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CELEBRATING18 YEARSIN THE RANCHOS

Under the watchful eye of the Miss America organization, Ranchos resident
Heavenly Carrillo became the Miss Clovis Outstanding Teen for 2023 on Nov. 12.
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he newest Miss Clovis Outstanding
Teen was not only a “Heavenly”
choice, but she has a Madera Ran-

chos connection as well.
Heavenly Carrillo is a Ranchos resi-

dent who attended Webster Elementary
from kindergarten through sixth grade
and then moved on to Ranchos Middle
School before opting to attend high
school at San Joaquin Memorial in
Fresno, where she is now a junior.

Her victory on Nov. 12 brought her
a $500 scholarship in addition to the title.
She was also the winner of an on-stage
question and evening gown competition
that earned her an additional scholarship
of $250. As a participant in the Miss
America-sponsored event, all candidates
must have a “platform” that they repre-
sent. Heavenly’s platform was against
bullying and stressed mental illness and
getting kids help. For her talent competi-

tion, Heavenly performed a sign language
and dance combination routine in addi-
tion to winning “Best Interview.”

The event was held at the Paul
Shaghoian Concert Hall in Fresno under
the auspices of the Miss California Or-
ganization which is part of the Miss
America Organization. The organizations
stress that their objective is to advance the
creation, promotion and support of edu-
cational, achievement and community
service opportunities for young Califor-
nia women. Their programs stress indi-
viduality, personal development,
communication skills and physical fit-
ness. The organizations award millions in
cash and in-kind scholarships annually.

Heavenly will now work with local
organizations to help support younger
generations and represent Clovis and
Fresno County in the 2023 Miss Califor-
nia competition, coming in June of 2023.

TT
BByy  RRaannddyy  BBaaiilleeyy

Safety is a two-way street. First re-
sponders are on our state’s highways aid-
ing people along roadsides, but also rely
on safe drivers to protect them when they
are clearing crashes or responding to
other incidents. To raise awareness about
the safety of first responders, the Califor-
nia Highway Patrol, California Depart-
ment of Transportation and California
Office of Traffic Safety are joining to
promote “Crash Responder Safety Week”
beginning today. Nearly every week
throughout the country, a first responder
is killed while helping clear a roadway
crash and many more sustain life-altering
injuries. 

The U.S. Department of Transporta-

tion’s Federal Highway Administration
established this week to bring attention to
the dangers of
working at traf-
fic incidents and
to promote com-
pliance with
“Move Over”
laws. Crash Re-
sponder Safety
Week reminds
drivers to safely
move over for
crash respon-
ders or slow
down when approaching crash scenes if
it is unsafe to change a lane. California’s

“Move Over” law has been in effect for
15 years, but nearly 25 percent of people

surveyed by the
AAA Founda-
tion for Traffic
Safety were un-
aware there was
a Move Over
law in their
state. 

The lives of
crash respon-
ders – the law
en fo r c emen t ,
fire and rescue,

emergency medical services, public
works, transportation, towing, and other

roadway workers – are put at risk due to
speeding, distractions, and careless driv-
ers. These personnel provide critical aid
as first responders and are called to duty
at all hours of the day and night, in ad-
verse weather conditions, and next to
traffic moving at high speeds. 

In California, from 2017 through
2021, three CHP officers were killed and
146 injured – nine severely – while on the
freeway shoulder or median performing
their job. Nationally, in 2019 alone, 11
officers were struck and killed while con-
ducting traffic stops or other law en-
forcement activity, accounting for 41

Caltrans, CHP, OTS Ask Drivers to Respect Highway First Responders

Please see RESPONDERS on P. 9
Click on “Local News” at 

Eight years ago, Leonore Seng, a res-
ident of Sumner Hill subdivision in
Madera County, began casually asking her
neighbors for cash, cans of food, non-per-
ishables and other contributions for the
Central California Food Bank. Little did
she or her neighbors anticipate that these
efforts would blossom into a major annual
holiday giving campaign serving multi-
tudes of hungry families in Central Cali-
fornia every year. Last year this small,
49-lot subdivision raised enough money to
help the Food Bank provide over 51,000
meals to those in need. In fact, they were
the year’s top fundraiser among all con-
tributing organizations and businesses during
the Hunger Heroes campaign in Fresno,
Madera, Kings, Kern and Tulare counties.

“The economy has caused most of us
to tighten our belts, but folks continue to
give because we know that there are oth-
ers out there who are very needy, perhaps
staring at empty cupboards and hungry
children while searching for an opportu-
nity to work or waiting for that next pay-
check. That should not be”, said Seng.
“Our goal this year will be 60,000 meals.
We will be reaching out shortly.” 

If you would like to contribute or start
a contribution drive in your own neigh-
borhood, please contact Denise O’Canto
at 559-917-4910 for more information on
how to get started. “We’d love to see the
Ranchos, Tesoro Viejo, Yosemite Lakes
Park, or any other group of neighbors sur-
pass our success,” Seng said.

Ranchos Challenged to Help Needy

LHS Northwest Sequoia Champs

Photo Courtesy LHS Facebook

Liberty High’s Boys Football team
went 10-0 on the season to claim the title
of Northwest Sequoia League Champions. 

What many were calling the first
post-COVID season, Liberty won the ma-
jority of its games with authority:
37-14 over Mendota • 47-7 over Sanger
28-14 over Dos Palos • 33-0 over Yosemite
27-24 over Caruthers • 35-28 over Fowler (OT)

55-0 over Minarets • 63-0 over Parlier
56-21 over Riverdale • 57-7 over Chowchilla

On Thursday evening, Nov. 10, the
Hawks played their first playoff game against
the Shafter Generals. Shafter came into the
game with an 8-4 record and were ranked #5
in the South Sequoia League. The Hawks led
the entire game until the final 40 seconds
when Shafter went ahead to win 14-13.
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The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce’s Annual

Chamber Christmas Mixer
Wednesday, December 14

6-7:30 p.m.
37167 Avenue 12 Suite 5C

Madera Ranchos
Everyone is invited. Great food will be
served. Our Merry Christmas present

to you. Call 645-4001 for info.

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce

Come join in the celebration at the Maywood Center to raise
badly needed supplies for the Veterans Hospital in Fresno while
you get to enjoy snacks, beverages, Christmas carols and a visit
by Santa himself.
Pick a star for a Veteran at the VA Hospital

Call the Chamber at 645-4001 for complete details

MaywoodCenter •Friday,Dec.2 •6p.m.
37167 Ave. 12 • Corner of Maywood&Avenue 12

Veterans need instant coffee, white hand towels, white
socks, lap blankets, toothpaste, toothbrushes, L and XL white
t-shirts and new books.

Items can be dropped off at any time to the Chamber office,
but no later than Dec. 9. Gifts will be delivered to the Veterans at
the VA Hospital in Fresno on Dec. 12 at 10 a.m.
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Annual Community
Christmas Tree
Lighting Ceremony

TThhee  MMaaddeerraa

VVeetteerraannss’’  HHoonnoorr  GGuuaarrdd

wwiillll  bbee  lliigghhttiinngg
tthhiiss  yyeeaarr’’ss  ttrreeee!!



Click on “Local News” at
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GO
HAWKS!

Join us in supporting our
LIBERTY HIGH HAWKS

this season and all year long
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Room Additions & General Contracting • Commercial & Residential
Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting

Concrete Foundations & Flatwork 11
/2
2

11/22

Got a holding tank to fill?What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want towaste your precious well water or pay PG&E to pump it?

CALL US!

1
1
/2
2
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“I believe
that, in both

spirit and
substance,

our tax
system has
come to be

un-American.”

Guest Editorial

By Joseph Enders

Midterm results show
many too numb to care

In a fierce demonstration of political
might, the GOP has again proven it can
manage to blow an election against all
odds. And in all honesty, it wasn't the
jelly-bellied fat cats and neocons at the
Republican National Committee this time.
This one's on Donald Trump and his failed
political movement.

Before anyone says it, let's be clear:
MAGA offers the best political solution
for the United States. Donald Trump is a
Republican with a proven track record of
effectively fighting cultural Marxism and
societal decay. MAGA pushes for nearly
every economic, social and cultural solu-
tion that would truly "Make America
Great Again."

Comfortably Numb
That said, the MAGA vision faces an

enemy it could never hope to vanquish
using electoral politics — the dopamine-
addicted American public. And can you
really blame them for rejecting the unbri-
dled truth? Roughly four generations have
spent the better part of two decades binge-
watching Netflix, tapping on their phone
until their retinas burn and watching
pornography every night before bed.

Why would anyone think Americans
are going to lay down their lives for their
country and prevent the Marxist takeover
of our elections by dictator-in-chief Joe

Biden? Take a look at the results: Repub-
licans underperformed with the MAGA
message of justice for the stolen 2020
election; securing the borders; and ending
Biden's destructive economic policies.

It was supposed to be a blowout, yet
(necessarily excluding the aftershock of
9/11) Joe Biden's party had the highest re-
tention rate in Congress of any sitting
president since Bill Clinton in 1998. Vot-
ers chose the backwoods brush ape, John
Fetterman, in Pennsylvania over a some-
what conservative and extremely famous
TV star, Mehmet Oz. Stew on this: There
is now a man in the Senate who can't even
speak in complete sentences. It's all be-
cause he has "Democrat" after his name.

It's not because of money, cheating or
even the overturn of Roe v. Wade. The sad
fact is what's left of the American elec-
torate just doesn't care. The Silent Gener-
ation's last hurrah elected Trump in 2016,
but millions of them are dead now. The
war-torn, Depression-era Americans who
knew actual suffering are no longer a for-
midable force in American politics, and
they'll continue disappearing every elec-
tion cycle.

MAGA Republicans get it,
but no one else seems to

For the other generations, things are
just too comfortable. These sunken-eyed
marshmallow puffs have no sense of what
it means to be an American patriot.
Wimpy MAGA warriors simply aren't
hardened enough to take any meaningful
action against Biden's regime. They never
will. That, and only that, is why the move-
ment is an utter failure.

Why support strong, charismatic
leaders with real solutions like Donald
Trump when you have safe postcard Re-
publicans like Virginia's Gov. Glenn
Youngkin, who offers a wholesome pic-
ture of his family in goose-down zip-up
vests and blue jeans?

Distracted American voters are so
busy bathing in creature comforts that
they'll all settle for whomever the GOP
plops in front of them.

"He looks like us," they say. "He
promised to fix education," they'll shriek.

Yet what they'll get is a spineless
loser who hires LGBT staffers who sup-
port gay marriage and who also refuse to
block unconstitutional vaccine and mask
mandates. MAGA Republicans get it, but
no one else seems to.

President Trump ought to realize this:
These people don't want the answers –

Are You Not Entertained?

Please see EDITORIAL on P. 7
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A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate
• Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
• Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
• Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
• Divide your property with a parcel map
Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!

10878 Highway 41
559.645.4849

www.bedrockeng.com
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As cliché as it is, I have to say
it. How did we already get to No-
vember? I swear I was just plan-
ning a 4th of July camping trip and
“BOOM” Halloween is in the past
and Thanksgiving is within prover-
bial walking distance. Time is slip-
ping right through our fingers.

Nevertheless, despite how
quickly it seems to have come
around again, this is my favorite
season. I’m not the biggest fan of
it getting dark at five in the
evening, but chilly weather, the
warm and inviting smell of cinna-
mon, spice and woodburning
stoves, the colorful lights and the
music are all enough to fill my cup
with so much joy it spilleth over.
I’ll never understand why some
people don’t love this time of year.

I love all the holidays packed
into the last three months. This past
Halloween was one of the best I’ve
had since childhood. I got to attend
an over-the-top, Disney-level event
dubbed “The
Villain’s Ball”
where I tem-
porarily became
W i n i f r e d
Sanderson. The
original, not the
mediocre, phoned-in sequel version
with not one but TWO pathetic at-
tempts to replicate the now leg-
endary musical performance found
in the first one. I digress.

Then I spent Halloween night
surrounded by incredible graveyard
scene decorations, most of which
my dad built, scaring children and
giving out candy while my dad wan-
dered around the cul-de-sac with a
bloody machete making even some
older kids run screaming down the
street. It just doesn’t get better than
that. And now, here we are, about to
stuff ourselves with turkey smoth-
ered in delicious gravy.

Though we should all spend
time every day to thank the good
Lord for all He has blessed us with,
this time of year always serves to
remind us what we really have to
be thankful for. I mean, it’s in the
holiday’s name, right?

It’s been a hard year for a lot
of people. The economy is hitting
our wallets, budgets and our retire-
ment plans hard enough that I think
I may have to wait to retire until

SoMuchWorthy of Thanks

noon on the day I die. I’ll probably
still be expected to run the status
reports. The cost of everything is
up. People are choosing between
putting gas in their tank or food on
the table. Then when we add ill-
ness, unemployment and loss in the
mix, it may seem impossible to get
down on our knees and thank God
for how blessed we are and how
much we truly have. The thing is,
there is always something to be
thankful for. Even when things
look bleak and there doesn’t seem
to be anything positive on the hori-

zon, there is al-
ways something
to be thankful
for.

Some people
don’t have a
place to live and

here I am sitting in my warm home
typing on a nice laptop with a Christ-
mas movie on in the background.
Yes … a Christmas movie. I said it.

Some people are trying to de-
cide whether to buy food or medi-
cine this month and I have a
kitchen full of food to eat. Some
people are struggling with com-
plete loneliness. They are sitting in
their home wondering why their
family doesn’t call, why their kids
and grandkids don’t come over for
a visit , or how long it would take
someone to notice if they didn’t
wake up one morning. Worse yet,
some people feel all of this while
stuck in a nursing home surrounded
by strange people and strange
smells just wishing they could es-
cape. I have a close family and a
group of friends that are sometimes
so clingy they will probably notice
when I die before I even do.

Things aren’t perfect, but when
I step back and focus on what I
have, what the Lord has given me,

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included
• AM PM
Medications
• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only
$20OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast

Results
CALL NOW!
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CA #441782

www.chadstrucking.com ARENA SAND • SAND & GRAVEL •

HORSE FOOTING • CRUSHED ROCK •

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •

FILL DIRT •

TOP SOIL •

HUMUS •

BARK •

CHIPS •

RIVER ROCK •

BASE ROCK •

ROCK DUST •

COBBLE STONES •

DRIVEWAY BASE •

CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP •559-479-4113
LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY
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ccaallll  MMaarrkk  CCrraawwffoorrdd  ••  555599--222255--11443355
CCrraawwffoorrddIInnssuurraanncceeGGrroouupp@@yyaahhoooo..ccoomm

2255--YYeeaarr  RRaanncchhooss  rreessiiddeenntt  ••  3300++  yyeeaarrss  eexxppeerriieennccee
LLiicc..  ##OOEE5522003333  &&  00880000772222aauuttoo  ••  hhoommee  ••  ccoommmmeerrcciiaall  ••  wwoorrkkeerrss  ccoommpp
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Have a blessed and joyful
Thanksgiving!

Please see GEN WHY on P. 17
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The o the r day I had a g roup
of long- t ime f r iends over . As we
sa t down fo r a mea l one sa id ,
“Th i s f ee l s l i ke home .” I l oved
hea r ing tha t . Yes , my house i s
o rgan i zed , bu t t he bes t compl i -
ment I ge t i s when people fee l a t
home here .

One o f the
reasons she sa id
tha t i s because
o f the f ami l i a r -
i ty of our house .
We’ve been here
a lmos t 43 years .
Fo r those who
have moved
mul t i p l e t imes ,
i t c an be comfo r t i ng to go to a
p lace tha t fee l s fami l i a r . I t f ee l s
l ike home.

As we an t i c i pa t e hos t i ng
Thanksg iv ing ga the r i ngs , wha t
a re some ways we can make rea l
the words o f the song , “There ’ s
no p lace l ike home for the ho l i -
days”? Even i f you ’ve recen t l y
moved , he r e a r e some ways to
br ing the fami l i a r , o r even “s ta r t
the fami l ia r” tha t wi l l make your
house and ho l i days f ee l l i ke
home.

Tradi t ional Decora t ions: As
I look a round , mos t o f my
Thanksg iv ing deco ra t i ons a r e
f rom long ago . There a re even a
couple wooden Mayf lower sh ips
my g i r l s made in Mrs . Z inn ’ s
c l a s s a t Webs t e r E l emen ta ry
back in … wel l , l e t ’ s j u s t s ay
many yea r s ago . Thanksg iv ing
doesn’ t t end to be t rendy , so i t ’ s
fun to adorn the house wi th our
f avo r i t e p i l g r im and pumpk in
décor . Decora t ions don’ t need to
be exces s ive , bu t hav ing a few

To Grandmother ’s
House We Go

t h ings tha t come ou t eve ry fa l l
enhances the fami l i a r fee l .

Trad i t i ona l Foods : Some of
ou r Thanksg iv ing favo r i t e s a r e
tu rkey , mashed po t a toe s and
g ravy , g r een bean cas se ro l e ,
zwe ibach (a t r ad i t i ona l Ge rman
d inne r ro l l ) , o l i ve s ( fo r the f in -
gers of the l i t t l e ones ) , pumpkin
p ie s , choco la t e p i e s and f r e sh ly
whipped cream.

Your favor i t e s and t rad i t ions
may be di f fe ren t . Maybe t ry ing a
new dish each year i s a t rad i t ion
for you . In any case , shar ing fa -
mi l i a r f l avo r s i s a way of con -
nec t i ng wi th the pas t and wi th
each o ther .

Trad i t i ona l Ac t i v i t i e s : Pr io r
to Thanksg iv ing we l ike to have
ou r g randch i l d r en fo r a day o f
f a l l ac t i v i t i e s . I l ook on l ine fo r
s imple craf t s and games and prep
them ahead of t ime . I pu t the t i -
t l e s o f each ac t i v i t y on a p i ece
o f pape r in a baske t and the
g randk id s t ake tu rn s pu l l i ng

them ou t to de -
te rmine what we
do nex t .

T h a n k s g i v -
ing morn ing the
Macy ’ s pa rade
i s on as we pre -
pa r e fo r t he
mea l . Dur ing or
a f t e r t he f ea s t

we share what we’re thankfu l for
and take t ime to thank the Lord
who prov ided those b l e s s ings .
Wea the r pe rmi t t i ng , we p l ay
Bocce Bal l or take a walk around
the ne ighbo rhood and we p lay
Thanksg iv ing Bingo .

Maybe you r t r ad i t i ons in -
c lude wa tch ing the foo tba l l
game , u s ing g randma’ s ch ina ,
look ing th rough o ld fami ly pho-
to s , do ing a c ra f t , wa t ch ing “A
Char l ie Brown Thanksgiving,” or
r emin i s c ing abou t l oved ones
who have passed .

I f your fami ly o f o r ig in d id -
n’ t have t rad i t ions , o r they were
more a long the l i ne o f a rgu ing
abou t po l i t i c s , be in t en t i ona l
abou t choos ing a coup l e ac t i v i -
t i e s t ha t bu i l d a connec t i on be -
tween those you ’ r e ce l eb ra t i ng
wi th . As you have oppor tun i ty to
hos t aga in , e s t ab l i sh the good
ones as t rad i t ions .

Tradi t ional Gi f t s : I love tha t

674-1663
23338 Ave. 14

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service
Family Owned
Since 1976

11/22

Lic.#414178

Please see ORGANIZE on P. 17

• House Pads • Lot Leveling •
Underground Utilities Installed
• Septic Systems Installed •

Concrete Work
• Driveways •
Trenching

Call Sonny at
S.G.E.

Lic. #719500
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Yes , my house i s organ-
i z ed , bu t t he bes t comp l i -
men t I ge t i s when peop le
fee l a t home here .

they want to feel good about the candidate
they vote for, and the mean tweets make
voting for Trump impossible. This is an un-
fortunate reality. Any principled voter
ought to appreciate the barefaced truth he
delivers in the face of impossible adversity.
It's admirable, but Americans will admire
the safe Republican over the dangerous
mean-tweeter in the world of porn on de-
mand, TikTok and Taco 12-packs.

Bring On the Pain
It's nice to think humans are all will-

ing to serve a higher purpose and fight for
justice for justice's sake, but let's get real.
People don't push for major political
change until an insurmountable crisis hits.
Even the Bolsheviks didn't rise to power in
Russia until almost 2 million of their peo-
ple died in World War I. At home and on
the front, people were starving to death
while enduring one of the worst flu pan-
demics in human history.

That's the type of suffering that pro-
vokes dramatic political reactions and so-
cial revolutions, not 8 percent inflation and
$4-per-gallon gas. Why would it? Biden is
worth dealing with so long as you can veg
out on the couch and watch Marvel
movies. Things are going just well enough
for someone to change nothing and sur-
vive. And that's why the Jan. 6 raid on the
Capitol was just a flash in the pan.

It's beginning to look like Trump 2024
is a fruitless endeavor — not because
Trump failed but because the American
people have failed him. They will always
hate him for telling them uncomfortable

truths.
History will look kindly at Trump's

warnings of illegal immigration once states
are flooded with fentanyl and heroin, and
suburbs are transformed into narco states.
Historians will fondly recall his last-ditch
effort to liberate the Midwest's working
class while fighting to fund opposition to
the new Chinese global superpower. They
might even erect a statue in his honor at
some obscure park in Philadelphia, re-
minding them of a time before it was a
crime-ridden wasteland.

Sadly, this will not happen until Amer-
icans experience true suffering — Russian
peasant-tier suffering, to be exact. They
will follow their neo-liberal pied pipers
into slavery and, eventually, death. This
slow march off the fiscal cliff is only the
beginning. The flutes whistling the tune of
hedonism will obfuscate any sense of
what's really happening in the mind of the
average voter, and the good men who fore-
tell the implosion will just be caught in the
crossfire.

The election results provide one glim-
mer of hope: The cliff is closer now and
falling off it is probably the best chance to
awaken America's dopamine fiends — to
get them out of their comfortable stupor
and back on the path of righteousness.

In the meantime, conservatives ought
to get married, have a ton of kids and save
souls.

This article originally appeared at
ChurchMilitant.com. Church Militant (a
501(c)4 corporation) is responsible for the
content of this commentary.

EDITORIAL cont. from P. 5
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Click on “Local News” at

Over 15 years of experience
Licensed by Dept. of Fish and Wildlife
Cal. Dept. of Pesticide Regulation

Nuisance animal trapping

Call for an inspection TODAY!
11/22

Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts
559-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

AArrttss  &&  CCrraaffttss  SSttuuddiioo  ••  BBiissqquuee  ••  WWoooodd  IItteemmss
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Appointment Only -- Give us a call!
Visit us at www.RanchosCraftersStudio.com
and Facebook “What’s Up in the Ranchos”
Contact us for SPECIAL GROUP PARTIES

NEVER a sitting fee • Walk-ins ALWAYSwelcome

A few  yea r s  ago  I  was  t a l k ing
t o  my  Aun t  (my  Mom’ s  on l y  s i s -
t e r )  a nd  t o l d  h e r  I  wou l d  l i k e  t o
pu t  Mama ’ s  r e c i p e s  i n t o  a  book .
S h e  s a i d  t o  me ,  “Oh  J e a n ,  b e
s u r e  t o  i n c l u d e  y ou r  Mom’ s  Ap -
p l e s a u c e  C ak e  a n d  t h e  P r u n e
Cake  r e c i p e s . ”

I n  g o i n g  t h r o ugh  my  Mom’ s
r e c i p e  c a r d s ,  I  f o u nd  t h r e e  Ap -
p l e s auc e  Cake  r e c i p e s  –  a c t u a l l y
f o u r  i f  I  i n c l u d e d  o n e  t i t l e d  “A
Man ’s  Fa v o r i t e ” t h a t  t a k e s  o n e
c up  o f  a p p l e  s a u c e  –  s o  I ’m
go i n g  t o  u s e  t h e  o n e  f r om  t h e
c a r d s  t h a t  l o ok s  l i k e  i t  h a s  b e en
u s e d  t h e  mo s t .  We  h a d  a  n e i g h -
b o r  n amed  Ha z e l ,  s o  t h i s  m i g h t
h ave  b e en  f r om  he r .

Haze l ’s  App l e sauce  Cake
1  C  Sho r t e n i ng
2  C  Suga r
2  Egg s
2  C  App l e s auc e
3  ½  C  F l ou r
2  t s p .  C i nnamon
1  t s p .  C l ove s
1  t s p .  Nu tmeg
2  t s p .  Bak i ng  Soda
1  C  Ra i s i n s
1  C  Nu t s  ( op t i on a l )
C r e am  t o g e t h e r  s h o r t e n i n g

a nd  s u g a r ;  a d d  e g g s  o n e  a t  a
t ime .  When  we l l  c r e amed ,  a d d
a pp l e s a u c e .  S i f t  t o g e t h e r  i n  a
s e p a r a t e  b ow l  t h e  d r y  i n g r e d i -
e n t s .  M ix  d r y  i n g r ed i e n t s  i n t o  a
c r e amed  m ix t u r e  un t i l  a l l  m ixed .
P ou r  i n t o  a  9 x 13  p a n  t h a t  h a s
b e e n  g r e a s e d  a n d  f l o u r e d  a n d
b a k e  i n  p r e h e a t e d  3 5 0  o v e n  f o r
abou t  45  m inu t e s .

Th i s  a p p l e s a u c e  c a k e  w i l l
h a v e  a  d e e p e r  f l a v o r  a s  i t  t a k e s
mo l a s s e s .  Sound s  good .

App l e sauce  Ra i s i n  Cake
2  ½  C  F l ou r
1  t s p .  Bak i ng  Soda
1  t s p .  C i nnamon
½  t s p .  S a l t
½  C  Bu t t e r

1  La r g e  Egg
1  C  Mo l a s s e s
1  C  App l e s auc e
½  C  Ra i s i n s
½  C  Chopped  Wa lnu t s
Comb ine  f l ou r ,  s oda ,  s a l t  a nd

c i n n amon .  Cu t  i n  b u t t e r  t o  r e -
s emb l e  c o a r s e  c r umb s .  I n  a n -
o t h e r  bow l  s t i r  t o g e t h e r  t h e  e gg ,
mo l a s s e s  a nd  a p p l e s a u c e .  B l e nd
i n t o  f l o u r  m i x t u r e  j u s t  u n t i l
mo i s t e n e d .  S t i r  i n  r a i s i n s  a n d
nu t s .  P o u r  i n t o  p r e p a r e d  9 x 9x2
pan .  Bake  i n  p r eh e a t ed  350  oven
f o r  4 0  t o  4 5  m i n u t e s .  Coo l  i n
p an .

Mayonna i s e  P rune  Cake
1  C  Suga r
1  C  Mayonna i s e
1  ¾  C  F l ou r
3  T  Cocoa  Powde r
1  t s p .  C i nnamon
1  t s p .  Bak i ng  Soda
1 / 2  t s p .  S a l t
1  C  Chopped  P r une s
2 / 3  C  P r une  J u i c e
1  C  Chopped  Nu t s
C r e am  t oge t h e r  t h e  s uga r  a nd

mayonn a i s e  i n  a  l a r g e  m i x i n g
bow l .  I n  s e p a r a t e  b ow l  s i f t  t o -
g e t h e r  f l o u r ,  c o c o a ,  c i n n amon ,
b a k i n g  s o d a  a n d  s a l t .  Add  t o
s u g a r  m i x t u r e  mak i n g  s u r e
e v e r y t h i n g  i s  m i x e d  we l l .  Add
p r u n e s ,  p r u n e  j u i c e  a n d  n u t s .
Pou r  i n t o  a  p r ep a r ed  8  x  12  p an .
B ak e  i n  p r e h e a t e d  3 5 0  o v e n  f o r
40  m inu t e s .

Non e  o f  t h e s e  c a k e s  c a l l  f o r
f r o s t i n g .  I f  y o u  p r e f e r  f r o s t i n g ,
a  s imp l e  p owde r e d  s u g a r / c r e am
ch e e s e  o n e  c o u l d  b e  u s e d ,  o r  i f
y o u  p r e f e r  j u s t  a  g l a z e ,  m i x
some  powde r ed  s uga r  a nd  l i q u i d
( e i t h e r  m i l k  o r  o r a ng e  o r  l emon
j u i c e )  a n d  p ou r  o n  t h e  wa rm
cake .

I n  g o i n g  t h r o ugh  my  Mom’ s
r e c i p e  c a r d s  I  f o u nd  s ome  t h a t
Aun t  A lma  h a d  s e n t  h e r .  T h e
f i r s t  o n e  I  am  go i ng  t o  u s e  s ay s ,
“These  make  de l i c i ous  Ch r i s tmas
cook i e s . ”

Fry  Pan  Cook i e s
1  Cube  Bu t t e r  o r  Ma rga r i n e
1  C  Chopped  Da t e s
1  t s p .  Van i l l a
1  C  Chopped  Nu t s

by Jean Briner

From One Aunt to Another

E d i t o r ’s  N o t e : Wi t h  t h e
p a s s i n g  o f  A u n t  J e a n ,  I
h a v e  d e c i d e d  t o  b r i n g  y o u  a
“ B e s t  O f ”  o f  h e r  r e c i p e s
o v e r  t h e  p a s t  1 0  y e a r s .
G o o d  r e c i p e s  a r e  t i m e l e s s
a n d  I  h o p e  y o u  e n j o y  t h e m
a l l  o v e r  a g a i n .

(November 2012)

1  C  Suga r
2  Egg s  we l l  b e a t e n
4  o z .  Ma r a s c h i n o  Ch e r r i e s

( op t i ona l )
2  C  R i c e  K r i s p i e s
Pu t  a l l  i ng r ed i en t s  excep t  t h e

R i c e  K r i s p i e s  i n t o  a  l a r g e  f r y i ng
pan  ove r  med i um  he a t .  S t i r  u n t i l
m i x t u r e  b e g i n s  t o  t h i c k e n  –
a bou t  3  t o  6  m i n u t e s .  T a k e  o f f
h e a t  a n d  s t i r  i n  t h e  R i c e
K r i s p i e s .  When  c o o l  e n ough  t o
hand l e ,  r o l l  i n t o  sma l l  b a l l s  a nd
ro l l  i n  f l a k e  c o coanu t .

Ano t h e r  o f  h e r  r e c i p e s :
Cracke r  Jack s
Hea t  ov en  t o  250
Pop  4  qua r t s  popco rn  a dd i ng

NO  s a l t .  P u t  o n  a  l a r g e  me t a l
b a k i n g  p a n .  P o u r  o n  1  o r  mo r e
cup s  s a l t e d  p e anu t s .  S e t  a s i d e .

I n t o  a  med ium  s auc e  p an  pu t :
1  C  L i gh t  B rown  Suga r
1  Cube  Ma rga r i n e

½  C  Wh i t e  Co rn  Sy rup
½  t s p .  S a l t
S t i r  a nd  b r i ng  t o  a  bo i l .  Bo i l

5  m i n u t e s .  R emove  f r om  h e a t
and  add :  

1  t s p .  Soda
1  t s p .  Van i l l a
S t i r  a n d  p o u r  o v e r  c o r n  a n d

nu t s .  H and l e  t h i s  m i x t u r e  c a r e -
f u l l y  a s  i t  w i l l  b e  v e r y  ho t .  Bake
f o r  1  h o u r ,  s t i r r i n g  e v e r y  1 5
m inu t e s .

Coo l .  S t o r e  i n  a i r t i g h t  c o n -
t a i n e r s  s u ch  a s  g l a s s  j a r s .

S h e  s a y s  t h e  p a n  w i l l  c ome
c l e a n  b y  a d d i n g  wa t e r  a n d  b o i l -
i ng  i t .

When  you  c an ’ t  f i n d  a  r e c i p e
t h a t  y o u  wan t ,  wh e r e  d o  y o u
l ook  f o r  i t ?  I  h ave  a l l  my  Mom’ s
c a r d s  a nd  s ev e r a l  c ookbook s ,  i n -
c l u d i n g  Good  Hou s e k e e p i n g ,

Please see RECIPES on P. 10
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The Sierra Shadows 4-H group’s officers were sworn in at a ceremony at Sierra View Ele-
mentary on Nov. 8.

Local 4-H Installs New Officers

By Monique Morgan

OnTuesday, Nov. 8, in the Sierra View
Multipurpose Room, this years’ 4-H Offi-
cer team was sworn into office. We were
fortunate that our Madera County Teen
Leader AwardWinner, Tigerlily King, was
able to join us to perform the ceremony.
Each officer was called up in turn and told
about their job duties. They then took their
puzzle piece from a pile on the table and put
it into the puzzle so at the end each puzzle
piece made a whole puzzle, just like each
officer contributes to the whole. All of the
officers got a puzzle piece that represented
their jobs, and their names. Once the puzzle
was together, we all saw that all of the offi-
cers always stick together like a puzzle.
What this means is that all of the officers
have to work together, and if one of us is not
there, we are not a finished team.

We are very fortunate to have a large
officer team with many seasoned officers
as well as a few officers who are brand
new to the team this year. This is great for

both seasoned officers and young officers
because they can learn so much from each
other. There were many guests and mem-
bers in the audience to celebrate the officer
induction this night. It was a great night,
all officers got inducted and I wish the best
of luck to everyone on our amazing officer
team. It is great to have a very supportive
club with many great members.

The entire officer team is looking for-
ward to a fun-filled year with lots of
events and chances to see our friends. We
all know we are going to learn a lot and
have a chance to spend time with members
from all across the county and state. Just
a couple of these events are happening
within the next month. On Nov. 15 we
had our club’s Friendsgiving. And in De-
cember we will have a chance to join the
community to celebrate the Madera Ran-
chos Christmas Tree Lighting on Dec. 2.
Finally, on Dec. 6, we will have our an-
nual Holiday celebration and potluck at
Sierra View Elementary. Happy Holidays
everyone!

percent of all emergency responders
killed on the job. In addition, five officers
were struck and killed while working
motor vehicle crash scenes and two offi-
cers were killed while assisting motorists
with disabled vehicles. Also in 2019, 14
tow truck operators, three mobile me-
chanics and nine fire/EMS personnel
were by struck and killed by vehicles.

“Each day our officers put their own
safety at risk conducting traffic enforce-
ment duties, investigating a crash, or as-
sisting the public alongside our busy
freeways statewide,” said CHP Commis-
sioner Amanda Ray. “Tragically, many
have been killed or injured merely per-
forming their job. This week and through-
out the year, we strive to raise awareness
of these risks so our personnel return
home safely to their families each day.”

“First responders work tirelessly and
risk their own safety to save lives at col-
lision scenes,” said Caltrans Director
Tony Taveras. “We need motorists to do

their part to protect responders by slow-
ing down, moving over a lane, and stay-
ing alert when approaching traffic
incidents.”

“First responders put themselves in
harm’s way to help strangers,” said OTS
Director Barbara Rooney. “But they also
have loved ones who need them to come
home. We want drivers to understand the
risks that they take every day, and the im-
portance of slowing down and moving
over for first responders so they can do
their job safely.”

Motorists should be extra careful
when approaching flashing emergency
lights (red, blue, and amber) on stopped
emergency vehicles working at roadway
incidents. Avoid distractions like phones
while driving and don't drive if you're tired
or have been drinking or are under the in-
fluence of any drugs. Help protect the first
responders who are working to protect you
and other motorists on the highway.

For more information about Caltrans
safety campaigns, visit BeWorkZoneAl-
ert.com.

RESPONDERS cont. from P. 2

Madera County Election Results
There were three results that came

out of the Nov. 8 election that had an im-
pact on the Ranchos.

First was the election of Jordan
Wamhoff as District 1 Supervisor over
AndyWheeler. Wamhoff received 4,258
votes to Wheeler’s 3,084.

Second was the failure of Measure
T, the Madera County transportation tax.

It needed a two-thirds supermajority of
66.67 percent to pass and only got 52.3
percent.

Finally, with all of the conversation
and activity about this election and the
importance of making changes in Sacra-
mento and Washington, only 51 percent
of the registered voters in Madera
County bothered to show up. Oh well.
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A Senior Center Like No Other
By Melan i e Wi l l i ams

I t a l l s t a r t ed w i t h a sma l l
g roup o f peop l e who wan t ed a
p l ace whe re s en io r s cou ld mee t
wi th in the loca l communi ty .

On Jan . 11 , 1989 , two loca l
Madera Ranchos res iden ts , E l len
Wi l cox and Joanne S t e rn de -
c i ded to f i nd a way to mee t
o the r sen io r s who l ived nea rby .
They enl i s ted the he lp of El len’s
son Leonard Wilcox who was the
pub l i she r o f the Ranchos News ,
t h e p r edece s so r o f t h e Ranchos
I n d e -
pendent ,
and de -
c i ded to
pu t a
s m a l l
a r t i c l e
i n t he
l o c a l
n ew s p a -
p e r
i n v i t i n g
t h o s e
w h o
we re 50
yea r s and o lde r t o mee t a t t h e
o ld Pe te ’ s Dr ive - In on Ave 12 .

Many idea s we r e d i s cu s s ed
over “cof fee and doughnuts” and
the g roup vo t ed to e l e c t J im
Ba r row as p r e s i d en t and the
Rancho /Hi l l s Sen io r Cen te r was
of f i c i a l ly es t ab l i shed and incor -
po ra t ed as a nonpro f i t o rgan iza -
t ion in 1989 .

The members met in a var ie ty
of p laces to con t inue the i r work .
They me t in homes , s choo l s ,
churches and even picn ics in the
park when the weather was good.
The goa l was to acqui re proper ty
on which they cou ld es t ab l i sh a
loca l suppor t cen te r fo r sen iors .
So , t hey en l i s t ed the he lp o f a
loca l r ea l e s t a t e agen t and a
found ing member o f the g roup ,
E the l P ron in . She cou ld see the
dream of es tab l i sh ing a cen te r in
the Made ra Ranchos and d i l i -
gen t ly began a search for a loca l
p rope r ty tha t wou ld mee t t he i r
needs .

In 1997 , E the l found a com-
merc i a l p rope r t y i n fo r e c l o su r e
on Be rk sh i r e Road , beh ind the

vacan t l o t be s i d e wha t i s now
Lee Ki t chen on Ave 12 . She
conv inced one membe r o f t h e
g roup to i nve s t and buy the
p rope r t y , wh i l e t h e s en io r
f ound ing membe r s r a i s ed funds
t o pay back the bank no t e . S i x
found ing membe r f ami l i e s
p l edged to pay $100 pe r mon th
fo r one yea r t o ge t t h e ba l l
ro l l i ng .

How d id a bunch o f s en io r s
on a f i x ed income accomp l i sh
such a f e a t ? I t was w i t h an
amaz ing amoun t o f dona t i on s
and fund r a i s i ng even t s . The

G r a n d
Open ing
o f t h e
R a n -
c h o s /
H i l l s
S e n i o r
C e n t e r
was on
June 6 ,
1 9 9 8 .
The r i b -
bon cu t -
t i n g
c e r e -

mony was a t t ended by ove r 100
loca l commun i t y l e ade r s , i n -
c lud ing then Dis t r ic t 1 candida te
Frank Bige low.

A p l aque was p r e s en t ed t o
t he s en io r s by Geo rge Kra l ,
f r om the F r e sno /Made r a Area
Agency on Ag ing , s t a t i ng “ In
Recogn i t i on o f the con t r i bu t i on
o f pa s t , p r e s en t and fu t u r e vo l -
un t e e r s who have added to t he
qua l i t y o f l i f e f o r o l de r Amer i -
cans o f Madera Coun ty . ”

Now, the rea l work began .
Un l i k e mos t s en io r c en t e r s ,

t he Ranchos /Hi l l s Sen io r Cen te r
i s owned , run and funded by i t s
membe r s . The membe r s had to
come up wi t h oppo r t un i t i e s f o r
g ran t s and c rea t ive ideas to sup-
po r t t h e i r Sen io r Cen t e r . Ru th
Bake r and Jean Ba r rows wou ld
cook fo r d i nne r even t s l i k e t he
F i e s t a Unde r t h e S t a r s and the
Luau Night on the back lawn of
the Senior Center . Ruth said, “We
would cook meals for between 80
to 100 people to raise money for

The time has come to plant trees in
preparation for the coming summer. Stop in
soon to view our inventory.

Fernwood Gardens • 645-7677
12090 Fernwood Dr., Madera • www.FernwoodGardens.net
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P i l l s b u r y a nd a Be t t e r Home s
and Ga rd e n s t h a t l o o k s l i k e i t
h a s b e e n t h r o ugh t h e m i l l . And
t h e n t h e r e i s t h e I n t e r n e t ; t h e r e
a r e t h o u s a nd s o f r e c i p e s t h e r e .
Bu t my two f a vo r i t e s a r e t h e
“ homemade on e s . ” Th ey a r e a
b ook o f r e c i p e s p u t t o g e t h e r b y
t h e Gu i l d s o f Va l l e y Ch i l d r e n ’ s
Ho s p i t a l a n d my ab s o l u t e f a -
vo r i t e i s one pu t t oge t h e r by t h e
women o f a c hu r c h I a t t e n d e d
s ev e r a l y e a r s a go . So i f you be -
l ong t o a chu r ch o r o r g an i z a t i on
t h a t h a s p r i n t e d a r e c i p e book
f rom the i r membe r s I u rge you to

g e t o n e a s y ou know t h e s e p e o -
p l e who dona t ed t h e r e c i p e , a nd
may have even ea t en t h e d i s h .

Aunt Alma was born and raised
on a l i t t le farm in Chowchi l la (as
were a lo t o f us Dr innens and
Br iners ) . She qu i t h igh school to
mar ry Uncle Clyde ( the on ly per -
son I ever le t ge t away wi th ca l l -
ing me Jean ie ) and they l ived a
long marr ied l i fe . They had two
chi ldren , and f rom tha t union she
lef t th is world with oodles and oo-
dles of grandchi ldren, great grand-
children and even some great-great
g randch i ld ren . Aunt Alma passed
away in August a t 94 years old , so
this ar t ic le is dedicated to her .

RECIPES cont. from P. 8

Please see SENIORS on P. 17

The Madera Ranchos’own Ranchos/Hills Senior Center, located
at 37330 Berkshire Drive.

A benefit evening for the

Madera County

Sheriff's Foundation

Saturday, December 17th

6-10pm

Luigi's Italian Food

Truck, Bar, Fire pits,

popcorn and SNOW!

Double feature of

"National Lampoon's

Christmas Vacation"

& "The Night Before"
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The Bookshelf

By Jerrica Edmundson

I can’t believe the end of the year is al-
most here. We are gearing up for the holi-
days and have a few upcoming days that we
will be closed, so onNov. 24 and 25wewill
be closed in observance of Thanksgiving,
andDec. 23 and 24 in observance of Christ-
mas. We will miss seeing your smiling
faces but love the chance we all have to
hang out and spend quality time with our
families.

Our quarterly Friends of the Ranchos
Library book sale will be taking place the
second week of December, from Dec. 6
through 10, so be sure to swing by and see
the whole selection of books we have avail-
able for your perusal and purchase to sup-
port our local Friends of the Ranchos
Library—who are directly responsible for
funding our Summer Reading Program
each year. We also will be running our “fill
a bag” promotion again, wherein you can
purchase a branded Friends of the Ranchos
Library tote bag for a $5 donation and fill it
up for only $2 more. For $7 total you can
have an entire tote bag full of books.

Our donation table is available for ac-
cepting item donations of books, movies
and other similar items so long as there is
room on the table. As a friendly reminder,

we will not accept encyclopedias, text-
books, Readers Digest or soiled items. Re-
ceipts are available upon request for
documentation of donations to the Friends
of the Ranchos Library for tax purposes, as
they directly go toward a non-profit group.

Are you a part of a community group?
We have a community room available to
rent for your meetings. We can also adver-
tise for any non-profit group or events on
our indoor digital poster or outdoor com-
munity board, just reach out to us at the ref-
erence desk for more information on how
to take advantage of these awesome com-
munity resources.

Library Friends Book Sale Coming

WE’RE ON THE WEB!

www.TheRanchos.com
www.TheRanchos.com
www.TheRanchos.com
www.TheRanchos.com

Visit the Ranchos Independent’s own Website and get fully
downloadable back issues of the Ranchos Independent

(beginning with April 2006)

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

11/22 Lic. #PLS 5815 36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

TTIIRREEDD  OOFF  PPAAYYIINNGG
FFOORR  FFLLOOOODD  IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE??

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 
You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals
today at

HUGE variety 
of BEAUTIFUL
trees & wreaths

Come EARLY
to pick your

favorite

SANTA &
GRINCH!
Friday, Nov. 25

12:30-4:30

We hope to
see y’all
soon.

Merry
Christmas!
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LOCAL dog waste removal service • Weekly, every
other week and one time services • Residential and

commercial properties • Check us out on Face-
book, Instagram and at www.ThePoopFairies.com

11
/2

2

HOURS

Madera Ranchos Branch Library
37398 Berkshire Drive

Madera Ranchos
559-645-1214

Tuesday 11 am - 6 pm
Wednesday 11 am - 5 pm
Thursday 11 am - 5 pm
Friday 11 am - 3 pm 
Saturday 11 am - 3 pm
Sunday CLOSED
Monday CLOSED

Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!

559-268-6650

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.

We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

6700 E. Central Ave. • Fresno • www.sagorey.com

call Juan and Maria at

11/22
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•Fixed Monthly Costs - Remove the fear of unpredictable energy costs with a
consistent, monthly solar bill that you set!
• Transparent Billing - Stop paying outrageous hidden fees dumped on you by your
utility company and only pay for the energy you use.
• More money for the things you love - Been putting off that beach house vacation
or Caribbean cruise? With solar savings of up to 40%, you can afford the retreat you
deserve.

$1,200 average first year savings • 5 Star rating on Google • Kuubix Master Dealer • FREE Estimate

559-978-7448
6081 N 1st Street • Suite 101 • Fresno • info@solarbystellar.com

11
/2

2



www.The Ranchos.com

Page 13

11
/2

2



Click on “Local News” at

Page 14

11
/2

2

11
/2

2

By Jeff McGrath

Pipe Replacement and
Meter Installation Project

for MD-10A

In September 2004, Gov.
Schwarzenegger signed into law As-
sembly Bill 2572. This bill was to re-
duce water waste and encourage
conservation. Studies by the California
Utilities Commission have shown that
communities with metered water sys-
tems use seven to 20 percent less water
than non-metered areas. All residential
and many commercial customers are
currently charged a flat-rate fee for
water, which is billed monthly based on
the number of bedrooms being served.
For example, a single person living in a
four-bedroom home is being charged

more than a family of four living in a
three-bedroom home. A metered sys-
tem discourages waste and rewards
conservation by accurately measuring
water usage and billing each household
and business based on their actual
water consumption.

MD-10A is the
area of the Madera
Ranchos roughly
bordered by Ave 13
on the north, Road
36 on the west,
Road 38 on the east
and Avenue 11 1/2
on the south. When
the letter dated Oct.
11 went out, Face-
book page "What’s
up in the Ranchos"
lit up with many
negative comments
and false informa-
tion. Let's face it, our current system is
old and overtaxed, with many breaks
and costly repairs. Whether we like it
or not, we are being mandated by the
state (not the county) to have water me-

ters installed. Madera county is working
hard to apply for grants to place the me-
ters while replacing approximately 41.21
miles of pipeline.

By the time this article goes to press,
there would have been two meetings held
by the county to answer questions. One on

Nov. 10 At Ranchos
Middle School and
one on Nov. 14 the at
Madera County Of-
fices, Suite 3100. If
you did not attend ei-
ther of the meetings
here are some Fre-
quently Asked Ques-
tions:

What is the MD-
10A Madera Ranchos
Pipe Replacement
and Meter Installa-
tion Project?

Madera County
Maintenance District 10A (MD-10A) is
performing design and planning for im-
provements to the existing water distribu-
tion system within the Madera Ranchos
MD-10A potable water system. The proj-

ect will install new water distribution
pipelines to replace existing outdated
pipelines and will also install new
pipelines to expand the distribution net-
work, along with water meters and fire hy-
drants to provide improved water service
throughout the MD-10A district area.

When will the project be constructed
and how long will construction take?

The County is currently performing
environmental review and engineering de-
sign for the project. Once that process is
complete and funding is secured, installa-
tion of new pipes and meters will require
about two years to complete. A specific
schedule and phasing plan will be devel-
oped as part of the final project design. It
is currently anticipated that construction
will begin in 2023, subject to construction
funding approvals.

How much will it cost to construct
the project and who will pay for it?

The project construction cost is esti-
mated to be approximately $35 million.
The County has already been granted
funding for 100 percent of the Planning

Please see SEMCU on P. 15
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phase (design and environmental) and is
coordinating with the California Water
Resources Control Board Division of Fi-
nancial Assistance to obtain grant fund-
ing for 100 percent of the project
construction cost. It is not anticipated that
individual property owners currently con-
nected to the MD-10A system will need
to pay for anything for the project at this
point.

I am currently on a private well but
noticed that there will be new pipe laid
throughout the area. How do I apply to
get pipe run to my parcel?

The project will make water service
accessible to all properties within the
MD-10A service area. Individual prop-
erty owners who are not currently con-
nected to the MD-10A system will need
to pay the applicable connection fees to
connect and install the necessary facili-
ties (i.e., meter and service lateral line) to
be served by the MD-10A system if/when
they choose to connect to and take service
from the MD-10A system.

Do I have the option to decline serv-
ice and continue to use a private well on
my property?

Existing private wells may continue
to be used and maintained by individual
property owners. At this time, the County
does not anticipate that property owners
will be mandated to connect to the new
system. The project will provide water
main lines that will allow connection at a
future date at the option of the property
owner. However, it should be noted that
installation of new private wells and/or
replacement of existing wells within the
MD-10A service area are prohibited
under Madera County Code Section
13.52.030(B).

What [was] the purpose of the No-
vember 14, 2022 hearing and why [was]
it being held in Madera instead of in the

Madera Ranchos community?
The Madera County Development

Review Committee [held] a public hear-
ing at 9 a.m. on November 14, 2022, at
the Madera County Planning Division of-
fices in Madera to consider adoption of a
Mitigated Negative Declaration for the
MD-10A Madera Ranchos - Pipe Re-
placement and Meter Installation Project.
The Mitigated Negative Declaration and
accompanying initial study is the
County’s environmental review docu-
ment for the project and [was] available
for public comment through November
10. The November 14 hearing [was]
being held in conjunction with a regularly
scheduled Development Review Com-
mittee meeting which are regularly and
routinely held at the Madera County of-
fices in Madera.

I am currently connected to the MD-
10A system, but my connection is in the
back of my house. How will this project
change that if the new lines will be in the
street in front of the houses?

The design of the project will ac-
count for reconfiguring the connection
point and/or service line to existing
homes to come from the street (in front of
the houses) instead of the back. This will
be determined on an individual basis for
each home in conjunction with the home-
owner/property owner.

How can I stay informed of con-
struction timing and other information
about the project?

The County will provide public no-
tices, updates and outreach to individual
property owners as final design and con-
struction scheduling proceeds. Individu-
als can also contact Public Works with
specific questions by contacting Craig
Wagner, Supervising Civil Engineer at
559-675-7811.

SEMCU is “By the Community,
For the Community”

SEMCU cont. from P. 14

The picture of the Sierra Shadows 4-H group in last month’s paper was blocked by a print-
ing error. Here is the picture of the members featured in that story. We are sorry for any incon-
venience it may have caused.

Local 4-H Takes Honors at Show

1146 Barstow #G • Clovis
559-297-2528

Caesar Dents
&&Auto Body Repair

If you’ve been involved in a wreck, you know there’s nothing worse. Will
your car be like it was? Will it cost an arm and a leg to fix? Will it take
forever? Call Caesar Dents. Estimates are always free, the work is
impeccable and the price just might surprise you.

Auto • Aircraft • Boats 11
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‘Tis the Season for Kiwanis Activities
Kiwanis Korner

www.RanchosKiwanis.com

Say you saw
it in

the Ranchos
Independent

OCTOBER 2022

Median Listing Price
$508K

MedianDays onMarket
14

Median Sold Price
$500K

Median Price/SF Sold
$263

Data based on the
Fresno County MLS

Thinking of buying or selling a home?
Don’t know where to start?

Call or contact us.

Mary Avigliano
559-367-7264

mary@ironkeyrealestate.com
REALTOR® •DRE02093132

Maurice Gonzales
559.288.1904

maurice@ironkeyrealestate.com
REALTOR ® • DRE 01390928

WE GOT YOU!
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Real Estate
“Real estate is
my life! I make
your real estate

dreams a reality.”

11
/2

2

“Put my experience, knowledge, service and professionalism to work for you.”

Integrity, Dedication, Results
www.homesmartpva.com/mfoto • DRE #01454566

559-250-6740 • mfotorealtor@gmail.com
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By Sally Rowden

Wow, our Christmas Tea held on Sat-
urday, Nov. 5 was a welcoming event for
all as the tables were festively decorated
and seated a full house. The auction and
raffle items were also well received along
with the food, catered from Liberty Café.
A huge thank you to Mona Diaz and Ollia
Ridge for their chairmanship. Please put a
“save the date” note on your calendar for
next year at this time to join us once again
and thank you for your support which in
turn supports our children and our com-
munities.

Our “Manhattan Restaurant” raffle
continues till Dec. 1. The prizes: First
Prize - $400 (Manhattan Gift Card); Sec-
ond Prize - $50 (Manhattan Gift Card);
and Third Prize - $50 (Manhattan
Gift Card). Tickets are $25
for five. Contact our
President, Ollia
Ridge, at 559-824-
0979 to obtain
tickets.

The Ki-
wanis Hol-
i d a y
H o u s e
Decorating Contest
is taking place once again.
You might have already seen flyers
up in the community. Registration forms
can be obtained at the Chamber of Com-
merce or at rowdensally2@gmail.com.
Fill out and return to either of the same
two sites by Dec. 2. There will be three
community volunteer judges. The judging
will be completed by Dec. 13. The con-
testants will be notified of winners on Dec.
14. Awards will be presented to the win-
ners on Dec. 15 at the Kiwanis of Madera
Ranchos meeting held at Second Son
Brews. Prizes: First Place - $75 Amazon
Gift Card; Second Place - $50 Amazon
Gift Card; Third Place - $25 Amazon Gift
Card. Plus, each winner will also receive
an Award Ornament and picture in the
Ranchos Newspaper. Contact Leslie
Carella at 559-906-5440 or Sally Rowden
at 559-908-7073 for further information.

Our guest speaker for this month was
Andrew Overbay, the Madera County Cal
Fire Battalion Fire Chief. He gave us great
insight into the workings of our Fire Sta-
tions 7, 9 and 19. Plus, shared positive cur-
rent and future happenings such as

increasing staff and replacing facilities that
sustain and enhance all services provided
in our communities. If someone is inter-
ested in becoming a volunteer for the fire
department, they can contact paidcallfire-
fighter@maderacounty.com. Chief Over-
bay did explain there is intense training
one must complete, must be at least 18
years of age and, although a salary is now
included in the volunteer program, it is
minimal. His final comments focused on
the Fire Fighter 9/11Memorial Brick Pro-
gram. If you remember, a piece of steel
from the 9/11 Twin Towers traveled down
Avenue 12 on its way to the City of
Madera in this last May. The piece of steel
has become the 9/11 Fire Fighter Memo-
rial to be located at the Madera County
Courthouse Park. To see this project com-
pleted you can contribute $150 which will

be acknowledged on a brick to be
laid in a brick pathway

leading up to the me-
morial. Go to
m a d e r a 9 1 1
memorial.com
for further in-
formation.

Hope
to see all
of you at
the Christ-

mas Tree Lighting festivi-
ties on Friday, Dec. 2. This event is

being hosted by the Golden Valley Cham-
ber of Commerce and the Kiwanis will be
supporting the event. It all begins at 6 p.m.
and Santa will be arriving with an escort
from Station 19 Fire Fighters and Engine.
The flag salute and tree lighting will be
presented by the Madera American Le-
gion Veterans’ Honor Guard. Cookies, hot
chocolate and coffee will be served. Dress
warmly, be ready to sing along to Christ-
mas carols, and head to Maywood Center
for a holly, jolly time.

You will be reading this article dur-
ing our Thanksgiving holiday, the per-
fect time for the Kiwanis Club of Madera
Ranchos to give thanks for all of you
who continue to support our events and
the many other events happening
throughout our community. This makes
me think of this quote … “Giving is not
just about making a donation. It is about
making a difference” -- Kathy Calvin).

Thanks for your giving that makes a
difference for our children and our com-
munity.
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Thanksg iv ing is one hol iday wi th-
ou t the added pressure of g i f t g iv -
ing , bu t here ’s a g i f t idea tha t can
connec t gene ra t i ons us ing t r ad i -
t i ona l déco r . As my pa ren t s con -
t i nue to downs i ze , t hey ’ve come
ac ros s ho l i day deco ra t i ons tha t
t hey ’ r e no longe r us ing . Th i s
Thanksgiv ing , they’re giv ing each
g rea t -g r anddaugh t e r a co rn husk
do l l f r om the i r deco ra t i ons b in .
Maybe i t ’ s t ime I pas s a long the
Mayf lower sh ips too … nah!

Bless ings on you and yours as
you celebra te and give thanks . “…
always g iv ing thanks to God the
Father for every th ing , in the name
of ou r Lord Je sus Chr i s t . ” Eph -
es ians 5 :20

Memory Tree Serv ice
Many suf fe r th rough the ho l i -

days wi th the pa in of hav ing los t

a loved one. The Chris tmas music ,
ho l iday par t i es , and fes t ive deco-
r a t i ons t r i gge r pa in fu l r eminde r s
of the loss . You’ re inv i ted to par -
t i c i pa t e in a commun i ty Memory
Tree Se rv i ce . Th i s i s a f ami ly -
f r iendly t ime to remember a loved
one who has pas sed away and i s
dear ly missed th is hol iday season.
You’ re welcome to br ing an orna-
ment to place on the Memory Tree
in hono r o f you r loved one . The
serv ice i s Dec . 4 a t 6 p .m. a t F l ip -
s i de Church , l oca t ed a t 37193
Ave . 12 , Room 6 in the Maywood
Cen te r . Fo r more in fo rma t ion
con t ac t Brenda McEl roy a t 559 -
871-3314 .

Contact Organized by Choice at P.O.
Box 26152, Fresno, CA 93729, call 559-
871-3314 or email info@organized by-
choice.com. You can visit www.
organizedbychoice.com when you go
online.

ORGANIZE cont. from P. 7

it’s not as hard to be grateful. We all
have our own battles and just because
your health issue doesn’t come with a
bleak prognosis or you aren’t having
Thanksgiving dinner in a nursing
home alone doesn’t mean that your
problems aren’t real and your feelings
aren’t valid. The storm looks quite
different from the radar than it does
from the eye. My point is that even
when it’s dark and scary and you
can’t see where you’re going, Jesus is
there. He is with you, and if nothing
else, that is something to be thankful
for. Focusing on your blessings, even
when it feels like you don’t have any,
can help change your perspective.

So, on that note, I am so grateful

for the amazing parents who raised
me with love, compassion and disci-
pline. I’m grateful for the family
who supports and encourages me.
I’m grateful for the circle of friends
that make me feel loved and ac-
cepted. I’m grateful to have a decent
job that allows me to mostly work
from home. Above all else, I am
grateful for the sacrifice of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ, without
whom I would be dead in my sin but
because of whom I have eternal life.

I hope you all are able to find
something to be thankful for. I hope
you are surrounded by the people you
love and make memories that will
last the rest of your life.

Have a blessed and joyful
Thanksgiving!

GEN WHY cont. from P. 6

the Senior Center. It was such fun.”
The t r ad i t i ona l bake sa l e , i n -

c l ud ing many va r i e t i e s o f home-
made baked goods , was organ ized
many t imes th roughou t the fo rma-
t i v e yea r s o f t h e cen t e r . Many
membe r s suppo r t ed t he i dea o f
o rgan i z i ng o ld , un ique co l l e c t a -
b l e s in the Bou t ique and c rea t ing
a rummage sa l e on the pa t i o fo r
i t ems dona t ed t o t he cen t e r . I t
was a succes s fu l f i r s t s t ep wh i l e
deve lop ing o the r i d ea s t o gene r -
a t e f unds , l i k e hos t i ng t he i r An -
nua l C ra f t Fa i r i n Oc tobe r and
Annua l Home and Ga rden Fes t i -
va l in Apr i l . In on ly e igh t yea r s ,
t h e mor t gage on the Ranchos /

Hi l l s Sen io r Cen te r was pa id o f f .
Many members joyous ly a t t ended
the Mor tgage Bu rn ing Pa r t y i n
November o f 2004 .

Russ and Helen Lowel l were
cha r t e r members o f th i s g roup .
Helen i s s t i l l the Par l i amenta r ian
fo r the Sen io r Cen te r . She has a
favori te ar t ic le ent i t led What Cups
of Cof fee and Doughnuts Can Do.
Helen s ta t ed , “ I t ’ s so un ique and
unusual to have a beaut i fu l sen ior
center run by seniors .”

Happy Thanksg iv ing f rom a l l
the members of the Ranchos /Hi l l s
Sen io r Cen te r .

Though t f o r Novembe r :
“Grat i tude , he lp us to see what i s
t h e re i n s t ead o f wha t i s n ’t . ” –
Anne t t e Br idges .

SENIORS cont. from P. 10

By Betty Van Valkenburg

Happy Thanksgiving, America, from
conservative and liberal perspectives

Conservative: Thank God, from
whom all blessings flow.

Liberal: Thank government, to which
all taxes go.

Conservative: Give thanks for the right
to vote.

Liberal: Give thanks for the right to
vote twice. (With apologies to liberals
everywhere. This bad joke just wrote itself.)

Conservative: Give thanks for our
Constitutionally guaranteed rights to life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness and to
the rare politicians who uphold these
rights.

Liberal: Give thanks for elected legis-
latorswho vote their “conscience”—mean-
ing according to their whims rather than
according to the letter of the law.

Conservative: Be thankful for the
fruits of your own labors, as grand or as
small as they may be.

Liberals: Be thankful for the taxes that
your labors provide.

Conservative: With gratitude for what
you have, take responsibility for yourself

and your family and help otherswho are less
fortunate.

Liberal: Thank goodness the govern-
ment has taken responsibility for the needy,
so the politicians make the rules without re-
gard to cost and taxpayers pay the bill.

Conservative: Give thanks for the right
to free speech, without which the ideas ex-
pressed here— for better orworse—would
probably be banned.

Liberal: Thanks for government and
media soft censorship, such as burying the
Hunter and Joe Biden corruption scandal
and saving liberals from over-exposure to
conservative thought whenever possible.

Conservative: Thank goodness that
Mrs. Paul Pelosi is finally handing over the
Speaker’s gavel to a House Republican.

Liberal: Never mind a Republican
Speaker. We’ll thwart his agenda at every
turn. And if at first we don’t succeed, we’ll
keep trying. (Republicans could learn a
thing or two from the persistence of liberal
politicians.)

Please notice that these comparisons
are not labeled as between Republicans and
Democrats, but between so-called conser-
vatives and liberals. Not all who identify as
Republicans embrace conservativism, and
not all Democrats are die-hard liberals. And
— surprise! — not all elected officials pos-
sess identifiable principles beyond their own
self-aggrandizement. Too many vote ac-
cording to whims instead of hard-and-fast
principles — or just vote the party line no
matter what.

Happy Thanksgiving to one and all, re-
gardless of political persuasion. We live in
the United States of America where we can
still peacefully agree to disagree and even
poke fun at one another along the way.

Happy Thanksgiving
America

By Lucie Winborne

• You've no doubt heard of shattering a glass with
your voice, but how about singing at a pitch so
low only an elephant can hear it? That feat be-
longs to Tim Storms, who possesses a 10-octave
vocal range and holds the Guinness World Record for lowest note produced by a
human and widest vocal range. • In some parts of the world, tarantulas have "pet"
frogs, which they protect from predators. • At the Harvard-Yale annual college foot-
ball matchup in 2004, Yale students played quite the trick on their opponents by dress-
ing as Harvard pep squad members and handing out crimson and gold placards to the
crowd. While told their cards would spell out "Go Harvard" when raised, the actual
message read "We Suck." • The first known dental filling dates to the Neolithic period
and was made of beeswax. • You don't need a body to play video games -- just a mind!
Lab-grown human and mouse brain cells inhabiting a petri dish became sentient
enough to learn how to play Pong. • Billy Joel's song "Only the Good Die Young"
was banned by some radio stations for being "anti-Catholic." Joel hardly minded, how-
ever, as the resulting publicity made the tune so popular that he wrote to the president
of Seton Hall College in New Jersey (the first entity to forbid it) requesting a ban on
his next record as well.

© 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.
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((555599))  664455--00663344

Today!
The Ranchos Independent

RRAANNDDYY  BBAAIILLEEYY
for MORE sales tomorrow, call

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service
• Equipment
• Supplies

• Residential
• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial

• Locally Owned

SINCE
1980

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-
coustical Removal

Color Matching

555599--330011--11661133
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call
41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos

www.jhsanders.com

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS

All Makes & Models

J.H. SandersGeneral & Custom Auto
Service & Repairs

559-645-1578

Call Gina
at 559-289-3401

email
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

Covering
Mountain Areas
& the Central Valleycall Mag Anaya Jr.

559-974-1357Ranchos
Resident

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance

Weekly & monthly service 
(not a licensed contractor)

commercial, residential
and industrial landscaping

info@TouchOfGreenLandscape.us

CA LIC. #934774

559-242-6352call

Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts
559-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

AArrttss  &&  CCrraaffttss  SSttuuddiioo  ••  BBiissqquuee  ••  WWoooodd  IItteemmss

Jose Lopez
559-779-0401
call

Lic. #1042108

DRIVEWAYS•SIDEWALKS•COMMERCIAL•RESIDENTIAL

HAIRCUTS

37184 AVE. 12 #104
(behind Pizza Factory)

439-2004

$14
Seniors Thursdays ONLY $11!

674-1663
ssaammee  ddaayy  sseerrvviiccee

A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting 

INVEST IN YOUR
EXISTING PROPERTY!
For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!
10878 HWY 41 • 559-645-4849

www.bedrockeng.com

559-363-9095
3rd Monday of the month • 6 p.m.
37191 Ave. 12, Madera Ranchos

“For the
community,

by the
community.”

SEMCU
““SSeerrvviiccee  yyoouu  ccaann  ttrruusstt,,
pprriicceess  yyoouu  ccaann  aaffffoorrdd..””

645-5324
The ONLY

locally owned
propane company
in the Ranchos

559-481-6875
37193 Ave. 12 #3H

info@acts176.com

Madera Ranchos

36754 AVE. 12 •Madera Ranchos

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing
Sports Physicals only $35!

660-5262

7355 N. Palm #100
Fresno

NorthwestPediatricMedicalGroup.com

“Right off
of Highway 41
at Friant.”

559-271-6302

We’re
Accepting

NEW Patients

559-645-5363
CA #441782•www.chadstrucking.com

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL
SAND & GRAVEL• CRUSHED ROCK
FILL DIRT•TOP SOIL•HUMUS•BARK
CHIPS•RIVER ROCK•BASE ROCK
ROCK DUST•COBBLESTONES

DRIVEWAY  BASE
CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP

The Ranchos
Independent 

Put

to work for you.
CALL 645-0634

Today!

555599--667766--66115522

LLaarrggee  oorr  SSmmaallll
AAmmoouunnttss  ••  DDeelliivveerreedd

TTOOPP  SSOOIILL
FFIILLLL  DDIIRRTT

and
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Have friends or family
who love the Ranchos
Independent but live
outside the area? Are
you moving but you

still want to keep in touch
with what’s happening in the

Madera Ranchos?

to the Ranchos Independent

37167 Ave. 12, #5C
Madera, CA 93636

SUBSCRIBE!

local news • local events • local happenings
editorial • games • real estate • columns
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SPREAD THE NEWS!

645-0634 • fax 645-4002 • ranchosnews@yahoo.com
Ranchos IndependentThe
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Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent 
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Classified
Carpet Cleaning

Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery - "Dries in hours, not days."
BBB A+ rating. Golden Valley
Chamber member. Call Bruce today
for a free estimate. 559-676-0760.

Chimney Sweep

Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29
years of experience. Wood stove in-
serts, pellet stoves and fireplaces.
Also clean clothes dryer vents.

REMEMBER: THINK SAFETY,
BURN SAFELY! Call 559-908-9332.

Construction

New construction, remodels, room addi-
tions, barns and patios. Lic. #719500.
Call 559-970-4476.

Firewood

Firewood for sale - Seasoned Al-
mond f i rewood. Round or sp l i t .
Call 259-7122 or 645-5523.

Garden and Landscape

Garden and Landscape Serv i c -
ing i s now ava i l ab le - - Lepe Gar -
den and Landscape Se rv i c i ng .
Eve ry t h i ng fo r you r ga rden and
l andscape inc l ud ing f ence s , i r r i -
g a t i on and cemen t wo rk . Cal l
5 5 9 - 9 1 6 - 1 5 2 8 o r 6 5 0 - 7 7 1 -
2 9 1 5 .

Gutter Services

The Gutter Doctor special izing in
both cont inuous and standard rain
gut te rs . Genera l Cont rac tor . Re-
pa i r Main tenance . 26 years work-
ing in the area . Cal l
5 59 - 908 - 075 .

Housecleaning

Over 40 yar s o f exper i ence -
Re f erence s ava i l ab l e - Lupe ’ s
House Clean ing , res iden t i a l , one -
t ime se rv i c e , move - i n s /move -
ou t s , w indows , con s t r u c t i on
c lean up . Lup eP r ad o 2 5@yaho o
. c om . 5 5 9 - 9 1 6 - 1 5 2 8 o r 6 5 0 -

7 7 1 - 2 9 1 5 .

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RE -
CYCLABLE P ICKUP - K IDS
4 RECYCL ING o f f e r s p i c k u p
o f a l l r e c y c l a b l e m a t e r i a l s i n -
c l u d i n g n ew s p a p e r , s h r e d d e d
p a p e r , c o n t a i n e r s , p l a s t i c ,
g l a s s , a l um i n um a n d c a r d -
b o a r d . Ca l l D i a n a a t 9 9 9 -
6 8 3 2 . Fund s suppo r t Rancho s
c ommun i t y o r gan i z a t i on s .

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST-
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Ro-
totilling - Mowing - Scraping - Stump
Grinding. Call John at 908-1066.

Tractor Work - House Pads, lot level-
ing, driveways, trenching, concrete work
and underground utilities installed.
Lic. #719500. Call 559-970-4476.

Window Cleaning Services

Most windows $5 inside/out -
Screen, track, sills. Remove hard
water stains on home windows, shower
doors and car windows. Cobweb re-
moval too. Fully insured. Call Nick at
285-1723. Free estimates.
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The idea of Go Figure is to arrive
at the figures given at the bottom
and right-hand columns of the di-
agram by following the arithmetic
signs in the order they are given
(that is, from left to right and top
to bottom). Use only the num-
bers below the diagram to com-
plete its blank squares and use
each of the nine numbers only
once.

36754 AVE. 12 • 660-5262

Specializing inAUTO ACCIDENTS

STOP THE PAIN!

11/22

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $35!

TTOO  AADDVVEERRTTIISSEE
ccaallll

555599--664455--00663344

The Ranchos
Independent

classified rates are
crazy cheap

and crazy effective!  

• Got soap scum? Mix dishwashing detergent
with baking soda and use it to scrub bathroom
walls. It's very effective, and surprisingly gen-
tle, as baking soda is a mild abrasive that works
well without scratching.
• "Unless the label states otherwise, the best
rinse temperature for clothing is cold water. It
will help the clothing retain its shape and color
better, and -- bonus -- it's the least expensive
setting." -- I.F. in Texas
• When whipping egg whites, make sure you bring your eggs to room temperature be-
forehand. They will yield greater volume.
• Store asparagus in the fridge only for a few days before serving. Trim the cut end and
use wet paper towels to wrap it. Keep it in the crisper drawer.
• Getting your old deck of cards out to play? If they feel gummy, put them in a plastic
baggie, add a little bit of talc, baby powder or cornstarch, seal the bag and shake. Knock
the excess off before removing from the bag. Shuffle as usual. 
• "Wanna spot clean your floor? Spray an old pair of socks with floor cleaner, put them
on and do the cha-cha-cha." -- V.B. in Iowa 
Send your tips to Now Here's a Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803

© 2022 King Features Synd., Inc. 
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) You're eager to "Ram" headfirst into that new project. But before
you do, find out why some of your colleagues might not appear to be as gung-ho about it as you are.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) All that dedicated hard work you've been putting in pays off
better than you expected. So go ahead, reward yourself with something befitting a beauty-loving
Bovine.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) It's a good time to take on that new challenge. And if your self-
confidence is lacking, instead of telling yourself why you can't do it, list all the reasons why you can.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) This is one time when you might want to put some distance
between you and the job at hand. It will give you a better perspective on what you've done and
what you still need to do.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Resist that occasional lapse into Leonine laziness that sometimes
overtakes the Big Cat. Don't cut corners. Do the job right at this time, or you might have to redo
it later.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) You know how you like to do things. And that's fine. But
watch that you don't impose your methods on others. A current financial crunch soon eases.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Someone might try to take advantage of your generosity.
But before your sensitivity toward others overwhelms your good sense, check their story out
carefully.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Your strong Scorpian sense of fairness lets you see all
sides of a dispute. Continue to remain impartial as you help each person work through their
particular grievance.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Trust your keen Sagittarian insight to help you
see through an offer that might not be all it claims to be. A closer look could reveal disturbing
elements.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) With the Goat exhibiting a more dominant aspect
these days, you could find it easier to make your case in front of even the most skeptical audience.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Take things nice and easy as you continue to build up
your energy reserves for a big upcoming change. You'll need your strength for what lies ahead.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Recent news from someone you trust could help you make
an important decision. Also, be prepared to confront an upcoming change in a personal situation.

© 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.

You can be firm in your own views, but also flexible
enough to welcome the views of others.

BBoorrnn  tthhiiss  WWeeeekk
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Click on “Local News” at

1. TELEVISION: What was Netflix's first
exclusive content series? 2. U.S. STATES:
Which state is home to the Grand Canyon?
3. GEOGRAPHY: Where are the famous
Moai statues located? 4. MOVIES: Who
directed the chilling 2017 movie "Get
Out"? 5. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE:
Which country's largest airline is Aeroflot?
6. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which president
was elected to two nonconsecutive terms?
7. ANATOMY: The ossicles are located in
what part of the human body? 8. LITERA-
TURE: Which award-winning novel is set
in Maycomb, Alabama? 9. MEDICAL:
Which international organization declared
monkey pox to be a public health emer-
gency? 10. ANIMAL KINGDOM:What is
the only natural predator of great white
sharks, aside from humans?

1.Lillyhammer.
2.Arizona.
3.EasterIsland.
4.JordanPeele.
5.Russia.
6.GroverCleveland.
7.Middleear.
8."ToKillaMockingbird."
9.WHO(WorldHealthOrganization).
10.Orcasorkillerwhales.

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez
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The teleconference number is 312-757-3121
and the Access Code is 715-657-949.

11
/2

2

Our next meeting is
Monday, December 19 at 6 p.m.

Until further notice, the regular SEMCUmeetings
will take place via teleconference.

Please let us know if you have any questions.

Free Firewood for the Holiday
Season to Qualified Southeast
Madera County Residents!

To qualify, you must show an ID with proof of residency
within the local area. Pickup will be at 37101 Avenue 12

in the Madera Ranchos, next to the SEMCU sign. For
more information contact us at the number below.


