpected
challenge. Some plans will have to be changed until all the fuss and fluster settle down.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Your creative gifts find new outlets for expression this week.
Someone (a Libra, perhaps) has ideas that you might find surprisingly appealing. Pay attention.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) You'll soon be able to restart those delayed travel plans. A
financial matter you thought was closed could suddenly reopen. Be prepared to take swift,
decisive action.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) A romantic relationship takes an unexpected turn. You might
be confused about how to react. It's best not to be rushed into a decision that you're not ready to
make.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Don't let your pride stand in the way of resolving an emotionally
painful situation. This is a good time to deal with it and let the healing finally begin.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Aworkplace problem that you've been handling
so well suddenly spins out of control. Don't panic. You can rely on your good sense to help you
restore order.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Wearing rose-colored glasses won't solve a thorny
personal situation. You need to take a hard look at what's happening and then act according to the
facts.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Weigh all your options carefully before making
any decisions you've been putting off. Then go ahead and plan a weekend of family fun.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) While personal and financial situations
continue to improve, some setbacks might occur. But they're only temporary, so hang in there.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Family matters dominate the week. Health
problems raise concern but soon prove to be less serious than you had feared. Things start easing
up by the weekend.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Most situations are calmer now, both at home and
on the job. But there's still a chance that a co-worker will set off another round of unpleasantness.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) There's no need to fish for compliments from an
admirer who can't say enough nice things about you. The upcoming holiday bodes well for
family gatherings.

(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

You love to compete, both on a personal and a sporting level,
and you hate to settle for anything less than excellence.

BBoorrnn  tthhiiss  WWeeeekk

www.The Ranchos.com

• Industrial
• General
• Farm
• Mig
• Tig
• Stick
• Certified
• Portable

Welding & Fabrication
call JERRY   CLARK • 706-3865

MZC

Professional Pet Care 
When You Can’t Be There

Pets, Plants, Plus+

Accredited • Insured • Bonded

Sandra Oliver

Jackie Jones
559-240-3556

559-232-1352
or

call
Specializing in Livestock

Located in Madera Ranchos in Maywood Center
MON-FRI: 9AM-6PM  SAT: 9AM-3PM  SUN: CLOSE

• 5-Star Rated Company • Supplies • Tile Clean
• Flat Rate Pricing • Green Cleans • Service

• Repairs • Portable

37167 AVE. 12 #5D (559) 645-1969
WWW.WIGHTWATERPOOLS.COM

Page 25

(559) 645-0634  
Today!
The Ranchos Independent

JEAN BRINER
for MORE sales tomorrow, call

Need Alterations?

• Post Office
• Crafts
• Gifts

Maywood Center on Ave. 12

CRAFTER’S

645-6000
COVE



Click on “Local News” at

1. LITERATURE: "Ten Days That Shook
the World" is an account of what event in
history?
2: FASHION: What is an ascot?
3. LANGUAGE: Where might a lunule
be found on the human body?
4. ASTRONOMY: When did Edmond
Halley determine that a comet (which was
later named after him) became visible to
observers on Earth every 75 years or so?
5. GEOGRAPHY: What is the capital of
Cyprus?
6. HISTORY: Where did the Glorious
Revolution of 1688 take place?
7. U.S. PRESIDENTS: What did George
Washington do for a living as a young
man?
8. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: On which
continent did the peanut originate?
9. ANATOMY: To what system of the
human body does the gall bladder be-
long?
10. ARCHITECTURE: Who designed St.
Paul's Cathedral of London?

1.RussianRevolution
2.Scarforwidetieusedasformalneck-
wear

3.Thecrescent-shapedwhitemarkatthe
baseofthefingernailortoenail

4.1705
5.Nicosia
6.England
7.Surveyor
8.SouthAmerica
9.Digestive
10.SirChristopherWren

Answers

TRIVIATEST
By Fifi Rodriguez

(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.
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SSuuppeerr Crosswordby Dave T. Phipps
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SEMCU REGULAR MEETING
Monday, July 18 at 6:30 p.m. • Ranchos Pizza Factory

You’re Invited!

“Bring a Guest” Night

6/
11

Finally!

Aplace toget yo
ur questions a

nsweredabou
twhat’s happe

ning

in the Ranchos.

Whether you’re looking for solutions to Water Issues,

questions abo
ut Traffic Situ

ations, curiou
s about the pr

ospects for

the Ranchos getting a Park or what the future holds for a

Community Center,
this newWebsite is for y

ou.

www.semcu.com/postaquestio
n.php

Under the Pub
lic Information tab at www.semcu.com you will

see a new section called “Get Answers.” Anyone
may post a

questionwhic
hwill then be

automatically
sentasanema

il toSEMCU

members and
communitymembers that requ

est updates. O
nce the

question is answered, the person asking the question will be

notified that an answer has been posted and all questions
and

answers will b
e posted on the Website where

they can be viewed

by everyone –
like a blog.


