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THIS time
will the County
get it right?

by Karen Petryna
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In October, Supervisor Brett Frazier
held two meetings for ratepayers of Special
Maintenance District MD-10a to get a fresh
start on what has been a long-standing
problem, namely: Where has all the money
for the system gone and what should we do
now? The first meeting, held on Oct. 7 at
Liberty High School, was attended by
about 45 residents. Whereas the second,
held Oct. 27 at the same location, was
called a “Do-Over” and was attended by
about 60 residents. The reason for the sec-
ond meeting? The invitation to the first, in
addition to being advertised in the Ranchos
Independent, among other places, was also

THIS time
will the Count
get it right?

by Karen Petryna

sent by regular mail to all 980 addresses in
the MD-10a assessment district — and ar-
rived a day or two after the meeting was
held. That error was the fault of the com-
pany hired to presort the mailed invitations
and get them to the post office. But, due to
a change of ownership issue, the broken
equipment needed for sorting didn’t get re-
placed in time, delaying not only Supervi-
sor Frazier’s invitations but other County
mail, including paychecks, as well.
Getting Down to Business
At both meetings Supervisor Frazier
opened reading the ground rules for good
conduct which had been circulated among

the tables beforehand. The rules served to
remind everyone to be courteous and re-
spectful of each other’s comments and
everyone’s time and proved quite effective
over the course of the two-hour meeting.
Frazier then went on to characterize the
purpose of the meeting as a time to brain-
storm about “What we want MD-10a to
be.” He brought applications for those in-
terested in joining a new 5- to 6-person
MD-10a Water Committee, and he asked
everyone to help develop a wish list of
goals. He also reminded everyone that the
meeting was focused on moving forward,
rather than dwelling on what had happened
in the past, and said that by about Nov. 7
the comprehensive financial report that he
had requested when he first came to office
about where all the money had been spent
on the water system since the County took
it over in 1996 would be available and that
it would be maintained electronically for
easy access.

“Madera County wants MD-10a to
succeed,” Frazier said in response to a
question from the audience at the first
meeting, taking several minutes to assure
everyone. Then he introduced Public Works
Director Johannes Hoevertz, who told the
attendees there would be four quick updates
and three presentations from other County
staff members that he introduced. At the
second meeting, however, Frazier intro-
duced the speakers because Hoevertsz had
just announced he will be leaving the
County to take another position with
Sonoma County, and was not present.

Quick Updates
Engineer | Alvina Prackash, also with

the Madera County Public Works Depart-
ment, spoke next and provided updates on
the status of grant applications and other ef-
forts to improve the MD-10a water system.
Regarding the grant for the Valley Teen
Ranch (VTR) consolidation project, she
said the application to the State Water Re-
sources Control Board was currently under
review. The VTR consolidation project in-
cludes a new drinking water well at the
VTR site, a mile and a half of 8-inch
pipeline to connect from there to the MD-
10a system, 1,600 feet of replacement 8-
inch pipeline within the current system, and
some new 4-inch distribution pipeline at the
VTR site for a total cost of $2.96 million.
The state, which received the application in
June 2014 from VTR’s consultant, after
conducting a lengthy internal reorganiza-
tion, put the County in charge of it in May
of this year and began making further in-
quiries about the application in July.

The project, which will be 100 percent
grant-funded if approved because VTR is
considered a disadvantaged community by
the state, will also include up to a 1 million
gallon storage tank as an incentive to MD-
10a to annex VTR, which serves 30 people,
if the County’s efforts are successful. Such
a tank would likely be placed at the new
Dublin Well site, which has been in opera-
tion since June 1. County staff could not
project a timeline for the project, however,
as that is up to the State Water Board. If and
when it is approved, the next step will be
for the Board of Supervisors to approve it,
and then it will go to a Proposition 218 vote

Please see DO-OVER on P. 3

Olsen Giving Keynote at EDC Event

Madera
County’s Eco-
nomic Develop-
ment  Commis-
sion (EDC) is
planning its an-
nual Economic
Summit for
Thursday, Nov.
5 from 11:30
a.m.to 1:30 p.m.
at the Madera

Course.

Two guest speakers will be featured.
Dr. Sandra Caldwell, President of Reedley,
Madera and Oakhurst Community Col-
leges, will be discussing the importance
community colleges play in economic de-
velopment and the expanded class offer-
ings at the Madera facility. The Keynote

California Assembly Minority Leader Kristen Olsen
(left) and Reedley College President, Dr. Sandra Cald-
Municipal Golf well, are to speak at the the EDC Economic Summit.

speaker is As-
semblywoman
Kristen Olsen,
Minority Leader
of the California
State Assembly.
First elected in
2010, Olsen was
overwhelmingly
re-elected to her
third term in
2014 represent-
ing the 12th As-
sembly District.

Seats must be reserved and are $30
each or $300 for a table of ten. Tickets
are available through the Madera County
EDC at 675-7768 or by email at
lleonard@maderacountyedc.com.
Madera Municipal Golf Course is located
at 23200 Ave. 17, Madera.

County Public Works Director Quits

Madera County Public Works Director
Johannes J. Hoevertsz announced Thurs-

day, Oct. 22, that he will
be leaving Madera
County to pursue a new
professional opportu-
nity in Sonoma County.

“This decision was
not easy as | love my
job and the work that
we have accomplished
as a team in Madera
County,”  Hoevertsz
said. “However, this job
opportunity presents a

ongoing and future projects.

“l have the utmost confidence that the
Public Works team will
continue to perform at
the high level the Board
Members and public
have come to expect,”
Hoevertsz said.

Board of Supervi-
sors Chairman David
Rogers said he was
sorry to hear about Ho-
evertsz’s  resignation,
but wishes him the best
in his new endeavors.
“Johannes has been a

new challenge that will
help me to further grow
my professional career.”

Hoevertsz, who has
worked for the County
for 15 years, stated that he leaves behind a
staff that is prepared, capable and ready to
move forward with the County’s numerous

Madera

Johannes J. Hoevertsz,
County Public Works Director, will be
leaving to take a position in Sonoma
County.

great leader of a strong
team, and has accom-
plished an impressive
number of County
goals. We will miss him as a leader and a

Please see JOHANNES on P. 16
Click on ““Local News™ at



DO-OVER cont. from P. 2

by the rate payers, likely as part of a rate in-
crease probably no sooner than a couple
years from now.

Regarding the project to consolidate the
drinking water well and the 1 million gallon
storage tank at Liberty High School with
MD-10a that was reported on in the August
2014 issue of the Ranchos Independent,
Prakash said the state has determined it is
ineligible for emergency drought funding

and the County has no further plans to pur-
sue it, although the Golden Valley Unified
School District may do so, if it wishes.
Prakash also provided an update in re-
gard to the Liberty Village Shopping Center
project which is scheduled to start construc-
tion in the fall of next year, subject to the
discretion of the developer, Russell Shaw.
Located across Avenue 12 from Liberty
High School, the shopping center is also
subject to approval for construction contin-
gent upon installation of an additional water

storage tank at the Dublin Well site. An
agreement between the County and the de-
veloper will trade allowance for the center’s
connection to MD-10a for a much needed
and currently lacking storage tank, which
would significantly increase system relia-
bility and also lower costs by allowing elec-
trical pumping of system at non-peak hours.
The development will further contribute to
the system, once connected, by paying a me-
tered rate for water.

Regarding the project to replace all the
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MD-10a water system pipes, a grant appli-
cation for which was submitted by the
County in December 2013, again subse-
quent to the Water Board’s reorganization,
they have begun reviewing the application
and making inquiries, including to the
County Auditor’s Office, since July. Even
though there is no timeline on this project
from the State either, they have determined
that since the medium household income, at

Please see DO-OVER on P. 17
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Fall Social

Appetizers

So
No Host Bar

Free of Charge

Drinks

Saturday, November 7
6:30PM - 9PM

Come join our host, former Sanger Mayor Joshua Mitchell,
and find out what The Reagan League has planned for the 2016 election cycle
and learn how you can make a real difference.

Meet and mingle with fellow conservatives.

This event is FREE of charge.
Appetizers and soft drinks will be provided. No host bar will be available.

We look forward to seeing you there so make sure to RSVP right now
by replying by email to serafin@reaganleague.com
or visiting www.facebook.com/events/1476912239282689/
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Letters

Dear Editor:

After reading the latest Generation
Why column, it’s obvious that Eryn wants
it both ways: to have her cake and eat it
too. She wants us to “... teach our sons to
be gentlemen again.” It seems to me that
the women’s movements and political cor-
rectness has pretty much done away with
all of that. Women want to be police, fire-
men, (fire persons, firewomen? Gee what
do you call them?) fighter pilots and at
least be considered man’s equal, but then
expect to have a man get a door for them or
pull their chair? I will hold a door for a
man with his arms full as fast as I will for
a woman out of politeness, but not out of
chivalrous behavior. That ship sailed
(women did it to themselves). Maybe we
should start teaching our daughters (the
fairer sex) to be ladies again, dressing
nicely, wearing some make-up, wearing
their hair in more feminine ways and stop
feeling the need to compete with men who
generally do the jobs that they wouldn’t
want their women to have to do in the first
place. By your column, it would appear
that the women’s movements have been a
mixed blessing and need to be re-thought
due to their unintended consequences.

Just sayin’ ...

Greg Gustafson
Rolling Hills

Dear Editor:

A recent publication in your newspa-
per included a letter that painted a less than
stellar view of Golden Valley teachers with
regard to their level of participation in/with
the recall election. The teachers of GV are
disappointed that a time of healing and re-
uniting was not allowed as someone is at-
tempting to politicize the decisions we

Taking the

guess work out

of where to drill ... so all you hear is
the sweet sound of flowing water.

make for our students and our families.

We, the teachers, have been accused of
not “doing what we said and what we did
do hindered the recall.” Our leadership de-
termined that 86 percent of our member-
ship was in favor of the recall effort. This
figure was freely reported to the commu-
nity and news media alike. | gave state-
ments to local news agencies regarding
faculty support. Many of us do not live in
the district and therefore do not have a
right to vote. But, some of those who do as-
sisted in the recall effort by posting signs,
gathering signatures, attending fundraising
events and donating money. How could
this “hinder” the recall effort is unclear.

It is important to note that in our po-
sitions as teachers, our main obligation is
to the teaching and learning of students.
Our obligation and responsibility is to
maintain a safe, distraction-free learning
environment. We have met that obligation
during an emotionally charged political
climate by keeping our personal feelings
out of the classroom. What many don't re-
alize is that we have the children of board
members in our classrooms. In some
cases, children of board members on both
sides of the recall are in the same school,
the same grade and the same classroom.
Our obligation and responsibility is to the
teaching, learning and safety of all stu-
dents — no matter who their parents are and
no matter what our political views.

It is true that GV teachers asked for
and took a 2 percent raise after seven years
of nothing on the salary schedule, nothing
additional to retirement. It is also true that
ALL GV employees benefit from our ne-
gotiations. Certificated, classified and ad-
ministration are 2 percent closer to where
we should be. GVTA will continue to ne-
gotiate for a fair and competitive wage no

Please see LETTERS on P. 17
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1-800-980-7429
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National Groundwater Surveyor works with
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559-645-5324
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be held the first week of July, 2016. Delivery must be by August 31, 2016.
Must be a Valley Propane customer.

VIAIL TO: Valley Propane ¢ 37221 Ave. 12 #1D
adera, CA 923636
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Guest Editorial

By Rich Lowry

Carly Fiorina is a no-nonsense
former business executive who is
showing she can play — and throw el-
bows — with the big boys in the Re-
publican presidential nomination
battle. Feminists have noticed, but
their admiration is tinged with dread
—and it should be. An eloquent, fear-
less critic of abortion, the latest out-
sider to climb into the Republican
race is a clear and present danger to
what feminists hold most dear. Even
if she had said nothing else at the
CNN debate, Fiorina would have
stood out for her gut-punch of a
statement about the horror of the
guerrilla Planned Parenthood videos
capturing the ghoulish organ har-
vesting that is an important side
business of the organization (the
main business, of course, is aborting
babies). The novelist Jennifer
Weiner told The New York Times for
a story about the conflicted feelings
of feminists, "It's so weird — she
looks like one of us, but she's not."
The managing editor of the feminist
website Jezebel tweeted the night of
the debate, "I'm in love with and ter-
rified of her." Yes, be afraid, very
afraid. Fiorina already may be the
most effective, high-profile woman
that the pro-life movement has. At
the debate, she captured the enor-
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SHOOTING STRAIGHT
TO THE HEART

“WE DON'T
WANT AN
ARMS
CONTROL
PROCESS
THAT SENDS
HOPES

! SOARING
ONLY TO END
IN DASHED
EXPECTATIONS.”

RONALD REAGAN

SAYING MORE IN ONE QUOTE
THAN OTHERS SAY IN A LIFETIME
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Carly - Terrifying Feminists

mity of the Planned Parenthood
scandal, for which there are almost
no words, speaking of it in the
harshly indignant terms that it de-
serves. No sooner had she made her
statement than the media fact-check-
ers got to work. Fiorina had de-
scribed a video of a living fetus and
a technician working to harvest its
brain. This was wrong. The video
was stock footage of a briefly living
victim of an abortion that played
while a former technician described
—in a different case — her horrifying
experience cutting an aborted baby's
face open to preserve its brain for
sale. Fiorina should have been more
precise, but her electric condemna-
tion of Planned Parenthood has in-
evitably gotten the attention of the
pro-abortion sisterhood. In lowa,
protesters chanted and threw con-
doms at her, even though Fiorina had
said nothing about birth control. At
the same event, a woman accosted
Fiorina to ask, "How can you as a
woman not support our health care?"
Fiorina probably left the woman de-
termined never to try that again.
"Oh, I support your health care,” she
shot back. "I don't support butcher-
ing babies.” Fiorina is so formidable
because she has a tough-as-nails
public persona, together with an ear
for the music of public speech. At
their best, her riffs are pungent,
memorable — and persuasive. "Liber-
als and progressives will spend inor-
dinate amounts of time and money
protecting fish, frogs and flies," she
said after a visit to a pro-life preg-
nancy center. "They do not think a
17-week-old, a 20-week-old, a 24-
week-old is worth saving." Hillary
Clinton's fans can be forgiven for
wishing their candidate had some of
Fiorina's flare as a communicator. A
writer at Cosmopolitan lamented,
"Carly Fiorina is the candidate |
wanted Hillary Clinton to be." She
and others ought to get used to feel-
ing envious and chagrined. Even if
she flames out as a candidate, in
Carly Fiorina conservatives and pro-
lifers have discovered a formidable
champion.

Rich Lowry is editor of the Na-
tional Review.

(c) 2015 by King Features Synd., Inc.
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Soaring with One Eagle

I remember it like it was yester-
day. My dad popped in an old cas-
sette into the tape deck of his car
stereo and my life would never be
the same. As the surreal poetry of
Hotel California and poignant heart-
break of Wasted Time filled the air
around me | finally understood how
music could be more than just a
great beat and catchy chorus; music
could touch you.

Don’t get me wrong, it’s not that
I don’t like contemporary music;
some of it is sweet and fun and the
boy bands are usually cute, but the
best music in my opinion was made
before | was. Though | like many
musicians from decades past, the Ea-
gles have remained my favorite band
since that moment in the car with my
dad so many years ago. They are the
band I turn to in moments of extreme
happiness or deep despair. | love

=R

TIONS
WHY s
by eryn b. nyré

recent. | might need new friends.
When | heard on the radio that
Don Henley was coming | did two
things: First, | swore to myself |
would not miss the concert this time
because who knew how many more
chances | would get. Second, |
asked every friend, semi-friend, co-
worker and acquaintance to go with
me. Yes, the Eagles are my first love
but the man | named my first car
after is a close second and | was

them as a group

going to be there,

that common, I’ve
often dreamed of

but it is founding and | wasn’t
Imembethon H?In— | finally understood above begging.
ey who really - Prospects of a
sparks a fire in how r_nUSIC could be more concert buddy
my ears. A lead than just a great beat and |goking  pretty
vocalist and catchy chorus; music could bleak I made the
drummer, not all touch you. decision that |

was going to see
Don Henley even

what it would be
like to see such an amazing musician
in person.

Sadly, one of the problems with
harboring a love for music of the
past is that it isn’t as easy to see
them perform live. Sometimes you
can get lucky and see pieces of the
band like Foreigner without their
lead singer or Journey without their
lead singer but because you weren’t
around in their heyday you miss out
on seeing them as a whole. I’'m not
saying | want to be older or any-
thing, but perhaps my music tastes
would suggest | was born in the
wrong decade. The Eagles still tour
occasionally, (well, most of them,
but they are missing a couple of
original members too), | just haven’t
managed to be in the right place at
the right time with the right balance
in my bank account to actually get to
see them. A couple of years ago they
came close enough for a mini-road
trip but I couldn’t find anyone else
willing to spend the money on them.
Evidently in my friendship circles
they like to keep things a little more

if 1 went alone. |
figured that even if | was kidnapped
and murdered by a serial killer it
would be worth it as long as he
waited until after the concert. I’'m
sure | would be able to negotiate. |
found a date in the end, but let’s
face it, my real date was going to be
up on that stage singing to me all
night like no one else existed.

The experience of seeing the
musician you have always loved is
almost impossible to describe but
I’m going to give it a try anyway.
It’s like all of the dreams you’ve
ever thought of having come true at
the same moment, all while riding a
magical unicorn with a leprechaun
on your lap. Listening to his haunt-
ingly beautiful a cappella rendition
of End of the Innocence rendered
my speechless; | couldn’t even sing
along. | could barely clap when it
was over | was so moved. Let me
put it this way: | was so entranced |
couldn’t even people watch. | have
no idea who was around me, but |

Please see GEN WHY on P. 9

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!

'ENGINEERING

A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying ¢ Civil Engineering ¢ Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!

e Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate
« Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
» Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment

* Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
+ Divide your property with a parcel map

36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849
www.bedrockeng.com

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley
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Certified DOT/CDL Exammer

Specializing in:

* Auto Accidents

* Neck & Arm Pain

e Lowback, Hip & Leg Pain
* Migraines/Headaches

We also Perform:
e DOT/CDL Exams
e Sports Physicals
® Drug Testing

* Nutritional Response
Testing

* State-of-the-Art Facility
¢ Computerized Spinal
Analysis/Treatment
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* Decompression
¢ Rehabilitation
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You can do it yourself or have the Got broken screens? Madera Glass Glass for picture frames is a spe-
pros at Madera Glass & Mirror & Mirror has the expertise to make cialty at Madera Glass & Mirror. Fix
take care of your window repairs. quick work of any screen repair. a broken one or complete a project.

Veckera EHess & Virrer, HeEs wiel

Madera Glass & Mirror’s repair services are close to the prices charged in the 1980's. Give them a call today
for unbelieveable prices on incredible quality work and products for all of your glass and screen needs.

Madera Glass & Mirror Co. - 1825 Howard Rd., Madera - 559-673-3583

Ranchos Dental Care & Orthodontics

559-045-5320

www.ranchosdental.net
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Matthew Pia, D.D.S.

37144 Ave. 12, Suite 104
Madera Ranchos
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Time
Change the

National Anthem?

By Betty Van Valkenburg

Some people want us to scrap the Star-
Spangled Banner because it is too hard to
sing or too warlike or too patriotic. May |
suggest the perfect replacement that should
make these misguided folks happy? It’s
easy to sing and is already popular. More
importantly, it depicts to a “T” the current
United States government’s relationship
with “We the People.” And it doesn’t have
any of that patriotic, love-of-country stuff
that some find so objectionable. Ladies and
gentlemen, the 1983 hit song Every Breath
You Take might — sadly — be the perfect an-
them for what our country has become.

Every breath you take

Every move you make

Every bond you break

Every step you take

I’ll be watching you

Every single day
Every word you say
Every game you play
Every night you stay
I’ll be watching you

O can’t you see

You belong to me ...”

For some inexplicable reason | re-
cently heard this old song and really lis-
tened to the lyrics. A light bulb went on,
with an accompanying slap of the forehead
and a feeling of foreboding. “Omigosh,
that’s exactly the way the government and
politicians treat ‘We the People.”” Watch-
ing us, controlling us, owning us. Because
they want to. Because no one stops them.
All for our own good, of course. Because
they “love” us so much. Because they know
best. Cradle to grave. Dependency. Sub-
servience. Twenty-four/seven.

The patriotic Star-Spangled Banner,
on the other hand, came from the 1814
poem titled “The Defense of Fort
McHenry,” penned by Francis Scott Key to
celebrate that the fort in Maryland still
stood after an overnight bombardment by
the British. “The rockets’ red glare” and
“bombs bursting in air” “gave proof
through the night that our flag was still
there.” What a relief to Key! The country
and our flag were worth fighting for. The
price of victory was not cheap.

When the poem was set to music and

then adopted as the national anthem in
1931, it was perfectly acceptable — even de-
sirable — that America’s official song
reached soaring high notes that were chal-
lenging and inspirational, rather than easy
and predictable to all who sang it with
hands held proudly over their hearts. Amer-
icans were known to be up to any chal-
lenge, made of hardy stock, and willing to
take risks, work hard and defend their coun-
try. The idea that the nation’s anthem
should be purposely “easy” and not reflect
the strength of its people would have been
unthinkable.

The lyrics of Every Breath You Take, if
taken seriously, depict a controlling, and by
today’s standards possibly abusive, rela-
tionship. The object of the song’s overbear-
ing affection, if real, would have three
choices: Accept being watched and owned;
try to change the possessive lover’s actions;
or walk away and find someone else.

We who cherish liberty and object
strenuously to being watched or “owned”
by our government have only one choice.
We do not acquiesce, and we do not walk
away. (And where would we go?)

The only option is to reclaim our con-
stitutional republic by limiting government
control and maximizing individual respon-
sibility and liberty as enshrined in the
founding documents.

But how do we do that? That’s a long
story for another article, but the short ver-
sion is to: 1) Educate ourselves and others
through accurate information on issues,
government policy and politicians; 2) Study
candidates under a microscope and elect
only those trusted to protect liberty; 3)
Build relationships with and positively in-
fluence elected officials; and 4) Work with
trusted like-minded groups. And maybe, 5)
For those who have the stomach for it: Run
for office and/or encourage others to do so.

It won’t be easy. But if we don’t re-
verse course, our kids and grandkids will
“belong” to the government with “every
breath they take.”

Is this wild exaggeration? Consider
that Common Core tracks students from
Kindergarten to career. The Secretary of
Education proposes government boarding
schools to keep children 24/7 and “cradle-
to-career” education reform. Congress
wants to increase federal funding to “com-
munity schools” to cover academic, physi-
cal, social, emotional, health, mental health
and other needs. Zoning codes limit where
and how we live, according to a national
plan. Pompous, overbearing politicians see
the need to ban certain team names and
smokeless tobacco at pro sports and goes
after school bake sales and kids playing tag.
Watching every move we make, every step
we take, every single day!

www. The Ranchos.com
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Pump Up the Pumpkin

Here we are in autumn already. I love
the fall time of the year — not real cold yet,
and a lot cooler than what we have been
through. Probably the only people that
don’t like this weather are at PG&E. We
can open our windows and doors and
enjoy.

What do you usually think of when
this time of year gets here? Football
games? Beautiful orange and red leaves
on the trees (and then you have to rake
the lousy things up)? Halloween?
Pumpkins! Over the past years | used to
pick up Randy’s, and then Adam’s, kids
after school at

@;ﬁ bg Jean Briner

old could have made it last year or the
year before! But wait, Sara’s recipe is as
good as her story:

Make the pumpkin-pie mixture from
the large can of Libby’s pumpkin. Pour it
into a large deep casserole. (I’d say she
used about a 3 quart Corningware dish.)

In a large bowl blend a packaged
spice cake mix with two cubes melted
butter.

-

Drop this mix-

Sierra View and |
loved to sit there

ture by spoonfuls
on top of the pie

And what are you reminded of

and watch the lit- e o . Mmixture in the
tle ones on the W_hen Wesay_ Pumpkin®? Pumpkin casserole dish.
days they came Pie, Pumpkin Bread and lots of Bake at 350
back to the school  other desserts made with pumpkins? for about 1 %
?gtef theg t”kaO Most people don’t bother with seed- hOUfS’\-I ek

e umpkin . . - _ ow | ask you
Patch. What ex- ”?g’ peeling, and C.OOkmg apump--_ doesn’t  that
citement!  They kin any more, they just buy a can. sound good? How

were SO0 protec-

about a big spoon

tive of their pre-
cious treasures. They hung on to it like
the star football player running with the
ball to the goal line. Hopefully they all
had someone at home that could help
them make that all important Jack ‘O
Lantern.
Pumpkin Anyone?

And what are you reminded of when
we say “Pumpkin”? Pumpkin Pie, Pump-
kin Bread and lots of other desserts made
with pumpkins? Most people don’t bother
with seeding, peeling, and cooking a
pumpkin any more, they just buy a can.

Although pumpkin pie is not my fa-
vorite, my mom did make delicious ones.
She usually made two for Thanksgiving
except when she knew her grandson Steve
would be there, then she would always
make a couple extras. She didn’t have any
secret recipe, not even one written on her
cards. Her recipe was on the back of a can
of Libby’s pumpkin. Each large can will
make two pies.

In going through mama’s recipe
cards, | found this one. She has cut it out
of a newspaper and taped it to one of her
cards so | will copy itas itis. If you can’t
make good pie crust (like me) or just
don’t like to make pie crust, this recipe
would be ideal and it sounds good too.

No Crust to Screw Up
Stick it in the oven and forget it for
an hour and half. Easy, peasy. My 11 year

of this with a blob
of whipped cream on it — or a scoop of
vanilla ice cream. Yummy.

The following pumpkin bread recipes
are for everyone, but especially for the
lady that called the office and requested
them and before | could get back to her, |
misplaced her phone number. The first
one is my mother’s:

Pumpkin Nut Bread

1 C margarine

3 C sugar

3 eggs

1 large can pumpkin

3 C sifted all purpose flour

1 % tsp salt

1 tsp baking soda

1 tsp baking powder

1 tsp cinnamon

1 tsp cloves

Y tsp nutmeg

1 tsp vanilla

2 C chopped nuts

1 C raisins

Cream together margarine and sugar.
Beat in eggs, add pumpkin and vanilla,
mixing well. Sift together dry ingredients,
blend with pumpkin mixture. Add nuts
and raisins.

Bake in loaf pans for 40 to 45 min-
utes in preheated 350 oven.

Please see RECIPE on P. 9
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RECIPES cont. from P. 8

The following recipe is my sister
Faye’s (Randy’s mom). You will notice it
doesn’t take any eggs.

Faye’s Pumpkin Bread

Oven 350 Yield — 3 loaves

1 can pumpkin

4 C sugar

1 Coil

Mix together, then add to pumpkin

mixture:

2 tsp baking soda

2 tsp cinnamon

1 tsp cloves

1 tsp nutmeg

1 tsp salt

5 C flour

Bake in prepared pans 70 minutes

| have a very dear friend living in
Chowechilla that | went to school with since
the seventh grade. She took over as man-
ager of the high school cafeteria when my
mother retired. Every year she invites my
sisters and me up to her house for a Christ-
mas luncheon. A couple of years ago she
served a pumpkin roll that was really deli-
cious. | asked her for the recipe and I’ll pass
it on to you.

Pumpkin Cake Roll
3 eggs

1 C sugar

1 tsp lemon juice
2/3 C pumpkin

1 C chopped nuts

¥ C flour

1 tsp baking powder
Y tsp ginger

Y tsp salt

2 tsp cinnamon

1/4 tsp nutmeg
Filling:
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1 C powdered sugar

6 0z. pkg. cream cheese- softened

Y, C butter - softened

Y tsp vanilla

Preheat oven at 375. Grease a 15x10x1
inch baking pan and line with waxed paper.
Grease and flour the paper. Set aside.

In a mixing bowl, beat eggs on high for
5 minutes. Gradually beat in sugar until
thick and lemon colored. Add pumpkin and
lemon juice.

In another bow! (I use a large piece of
wax paper so you won’t have another bowl
to wash) mix flour, cinnamon, baking pow-
der, salt, ginger and nutmeg, fold into
pumpkin mixture.

Spread batter into prepared pan, sprin-
kle with nuts.

Bake at 375 for 15 minutes or until
cake springs back when lightly touched. Be
careful not to bake too long or it will be too
dry to roll.

Immediately turn out on a clean towel
that has been dusted with powdered sugar.
Peel off paper and roll cake up in the towel
starting with the narrow end. Cool.

Meantime, in a mixing bowl, beat
cream cheese, 1 cup powdered sugar, butter
and vanilla until fluffy.

When cake has cooled, carefully unroll
the cake. Spread filling over cake to within
1 inch of edges. Roll up again (not in
towel). Cover and chill until serving. Dust
with powdered sugar if desired.

Fall Back

Just a reminder that Daylight Saving
Time will end Sunday Nov. 1 at 2 a.m. Be-
fore going to bed Saturday evening set your
clocks back (remember spring forward, fall
back) one hour.

This story originally appeared in the
October 2009 issue of the Ranchos Inde-
pendent. -- Editor

GEN WHY cont. from P. 6

can describe Don’s every move.
The hour and a half flew by and
before I knew it he was leaving the
stage for the second time. | wanted
to run after him but the very large
men in very tight T-shirts looked
like they could take me. My date
had a good time, which is nice but
honestly | forgot he was even there
for a while. It was the best concert |
have ever been to and easily the
most incredible experience of my
life. 1 think one of the hard parts
about seeing your favorite musician
perform live for the first time is ex-
pectation. Spending 20 years de-
vouring every song he has every
written sets the bar pretty high. 1’ve

been to many concerts where the
musicians clearly rely heavily on
modern technology to achieve their
sound, and for the most part | stop
buying their albums after that. But
that’s the thing about older music —
they had to sound good because
there weren’t a lot of fancy tricks
some dude in a booth could do to
make you sing or play when you re-
ally couldn’t. Don didn’t disappoint.
Even as he stares 70 in the face, his
performance was every bit as ex-
traordinary as | had hoped. | don’t
think the night could have been any
better. No, I’m wrong — | wish my
dad would have been there, after all
he is responsible for this particular
obsession of mine. It would have
been nice to experience it with him.
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The Bookshelf

Picture This: It’s Picture Book Time

By Amanda Judd

The Ranchos Library will soon
be celebrating picture books. No-
vember is officially Picture Book
Month. Picture Book Month was es-
tablished to remind us of the impor-
tance of picture books and the
connection that we make emotion-
ally, physically and socially when
we take the time to slow down and
read stories aloud. Picture books
spark imagination and creativity and
they provide the listener/viewer an
opportunity to make connections that
pertain to aspects in their own life.
During these read aloud sessions we
are gifted with a bonding experience
that cannot be achieved by any other
manner. Picture books bring about
fun entertainment because the reader
and the listener(s) get to be active
participants in the story and the de-
velopment of the story. Picture
books were developed for children
aged newborn to children over 100
and are great for everyone. Each
Thursday at 11 a.m. Mrs. Diane
Maxfield provides an educational
and fun story time that always fea-
tures some of our picture books.

The Ranchos Library has a won-
derful collection of picture books. We
have books that help you learn about
your feelings, your achievements and
disappointments, manners, holidays,
changing of the seasons and so much
more. Take the time to stop in and
pick up a picture book to read with
those that you love or just enjoy one
yourself. Get lost in the world of
SkippyJon Jones; a Siamese cat that
believes he is a Chihuahua. Take a
trip across the ocean or fly through
the clouds with an adventure story.
Grab a nice relaxing bedtime story or
maybe try one that helps with learn-
ing our ABCs and 123s. Select some-
thing that has only illustrations and
create your own story as you go or
better yet have children create the
story. Despite your choosing, you will
leave completely satisfied.

We would also like to invite you
all to stop in and see our new rocking
chair. Our beautiful chair has been
dedicated by Friends of the Ranchos
Library in the memory of Mrs. Esther
Anderson. It is an exceptional re-
minder that honors all of her service
and her remarkable devotion to shar-

ing her affection of reading with our chil-
dren. It sits in the children’s area and fre-
quently has little dangling legs snuggled
up with a teddy bear and a great book.

Ranchos Library wants to give just a
couple of quick friendly reminders:

Keep your eyes peeled for those
Bucks for Books inserts that will be in-
side of your County Property Tax bills.
Bucks for Books is a program that al-
lows you to contribute directly to your
very own library. The proceeds go to
Friends of the Ranchos Library and stay
right here in your own community.

Next, with Thanksgiving just around
the corner and the official start of the
Christmas shopping season, picture
books make fantastic gifts. They can be
shared and enjoyed over and over again.
Please remember that if you are an on-
line shopper and utilize Amazon for your
purchases, be sure to sign up for Ama-
zonSmile. You will then simply select
Friends of the Ranchos Library as your
organization. This will allow the Ranchos
Library to receive donations from eligi-
ble purchases before you begin shopping.
Then every eligible purchase you make
will result in a donation.

The Madera Ranchos Library
37167 Ave. 12
645-1214
Sunday and Monday Closed
Tuesday 11 a.m. — 6 p.m.
Wednesday and Thursday
lam.-5pm.
Friday and Saturday
11 am.-3p.m.
www.MaderaCountyLibrary.org

LICENSE #932435
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By Andy Alvarado

As many of you may be aware, my
first day back in Golden Valley USD was
Sept. 21. | am grateful to be back as the
lead learner of our wonderful school dis-
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tricts. We have many reasons to be excited
for this upcoming school year.

One initiative in particular is our one-
to-one mobile device program at Liberty
High School. This year we will be com-
pletely one-to-one in grades 9-12, which
is one year ahead of schedule. We feel it is
a moral imperative to make sure students
are prepared for what the 21st century will
be expecting of them as they enter the real
world. Our ultimate goal is to have de-
vices available district-wide in all grades
and with your support we can accomplish
this goal in the near future.

I have been asked if it is going to re-
quire a lot of rebuilding after the chal-
lenges we have faced during the past eight
months. To that, | say no. “We are not
going to rebuild, we are going to reload.”
I mean this wholeheartedly for | believe
when you have principles and values that
are as embedded as they are here in
Golden Valley, it’s not necessary to start
over. It is necessary to make sure those
who have signed on to the challenge of
educating our children understand what
they have agreed to. Our core values and
principles will remain the same.

Our work here in Golden Valley Uni-
fied School District is centered on pro-
viding a curriculum-rich education that is
driven by real world and real life experi-
ences. We will continue to stress to our
teachers and administrators the impor-
tance of our core values of providing a
rigorous curriculum, making learning rel-
evant to our students and developing pos-
itive relationships with our children; this
is the Golden Valley Way.

Our community expects us to prepare
our students for the real world. We under-
stand, in order to accomplish this task, it
truly takes a GVUSD community. We take
this responsibility wholeheartedly and
vow to bring our best day in and day out.
Our children need to be able to compete
globally and we are committed to being
increasingly proactive in preparing stu-
dents for challenges that do not yet exist.
We must recognize the paradigm shifts in
education and adjust our systems to prop-
erly and proactively address an ever-
changing society. Our past is not a prelude
to our children’s future.

We have set the highest standard of
what we expect from our students and
staff. Our students and staff will be re-

Please see Andy on P. 16
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The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce

Anmuet] Conamrusy
ChrisBmes
LighBing Ce

Maywood Shopping Cent

The return of the original Community Christmas Tree Lighting is coming
to the Maywood Center on Friday, Dec. 4* at 6 p.m. Come join in the
celebration that raises badly needed supplies for our Veterans at Veterans
Hospital in Fresno while you get to enjoy snacks, beverages, Christmas
carols and a visit by Santa Claus himself.

Pick a star for a Veteran at the VA Hospital.
Items needed for Veterans: Instant coffee, white hand towels, white socks,
lap blankets, toothpaste, toothbrushes, L and XL white t-shirts, new books.
Items need to be returned to the Chamber office by Dec. 11. Gifts will be de-
livered to the Veterans at the VA Hospital in Fresno on Dec. 14 at 10 a.m.

Call the Chamber at 645-4001 for complete details

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce is sponsoring Hdp o FO‘é«t@V C]’M:ld/

“The Big One’” Christmas Chamber Mixer [ | this Chwistmas
Wednesday, December 9 ¢ 6-7:30 p.m.

Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce M R N e et v asa
37167 Avenue 12 Suite 5C, Madera Ranchos N\ .7, -~

Everyone is invited. Great food will be served. Our Merry Christmas to you. a7 Ly Bring a little sparkle of joy to a foster

child this Christmas by stopping by the

¥ 3 y Chamber office and selecting an ornament

{ "R .\ with a child’s name, age and gift request.

Owr N ewest M@WLI)@V % : == The requests range fro?n every?hing f?om a

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would like to welcome . 0 1 & Sl Barbie doll or soccer ball, to simple hair

. B A ribbons.Unwrapped
Va”ey Toner Supply g~ _2% " @5 items must be turned in m
Bruce Tamiyasu o P £/ to the Chamber ofice by X
to the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce family. g December 11.
Get involved. Come to a meeting. Always the second Wednesday of the month T Call 645-4001 for CASA
at 37167 Ave. 12 at 6:30 p.m. Call 645-4001 for more info. A W8 more information. N

FOR CHILDREN

Click on ““Local News’ at
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MBy Brenda McElroy

Think Before You Toss

When | was a kid we had a plum or-
chard across the street and a big field in back.
We would sculpt dirt clods after the orchard
had been plowed and make forts in the field.
Daniel Boone was our hero and we’d find
long sticks to use as our rifles. You might say
We were masters at repurposing.

I suppose the depression era folks were
the true masters and many people still hang
on to things — just in case. As an organizer
I’m not against saving things, as long as you
know where to find them when you need
them and they’re not getting in the way of
what you currently need and use. Better yet,
I’m all for reducing, reusing and recycling.

With our new Redrock recycling bins
we can now see just how much of what we

discard can be recycled. Here are some inter-
esting recycling facts from Redrock’s website
(www.CagliaEnvironmental.com):
 Recycling one aluminum can saves
enough energy to run a TV for three hours —or
the equivalent of a half a gallon of gasoline.

« If every American recycled just one-
tenth of their newspapers, we would save
about 25,000,000 trees a year.

« The energy saved from recycling one
glass bottle can run a 100-watt light bulb for
four hours or a compact fluorescent bulb for
20 hours. It also causes 20 percent less air pol-
lution and 50 percent less water pollution than
when a new bottle is made from raw materi-
als.

« Out of every $10 spent buying things,
$1 (10 percent) goes for packaging that is
thrown away. Packaging represents about 65
percent of household trash.

« A typical family consumes 182 gallons
of soda, 29 gallons of juice, 104 gallons of
milk and 26 gallons of hottled water a year.
That's a lot of containers — make sure they're
recycled.

In addition to using our Redrock recycle
bins there are other things we can do to reduce
our contribution to landfills. Here are some
additional recycling places and a list of what
they accept:

Neighborhood Thrift (353 E Olive Ave,
Fresno) — Stained/ripped clothing/linens, bat-

tered books and electronic waste (TVs, mon-
itors, computers, kitchen/household items,
anything with a cord).

SpeeDee Oil Change (6504 N Black-
stone Ave, Fresno) — Used oil.

Lions Recycle for Sight (Lions Clubs) —
Eyeglasses

Clovis Police Department (1233 5th St,
Clovis) and Fresno Co. Sheriff's Office (2200
Fresno St, Fresno) — Medicine — DEA au-
thorized collectors.

The Madera County Household Hazardous
Waste Collection Facility (21739 Road 19,
Chowchilla) — Motor oil, antifreeze, brake
fluid, grease, batteries, ammonia-based clean-
ers, drain cleaners, deodorizers, aerosol cans,
spot removers, oven cleaners, moth balls, pho-
tographic chemicals, wood preservatives, art
supplies, paint remover, paint, solvents, insect
spray, weed killers, pool chemicals and pesti-
cides. Items not accepted are medical wastes,
radioactive material and large compressed gas
cylinders. Quantities limited to 15 gallons of
liquids or 125 pounds of solids per trip.

O.S.H. (5445 N. Blackstone Ave,
Fresno) — Fluorescent tubes, CFL bulbs, one-
use batteries and rechargeable batteries.
Small, household quantities (unbroken).

Marjaree Mason Center (1600 “M”
St., Fresno) — All cell phones, including non-
working cell phones and those without
chargers.

Best Buy (7550 N Blackstone Ave, River
Park, Fresno) — TVs, VCRs, computers, cell
phone batteries, laptop batteries, rechargeable
batteries, tablets, appliances, ink and toner,
CDs, video games, cameras and camcorders,
care audio, video and GPS.

For things that are still usable, you have
more options. You can sell your items online
at Madera Ranchos Yard Sale Facebook
group, Craigslist and www.ThredUp.com.
There are places to donate and sell here in the
Ranchos like the Ranchos Hills Seniors
(37330 Berkshire Dr.), and Now & Again
(37184 Ave 12 #104) and a plethora of other
consignment and thrift stores in Fresno and
Madera.

If you’re not receiving value from items
in your home, garage, or storage, consider
what they might do for someone who can’t af-
ford to purchase new, or who might benefit
from your donation to Hospice Thrift, SPCA
Thrift, or Fresno Rescue Mission Thrift.

Who could argue with Mother Teresa? ““I
only feel angry when | see waste; when | see
people throwing away things we could use.”

Contact Organized by Choice (because
things don’t always fall into place) at P.O.
Box 26152, Fresno, CA 93729, call 559-871-
3314 or email info@organizedbychoice.com.
You can also visit their website at www.
organizedbychoice.com.

This year's Harvest Party

Bounce Houses, Petting Zoo, Carnival Games, Prizes,
Bike Raffle, Facepainting, and it's all FREE!

_ (We also have some great food available for purchase)

Bring the whole family in costume and make some

GREAT Halloween memories!

www.flipside.church | 559-281-6875 | info@acts176.com
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Let’s get Gassed

Hello, 93636.

Last week | was at my regular gas sta-
tion topping off my fuel tank. I noticed a
tanker truck also there dropping off his fuel
load. Like always, | walked over to the driver
and entered a conversation with him con-
cerning his batch. One of the questions | al-
ways ask is, “What is the alcohol content of
your batch?” It's important information | may
need when diagnosing customer complaints
like, “My fuel mileage and/or engine per-
formance has declined.” Of course one of the
first things | will look at is the vehicle’s “fuel
trim adaptation.” Is the PCM (Powertrain
Control Module/engine computer) adding
more fuel than its base program setting? By
law, the gasoline we purchase at the pump
can contain up to 10 percent alcohol without
notification. Anything greater than 10 percent
must be posted. As | understand it, gasoline is
gasoline. When gasoline is manufactured at
the refinery and loaded into delivery trucks,
different additive packages can be added to
the gasoline to meet the different retailers’ re-
quirements. Generally the lower the price of
the gasoline the less additives and/or greater
the content of alcohol by volume. Alcohol
costs less than gasoline and therefore de-
creases the cost per gallon at the pump.

The driver said there is talk to change to
consumer hatching at the pump. We would
have a choice to add 10 percent or 15 percent
alcohol to our batch with 15 percent being
the lowest per gallon price. | gave him my
suggestion which is a third option. My sug-
gestion is alcohol free. My choice would al-
ways be 100 percent gasoline. | don't have a
particular bias against alcohol, I'm just inter-
ested in keeping my fuel costs down. Alcohol
contains about 50 percent of the energy of an
equal amount of gasoline and alcohol can
weigh up to a half pound more per gallon.
Both of these details are detrimental to fuel
mileage. If your vehicle is able to travel 400
miles on a tank full of gasoline, that range
will decrease to something closer to 200-250
miles with 100 percent alcohol in the tank.
This fact seems to have been left out of the
public conversation when the benefits of E85
(85 percent ethanol) are discussed. The
greater the content of alcohol in gasoline, the
lower your fuel mileage will be and the more
often you will be at the pump refueling.

As you may have noticed, some vehi-
cles are flex fuel vehicles. A flexible fuel ve-

hicle basically means it's a dual fuel vehicle.
A flex fuel vehicle can run on pump gas or
E85. E85 will decrease fuel mileage by
about 30 percent. In order to use E85 fuel in
General Motors vehicles, an extra layer of
software and hardware were incorporated.
Before the fuel is injected into the cylinders,
it passes through a sensor (analyzer) which
takes some capacitance measurements and
then preforms some complicated math to de-
termine the ratio of gasoline to alcohol. That
information, along with fuel temperature and
other relative information, is transmitted to
the Flex Fuel Module. The Flex Fuel Mod-
ule processes that information and sends its
recommendations to the PCM so the proper
adjustments can be made. A greater concen-
tration of alcohol will require the PCM to
hold the fuel injectors open longer to facili-
tate the increased need for fuel. The second-
ary ignition timing curve will also need to be
adapted from its base programing.

Chrysler vehicles use oxygen sensors to
determine the gasoline to alcohol ratio. If
more than three gallons of fuel is added to
the tank, a recalibration process is triggered.
After the oxygen sensors reach proper oper-
ating temperature, the PCM will start “trim-
ming up or down” the base fuel calculation.
That means if the oxygen sensor sees a lean
fuel condition due to increased alcohol con-
tent, the PCM will “trim up,” or add more
fuel. Vice versa if the fuel added has a lower
concentration of alcohol. These vehicles
need a functioning fuel level sensor to prop-
erly trigger the recalibration process.

Sorry folks, | just don't see the need.
Due to the advent of the modern catalytic
converter, | often see vehicles exhausting
less carbon monoxide, hydrocarbons and ni-
trous oxides (laughing gas) from their tail
pipes then is present in our air. | don't under-
stand why we need to convert farmland and
water into corn so we can then process the
corn into ethanol. It takes land out of pro-
duction which could otherwise be used to
grow food and uses precious water to grow
fuel. Wouldn't it be better to drill past the
water and into crude oil or natural gas de-
posits? Gasoline costs less per unit of energy,
it's clean burning in the modern day vehicle
and we have an abundant supply. Just for
your information, natural gas is even
cheaper, cleaner and in greater abundance.

You can reach me by email at
complete_car_care@hotmail.com for com-
ments, questions about your vehicle or sugges-
tions for future topics. There is no charge to ask
me for help or ask questions about a vehicle.

Thank You and God Bless 93636

Warren Parr

California Smog License
#EO0139887

California Star Station #117312

Got Water?

Solutions for: Fibromyalgia « Degenerated Muscle
Carpal Tunnel » Tennis Elbow ¢ Spinal Arthritis
Shoulder/Knee Joint Injuries * Sports Therapy

Want to reduce stress? Increase Energy?
Lose weight? Regain health?

NEW CLASSES ARE FORMING NOW!

* Yoga * Zumba * Core Conditioning
* Bodyweight Conditioning * Mobility - Boot Camp

-

Ranchos

IFITVESS

Wellness/Center

37167 Ave. 12 #H4A -

Madera Ranchos

with this coupon or mention this ad - expires 11/30/2015

Sayyou sawitin the Ranchos Independent

Click on ““Local News™ at



GROOMING GROOMING - GROOMING - GROOMING - GROOMING - @OOMING

£)og Gone Cufe dfore
call 645'PET$

to make your grooming
appointments now

37221 Ave. 12 #1C

in the Maywood Center in the Madera Rancho

+ GROOMING - GROOM

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Lie. a14178

674-1663
23338 Ave. 14 74%@ Owned
Madera Since 1976

10/15

Suimimer C?mmncc Over 10 Sets on Display
Lifetime Warranty

DEMO Clearance Pricing

Swings ‘n Stuff
10130 HWY 41, Madera

(prices subject to change ¢ exp. 11/30/15)

7;,drens anj Foster Parents Needed

We are looking for nurturing and loving homes
for children placed in foster care. We provide
support, training and reimbursement to our
foster families. For more details, please contact
Michelle at (559) 222-5437.

O

1945 N. Helm, Suite 101
Fresno, CA 93727

(559) 222-5437

www.transitionschildrensservices.org

LIC. #1 07206625

10/15

come meet friends!

Golden Valley Baptist Church

Reach, Teach and Serve in
the Name of Jesus is our motto

Sunday School 9 am. * Sunday Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
12414 Road 37 - Madera Ranchos

www.GoldenValIe;./BapﬁsTChur'ch.or'g 559'645-1700

10/15

www.The Ranchos.com
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Low-Flow Showerheads, Aerators
Free for Ranchos Area Residents

By Karen Petryna

If you live in the 93636 zip code, you
are entitled to free water-saving hardware,
comprised of bathroom and kitchen sink
faucet aerators and low-flow showerheads,
distribution of which is scheduled to begin
early next year. This is because of the three-
year, $220,000 Water-Energy Grant Award
by the California Department of Water Re-
sources (DWR) to South -East Madera
County (SEMCU) Foundation on July 1,
2015. Currently SEMCU and DWR are
working out the grant agreement details
with an updated and comprehensive work
plan, a detailed budget and a schedule of
implementation. DWR Project Manager
Mike McGinnis said that he anticipates
everything will be in place by the end of the
year — after which SEMCU can begin
billing DWR for purchase of thousands of
aerators and showerheads for everyone who
lives in the 93636
zip code area.

Where is

SEMCU?

SEMCU Pres-
ident Igal Treibatch
noted that SEMCU
serves the precise
geographic area,
southeast Madera
County, that is both
congruent with the
93636 zip code |
area and also the -
area that is served
by the Ranchos In-
dependent.  “It’s
very convenient for
us,” Treibatch said,
“because we can
reach all our con-
stituents with our
local paper. And what’s more, anyone that
wants the free water-saving hardware need
only verify their address with either their
driver’s license or a bill, from PG&E for
example, that they’ve received in the mail.”
Physically, the SEMCU benefit area is
bounded on the south and east by the San
Joaquin River and Hwy. 41, and on the
north and west by Hwy. 145 and the
Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad.

How Good is Free?

The SEMCU Grant Committee has al-
ready obtained quotes from several vendors
for the hardware. “The next step is to test
all the samples we’ve received,” said com-
mittee member Jeff McGrath, adding,
“We’re going to compare them to one an-
other, in terms of quality and price, so we

at 645-5680.

RSIGN UP HERE FOR |
% FREE * -
LOW FLOW FAUCET

AERATORS  AND
SHOWERHEADS

The sign at Hurst Hardware says it all -- free
low-flow faucet aerators and showerheads courtesy
of a grant procured by SEMCU. Hurst Hardware is
located at 37398 Berkshire Dr. and can be reached

can make a recommendation to the Foun-
dation Board.” Tom Hurst, owner of Hurst
Hardware, who is also a grant committee
member and who will be distributing the
water-saving devices from his store, is par-
ticularly concerned about quality. “We want
to make sure folks that install the free hard-
ware are really satisfied with it and con-
tinue to use it for many years to come,” he
said.

Adam Lee, another grant committee
member and a licensed civil engineer, is
helping the committee find qualified con-
tractors to install water meters as part of
the Water-Energy Grant. “First we have to
identify contractors who can meet the
state’s labor compliance requirements,” he
said, “and then we have to decide exactly
how to fairly select people that are inter-
ested in having part or all of their water
meter installation costs paid for in ex-
change for providing regular readings to
SEMCU and
DWR. Our goal is
to obtain a better
estimate of water
usage and reduc-
tion of those not al-
ready on a metered
system.”

How to Sign Up

Sign-up forms
are available now
at Hurst Hardware
= and they are soon
. to be available all
over the Ranchos.
Grant Committee
members are also
developing plans
to reach everyone
in the 93636 zip
code area multiple
times in multiple
ways over the next couple of years to en-
sure everyone who wants their free water-
saving hardware devices will be able to get
them. Arrangements will also being made
to help people get the hardware installed if
needed.

Get Involved and Learn More

Please feel free to join your neighbors
at the next SEMCU monthly meeting held
on the third Monday of every month at 6:30
p.m. at the Pizza Factory. You can also learn
more about SEMCU by checking out their
website, www.semcu.org, or on Facebook
under “South East Madera County United.”
And, as always, reminders about SEMCU
and other community meetings and events
are sent regularly to those who “Like” the
Ranchos Independent on Facebook.
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Kiwanis Korner

By Perry Watkins

“Kiwanis International is a global organ-
ization of volunteers dedicated to changing the
world one child, one community at a time.””

One of the reasons I love living inthe Ran-
chos is the people. There are several other rea-
sons as well. Think of some other places where
you might have had the good fortune to be born
and raised.

Alittle girl, not yet a teenager, walks every-
where she goes in Guatemala. Her feet are dried
and cracked and look like they belong to some-
one of a far greater age. Sadly walking a rock
strewn road cracks them and walking through
putrid water allowed parasites to infest and soon
her body is bloated and she appears as though
pregnant with a i
death pall. About
$150 could save her
but it might as well
be a million. A pair
of shoes that costs
less than a fast food
burger would save
other lives from this
fate, but none ar-
rives. Oh well, not
my problem not
your problem either.
I want that burger.

Achurch is 11
miles away and the dedicated parishioners walk
itat least once a week for church services. Some
walk it more often and many have no shoes.
Sadly, the barrios along the way are not always
friendly. Old rivalries that have little to do with
the parishioners occasionally cause a few to be
murdered along the way. Death does not dis-
criminate. It welcomes children and mothers into
its cold arms. Oh well, a country far away — not
my problem and not yours.

A church is full of the most pious people
you could meet. They go to church two or three
times a week, sometimes more. There is nothing
else around — the church is the center of every-
thing: culture, religion, celebration and deaths.
Too bad the roof is falling in and not a dollar
among them to replace it. Plaster falls off and
even though they would be safer outdoors they
continue to come and pray. It is certainly not our
problem.

A widower in the Madera Ranchos isn’t
able to change the light bulbs so she lives in par-
tial darkness. The furnace filters which were
once helpful are probably now more of a hazard
since they haven’t been changes in two years. A
light fixture hangs dangerously exposed out of
its housing. Those things might as well be 40 feet
high. It is all she can do to make it down the hall

Making a Difference, One at a Time

way with her walker without tripping in the half
light. Don’t tell anyone, but the back door does-
n’t even lock anymore. Broken.

The pastor’s wife is awidow now. She has
to make hard decisions. Abandoned by her own
church, she has only a small tortilla press and
must decide whether to make a few tortillas to
sell or a few more to feed her children — its half
adozen of one and six of another. The price of a
meal at River Park would feed her kids for
months and buy the babies medicine too. But
there is no check in the mail, no medicine except
prayer. \Well, mail doesn’t even arrive here very
often, certainly not for her.

There are people right here that make the
world’s problems their own. That widower got
her lights repaired. The little girl got the medicine
in time to kill the parasites. The church in Mex-
ico got a new roof.
The pastor’s family
was adopted. Some
very good folks at
Flip Side Church ate
fewer meals at River
Park and forgo some
other fine things
. money could buy to
<. save lives instead.
Saving souls and
saving lives — a
pretty good calling.
There are lots of
good folks here in
the Ranchos. Come visit some of them at Pizza
Factory Thursday evenings, or at the Flip Side
Church. They’ll probably talk a lot more about
life and living and the local football team than
about God or Jesus but you can feel it move
you if you stand too close. If you stand too close
for very long you might even save the life of a
hopeless 10-year-old girl in South America or
maybe one right here in the Ranchos.

Pizza Factory on Thursday evenings at
6:30. Call KIWANIS at 209-761-5968.

www.ranchoskiwanis.com

Officers
President: John Glueck
Vice President: John Addington
Secretary: Pam Glueck
Treasurer: Virginia Vick

Board Members
Ollia Ridge
Mary Ann Parks
Deb Farr
Marie Cameron
Beverly Delk
Mona Diaz

Perry Watkins

there, love you forever ...

In Memoriam

_-E— T

Richard G. Richard

May 8, 1933 - September 24, 2015

My Grandpa said "“farewell" to this world this morning. My heart breaks as | re-
alize | will never see his smile again except for in pictures and in memory. As a child,
this man was a superhero to me. As kids, my cousins and | would spend summers at
his house in Long Beach. His home was a magical place to be. So many amazing child-
hood memories that | will cherish forever.

Rest in peace Grandpa. You have been delivered from your suffering. May God
greet you at the gates and may you live a rich and eternal life in heaven. Until we meet

JOHANNES cont. fromP. 2

dear friend.”

District 5 Supervisor Tom Wheeler
agreed. “Johannes is one of the best Road
Commissioners this County has had. Proj-
ects such as the widening of Road 200 had
been sitting on the shelf for years until Jo-
hannes came on board. Words cannot ex-
press how appreciative I am for his
leadership and hard work.”

District 4 Supervisor Max Rodriguez

echoed the same sentiment. “Johannes has
attracted and inspired an excellent team and
created a solid foundation in the Public
Works department. He has been an integral
part of our County team and will be sorely
missed.”

Hoevertsz’s last day is Nov. 6. The
Board of Supervisors will discuss the re-
cruitment of Hoevertsz’s replacement
and the appointment of an interim Public
Works Director at the Nov. 3 Board
Meeting.

Andy cont. from P. 11

spectful. Our students will represent
themselves, their family and their school
community with pride. Our students ex-
pect to be guided in this way. It is our
duty to embrace this challenge and hold
our students to the highest standard, es-
pecially when it comes to dress and
grooming and behavior. We believe in
addressing the “little” things each and
every time, so they do not become “big-
ger” things. Our learning environments
will be such where students and teachers
are respected. Our administrators are
charged with making sure the classroom
remains protected and sacred in order
for teaching and learning to be opti-
mized; this is non-negotiable. We will
not compromise these core values.

We are committed to providing
your children the very best education
possible. It is our job to make sure this

is the expectation and we surround our-
selves with staff capable of carrying out
this mission. Over the next few months,
I plan on meeting with the many new
and returning staff members on our team
so they clearly understand The Golden
Valley Way. Our core principles have
been unwavering for many years; these
are principles that have guided Golden
Valley USD as one of the top perform-
ing school districts in the state of Cali-
fornia. We plan to stay committed to
those core principles with intentional ef-
forts.

We personally wish all of you a re-
markable school year. If you have any
questions regarding our district pro-
grams, please don’t hesitate to give me
a call; my door is always open.

Sincerely,
Andy Alvarado, GVUSD Superin-
tendent

Click on ““Local News’ at
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$75,480 in southeast Madera, exceeds the
state average, if approved, support for the
project will be solely in the form of a low-
interest loan. The total cost estimate for the
project in the application was $15,508,940
which also includes a water meter installa-
tion cost of $634,500. And again, the project
would have to be approved by both the
Board of Supervisors and also a Proposition
218 vote by the rate payers.
State of the Water System,
County’s Finances

At the first meeting, Director Hoevertsz
said the MD-10a system is working
smoothly with four wells: Dublin, Charlton,
New Fender and Kensington, in operation
while maintaining a pressure ranging from
40 to 60 psi with a target of 50 psi. Upon in-
quiry from an attendee, Frazier acknowl-
edged that at some point, rates will go up for
system users, but he doesn’t anticipate that
until sometime after water use restrictions
are lifted. He added that right now users are
paying a relatively low rate for rather large
lots with unlimited water use, and a new en-
gineering rate study will likely be needed in
order to begin the process of determining
how to pay for new water works. Frazier
spoke at both meetings about how financial
management at the County has been com-
pletely inadequate partly because, “The state
mandates no negative balance so public fi-
nance is insane.” He also elaborated at the
second meeting that the new Auditor/Con-
troller, Todd Miller, is nearly caught up on
over three years of financial records.

Presentations

After the updates, a presentation was
made by Engineer | Mohammad Alquatami,
also of the Public Works Department, about
the dry well program the County has estab-
lished. In anticipation of the El Nifio pre-
dicted for this winter, the County has
recently established new standards and

waived the permit fee for the dry wells, as
reported in last month’s issue of the Ran-
chos Independent. Alquatami said that the
dry wells were designed to help with storm
water run-off as well as to recharge the
groundwater by penetrating through the
hardpan and that they would work best in
locations of lower elevation where the water
naturally drains. Permits for the wells,
which the County will expedite, have been
simplified to a two-page form and the de-
sign is being placed on the County website,
Madera-County.com, under the County
Forms menu as E-6 Drain Well Detail.
Plans Examiner John Quigley, with the
Environmental Health Department, gave the
last two presentations of the evening at the
first meeting, on the use of “gray water” and
on rainwater harvesting. Regarding gray
water, he said it is used both for surface irri-
gation for landscaping as well as groundwa-
ter recharge and includes, “... waste water
from bathtubs, showers, bathroom wash
basins, clothes washing machines and laun-
dry tubs, but does not include waste water
from kitchen sinks, dishwashers, or toilets.”
Regarding rainwater harvesting, Quigley
said, “A simple gravity flow system with a
holding tank of less than 5,000 gallons
would not require a building permit” to har-
vest rainwater. But a holding tank of more
than 5,000 gallons and “a more complex sys-
tem using pumps, switches and electrical
connections to pressurize the system,” will
require permits for both the tank and the
electrical system. Quigley recommended
that those interested first calculate and esti-
mate their water use and needs and design an
approved gray water method and then con-
tact the County to determine if and what per-
mits are needed. He invited everyone to call
the Building Department at 675-7821 or the
Environmental Health Department at 675-
7823 with any questions. Both of Quigley’s
presentations are available at the County
website on Supervisor Frazier’s page.

By the end of both meetings, Rhonda
Cargill, Supervisor Frazier’s soon to be for-
mer legislative assistant, had collected the
following wish list items from those pres-
ent:

* Create alleys (between properties to
access the water system pipeline more eas-
ily)

» Move the system pipeline to the front
of the property lots

* (Produce good) financial management
and accountability

* Develop options to hook up residents
surrounding the assessment district

» Create options for (potential) privati-
zation (of the system)

* Green lawns

* (Good and consistent) water pressure
and an effective system

* (A new) advisory committee

* A wastewater treatment plant

* Municipal Service Review recom-
mendations

* (Create more) surface water delivery
(to recharge groundwater)

* Full (system) build-out (to accommao-
date) future connections

* (Obtain more) grants

* (Install) agricultural dry wells

* Check Road Funds to see if any were,
or are, still to be taken from MD-10a

* (Develop) 3, 5, 10 and 20-Year Plans
for Sustainability for MD-10a

* (Create an) “impacts of develop-
ments” timeline

* Halt the Liberty Village development

* Delay the Riverstone development

* (Conduct) further study of water im-
pacts

» Waive the fee for gray water systems

At the end of the second meeting,
which ran about 15 minutes over schedule,
Supervisor Frazier thanked Rhonda Cargill
for coming to the meeting on her birthday
and congratulated her on her promotion to
Chief Clerk of the Board.
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LETTERS cont. from P. 4

matter who is sitting on the board.

With that being said, the majority of
GVTA is thrilled with the outcome of the
recall elections and are so pleased to have
Mr. Alvarado back at the helm. It has been
a rough year. It is not time to point fingers
or lay blame — we need to bring back the
GVUSD family stronger and better than
ever. We look forward to achieving the
success and regain the impressive stature
that GVUSD has become known for.

Sincerely,

Teri Malmstrom, Teacher, Coach, GVTA Pres-
ident
Fresno

Dear Editor:

Sir, I would like to congratulate the voters
of the Ranchos. What a victory for the Golden
Valley Unified School District. In the words of
Jackie Gleason, “How sweet it is!” | know it
took hours of work and dedication for the con-
clusion of this election to be made possible.

This recall is a good example of democ-
racy. As Andrew Jackson said, “To the victors
go the spoils.” I’'m sure the Board is only one
step away from being back to normal.

There’s no doubt in my mind the pen is
mightier than the sword. The community is so
fortunate to have a local paper. I’m sure the re-
sults would have been different without it.

I enjoy reading the Independent. My
hat’s off to all connected with the paper. So,
to the whole staff, if | may paraphrase “Bill”
Shakespeare, “All is well that ends well.”

Name withheld upon request
Clovis
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Classified

Alteration Services

Madlin's Alterations - 45 years ex-
perience - Tailoring, repairs and
leathers. Fast service. NEW AD-
DRESS & PHONE NUMBER:
36027 Ruth Ave. Call 559-645-
4583.

Business Opportunity

For rent, lease or purchase - Full
service car wash tunnel on Ave. 12,
Madera Ranchos. Call 559-645-
6630.

Booth Space - now available for
busy salon in Ranchos. In need of
a esthetician, hair stylist and man-
icurist. Call 645-6565 for more
info.

Child Care

Child Care - Susan Ryan Day Care.
Newborn to 5 years old. Licensed. Call
661-4725 or 706-0424.

Chimney Sweep

Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy - 28
years experience. Wood Stove inserts,
pellet stoves and fireplaces. Also clean
dryer vents. REMEMBER THINK
SAFETY, BURN SAFELY! Call 559-
908-9332.

Construction

New construction, remodels, room addi-
tions, barns and patios. Call 559-970-
4476.

For Rent

Office for rent — 36711 Avenue 12
in Madera Ranchos — approx. 450
sg. ft. Rent $400/month includes
utilities. Call 805-570-1797.

Gutter Services

The Gutter Doctor specializing
in both continuous and standard
rain gutters. General Contractor
- Repair Maintenance. 32 years
working in the area. Call 559-
822-2759.

Housecleaning

Housecleaning - Get ready for the
holidays. Call Linda or Staci at
559-458-3248.

Housecleaning Service - Have your
house spring-cleaned all year long.
Experienced, Responsible, Honest.
Fair prices. Call 416-2585.

Painting Services

Painting Services - 40 years of
experience. Licensed. Frank
Kramer Exteriors. Lic. #273099.
Call 645-4113.

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-
CLABLE PICKUP - KIDS 4 RECY-
CLING offers pickup of all
recyclable materials including paper,
plastic, glass, aluminum and card-
board. Call Diana at 999-6832 or
645-1048, Funds support Ranchos
community organizations and
schools.

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Rototilling
- Mowing - Scraping - Stump Grinding -
Roll-off Bins. Call John at 908-1066.

Tractor Work - House Pads, lot leveling, drive-
ways, trenching, concrete work and under-
ground utilities installed. Call 559-970-4476.

Window Cleaning Services

Most windows $5 inside/out -
Screen, track and sills included. Re-
move hard water stain on home win-
dows, shower doors and car windows.
Cobweb removal available. Fully in-
sured. Call Nick at 285-1723. Free esti-
mates. Ask about our SENIOR
DISCOUNT!

TO ADVERTISE

in the Ranchos Independent

CALL 645-0634

Real Estate

WwWw

Tom Thayer, Broker
Real Estate Professionals
License #01105315

REALTY

a: WORLD

Your Ranchos Home Sold

Guaranteed
Or I'll buy it for cash*

NO Gimmicks! Order a Free Report on my exclusive
Guaranteed Sale Program, by visiting:

.TomsGuaranteeSale.com
For FREE Recorded Message Call:

1-866-254 -3814 ID#1072

Or you can call me direct at: 559-706-3820

Not a solicitation of active listings

10/15

*Seller and Tom must agree on price and closing date.

GO FlGU REI by Linda Thistle

The idea of Go Figure is to arrive
at the figures given at the bot-
tom and right-hand columns of
the diagram by following the
arithmetic signs in the order
they are given (that is, from left
to right and top to bottom). Use
only the numbers below the
diagram to complete its blank
squares and use each of the
nine numbers only once.

- X 2
HE B B
1223456 89
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®

TRAVEL CITIES FOR
AMERICANS

1. London
. Paris
. Rome
. Toronto
. Vancouver
. Montreal
. Barcelona
. Tokyo

. Hong Kong _
10. Amsterdamir 4

Source:
Hotels.com
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Click on ““Local News’ at
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Real Estate

Nancy Watson | @
&
The Ranchos Specialist, Working for *“You” >
REALTY
645-5000 CONCEPTS
WwWw.hancywatson.net L1b:
If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an

experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 24
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 10/15

Continental Realty
PAUL & SUE SOBAJE

Covening the Ranchos since 1976
Handling Lots, Fomes, Ranches
Representing Buyens & Sellens

CONTINENTAL REALTY * 36875 AVE. 12 * MADERA RANCHOS

MADERA 559-645-5450 * FRESNO 559-431-7060

| DAVID PARKER, Realtor ®
Fh) Real Estate Sales - sellers & buyers:
www.davidparker.info
: P ty M t-
cg]%%s_ we tan )r/entayoalg 5 rk]lﬂ'oenq_e: _
—m— || WWW.parker-properties.info

A Ranchos resident for over 30 years, | am a full-time professional agent working Madera,
Fresno and Clovis. We offer first class service for sellers and buyers. Unable to sell at
current prices? We offer full property management and will rent your home for top
dollar and handle all the details. Call me today! 490-1989 « DRE#: 01323109 10115

Want to Buy
or Sell a Home?

_ Ask about our

FREE

home
= o warranty
! f . program.
| _

I ¥ ] We Have

UARANTEE
o COM
g ESIATE

\K Pre-

Approved
Buyers!

Call Today!

Maria
Fotopoulos - Cercone

I Office * 559-645-1212
TWYLA SMITH | g Rtce - 000 o

maria@ossrealtor.com
Ranchos resident for over 30 years!
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Your neighbor in
the Ranchos since 1987

Your friend in
Real Estate since 2003

BRE# 01397023

559-709-2349

twylasmith@guarantee.com

DRE Lic. #01454566

www.The Ranchos.com

‘Owner - Broker

Jerry Eddings, Realtors
Madera: 559-645-1890 ¢ Fresno: 559-435-1890
DRE #00329063 A —

- [}
37144 Ave. 12/Ste. 102 MaderalRanchos )| Reusd

10/15

@

LIZ KUCHINSKI, cDPE, CRS, GRI, SFR

Realtor, Century 21 C. Watson ¢ DRE Lic. #01263332

“A Ranchos resident since 1985.”

The Ranchos is a great place to call
home ~ call, text or email me for any
questions you may have regarding your
home or property values. =

Century 21 C.Watson\_ Direct: (559) 364-1000 * Fax: (559) 440-7608

liz@LizKuchinski.com « www.LizSellingHomes.com

10

7520 North Palm « Fresno

Find Out What Your Ranchos Home
is Worth On-line

You will receive information on what comparable homes have sold for in your
neighborhood and which homes are currently listed, how long they’ve been
on the market and what the prices are.

Based on this information you will know what your home is worth. This
Complete Confidential Market Analysis is absolutely FREE!

For a Free, Quick
On-line Home Evaluation Visit:

www.ranchoshomevalues.com

Tom Thaver. Broker: Realty World Real Estate Professionals. DRE Lic#01105315. Not a solicitation of active listings
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SAY YOU SAW IT IIN

the Ranchos Independent
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Business Directory « Business Directory ¢ Business Directory « Business Directory

M’ ' 9 Lic. #899496

* DRILLING * TRENCHING * DIRT WORK

« efficient ¢+ reliable ¢ cost-effective ol Beau

PAINTING CONTRACTOR
TEXTURED COATING « PAINTING
VINYL SIDING ¢ VINYL WINDOWS

ROOFING %

FRANK KRAMER
h EXTERIORS

Xﬁ/ (550) 645-4113

EXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

FRANK KRAMER LIC. #273099

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION
YOU DESERVE

&78-71687

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS
All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos
www.jhsanders.com

: WeFill N§
Holding Tanks
Swimming Pools

Potable Water
Dust Confrol
Covering

Mountain Areas

-

% ]

TRACTOR SERVICE
HARDPAN DRILLING

674-7770

o)

! . J o)
Notaryunithe
HANGHOSE
Mobile Notary and
Loan Document Signing

Daytime - Evening - Weekends

Diana J. Tucker

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties

381-5879

HIGH QUALITY
GATE SYSTEMS

( | ﬁi‘i"‘«@ ;
llll!!!!

559-454-8060

L V.
Cﬁ"ﬂM 4‘%,.

HumBLE TREE CARE

EsTanrisnsn iv 2005
Tree pruning, shaping & trimming
Tree Cabling - Tree removal

559-347-8408 « www.cvhtc.com

Fully Insured « 8+ Years Experience ¢ Trained Arborist

L Lic/(#997265/s\Bonded| i
i P TR ey /

WHAT CAN YOU GET FOR $25?

How about 10,000
Ranchos residents each month who
look at Business Directory ads?

The Banchos Independent
(559) 645-0634

dtuckabee's

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
LIC. #837274

L WwnE—w—y
559-662-0336
559-438-8260

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification
Locally owned
and operated!

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

HeINRIED coustical Removal

INSURED
Color Matching

CRONIN MARINE
REFAIR

INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY

-~

+ Monthiy: Serviee:
BRENT.-TATUM!
LAWN SERVICE

559:871;3529;

TRANSHISSONS
AUTO REPAIR

+ A/C SERVICE
Ranchos Auto Repair

& Chuck’s Transmission

645-4475

Brannon’'s
A/C & Heating

» Preseason Service S0
» Emergency Repair

* New Installations
* Water Heaters ¢
» Senior Discounts |

559-706-1368 &

Lic. #961690

we also have P.0. BOXES available

ranchosbarbershop@yahoo.com

PERSONAL TOUC,,

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING
SERVICE + Lic. #80008113

ncnos

Yard cleanups & hauling « Weed control
Lawn & garden service « Maintenance
Weekly & monthly service

Mag Anaya Jr.

559-974-1357

Mitchell L. Vick

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Lic. #563698

 Custom Homes « Concrete »
* Remodeling * Additions °

299-970-4635K]

milvconst@gmail.com

We clean empty
houses, offices &
rentals. Clean

windows & water
spots. Painting
services inside
& out. We haul
anything and do small repairs.

559-514-9816
559-718-9941

@ B&M

Auto & Truck Parts

Store hours:

- Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30
Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00
. Madera Ranchos Plaza
37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801

645-1570

MARION POOL
O REPAIR

» Weekly Service
 Equipment
s Supplies

* Residential
* Drains - Upstarts « Commercial
« Locally Owned

251-2514 351-1605 645-4799
office cell after5p.m.

Click on ““Local News™ at



Business Directory

for MORE sales tomorrow, call

(559) 645-0634
The Ranchos Independent

ADS
LOGOS
PR
i MARKETING

645-0634

Plumbing
Problems?

Davis
Plumbing

LEIC. #S842676)

VERNON DAV S, Owner

1C #842676
(-i?alé Shaw Avenue #217
Fresno, CA 93710
559.977-6289

§59-645-1864
beofaol.com

davisplum

559-9171
Just Like Cats & Dogs
HOW ARE YOU STAYING AWAKE? il
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by Dave T. Phipps

I ONLY READ THE COVER AND

NEARLY BLACKED OUT. !
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www.The Ranchos.com
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Some flashes of Aries ire might erupt as you confront an unusually
bewildering situation. But you should be able to keep your temper under control as you work through it.

B Slans

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) That marriage ‘twixt the arts and practicality that Taureans excel at
once again highlights your enjoyment of much of the week. However, you need to watch any sudden
urge to splurge.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Even with all the plusses apparently outweighing the minuses, you
still might want to defer an important decision to make sure you have all the facts you need.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) One or two problems might threaten to derail otherwise smoothly
running work or home situations. A few well-placed words should help get things back on track quickly.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) This could be a good time for all you Leos and Leonas in the spotlight to
open your generous Lion's hearts and share the glory with those who helped you accomplish so much
along the way.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) You might want to get advice from someone who's
been there and knows these situations better than you do, before investing time or money (or both) in
a questionable matter.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Be careful how you handle a workplace matter that
seems out of place in the schedule you've prepared. Before you act, one way or another, find out who
set it up and why.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Your entertainment aspect is strong this week. Besides
providing a wonderful break from everyday obligations, sharing fun times brings you closer to those
you care for.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Having a weekend fun fest? Your friend or
relative who's down in the emotional dumps could perk up if you find a way to include him or her in
your plans.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) If you're in one of those "the Goat knows best"
periods, you might want to ease up and try listening to what others have to say. You could learn something.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) That new challenge is getting closer, and you should
be out there now showing facts and figures to potential allies to help persuade them to rally to your
support. Good luck.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Getting a head start on holiday plans could help free up some
time later for other projects. Meanwhile, a colleague has some ideas that you might find worth discussing.

Born this Week.

You Are Always there for others, And sometimes you need to be
reminded that you need to be there for yourself as well.

(c) 2015 King Features Synd., Inc
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unier Whir 5
by Hal Kaufman
TEST CASE! You are askedto ing digits rep
sintt iplicati biem atright. To begin, tak
. X attop rightis multiplied by 5,
WPERHAPS i resuiing amount ends in
L and when multiplied by; re:
sulting amount ends in 8.
L[ A[T] ClH | simon et
multiplier imes % has a resul
2| A ing amount beginning with 5.
Can you puzzle things our?
B T | No fair peaking : 3
"D02PE0 § 525 AQ Pendiin va emuy _ 6
c | LAND HO! Hidden here in ret Lo te th P DR Z’
L region where Columbus first sighted the New Worid: é
H ] | DwDeDsDMD. Can you puzzie it out? P.5.: For stanters, read ﬂ
between the O's. s ]
(5,0 150m) SORUI iSO 51 SBMSUY 2N
HATCHED UP 2
. % WORD PLAY
WIT' ALL YER NOT WUZ YA HOW 1S SUCCESS 'y HOW MANY 5 \ S
EDJIMACATION, SUCCESSFULT MEASURED N ORDERS  "Downthe hatchi”saywe, 5 S 5
TRUE .S -TO- THAT INDUSTRY ¥ in an imaginary toast to
: those who complete the HANDS ON! Hand to heimet to hands, touchdown — what a play!
word square above. Give it G Add colors by number: 1—Red. 2—Lt. blue. 3—Yellow. 4—L|
5 £ brown. 5—Flesh tones. 6—Lt. green. 7—0k. brown. E—Purple.
Missingwords aretoread :
the same both domn and E
. natch, are to
: i £
3 @ ; : _—
1. K SCORE 10 points for using all the
Sageen), - 8 ietters in the word below totorm — 1
2. in the know. E two complete words
gzg:teﬂfbellela- g & BARNACLE
5. Long-billed, long- | g ........ e
ﬁ;eﬂsk‘!:ns-lesgeﬂ | ~ THEN score 2 points each for all
Fow quickly can you fill = words of four letters of more —0—————vo——
in the mg‘; 8 tound among the letters.
Time limit: 2 min, W s - = — Try to score at least 50 points,
e G 0P 'y AR 0, it's not the Indi o et e e —
£ dimy 2 UBH T 500th ami,,e‘-s' ary, of course. QR U BUTSOM] BISSOY

Wishing £ well®

Ot by i s S v s e s

By Fifi Rodriguez

2 36 36 7 8 46 7 87 4
S AHSAAY LVGORE ) )

5 3 8 4 2 8 7 5 3 7 3 2 3 1. THEATER: Which musical featured a
AP UTESENTLETETCN :

R EEEEEEE N song \.I.v,,lth the lyrics, "I feel pretty, oh so
UAETRUDWEBTETETFR pretty™?

8 4 86 47 8 4 2 8 3 7 8 2. MEDICAL: In human beings, what
VAI I RLVRREIIETC causes a goiter?

2 8 2 4 6 7 4 5 2 7 4 2 8 .

ER 1 I RFVPNZRTETL.I 3. GEOGRAPHY: In what city would you
3 2847 3787 232E6 find the Brandenburg Gate?

o 1l ss 1 lEINFDEM 4. MUSIC: Which Southern rock band had
7 8 3 7 3 6 56 56 56 5 . ;
DSESAWRI I L ZLE a hit single with "Imaginary Lover"?
HERE IS A PLEASANT LITTLE GAME that will give you a 5. MOVIES: In which movie did |0ngtime
message every day. It's a numerical puzzle designedto spell .

out your fortune. Gount the letters in your first name. If the - game host Bob Barker make his debut?
number of letters is 6 or more, subtract 4. If the numberis less . .
than 6, add 3. The result is your key number, Start at the up- 6. SCIENCE: What does an ornlthologlst
per left-hand corner and check one of your key numbers, left

to right. Then read the message the letters under the StUdy?

checked f'g“?c’)s;(')"l';’l'::]g Features Synd., Inc. 7. COMPUTERS: What kind of computer

file carries the extension ".wav"?
MAGIC MAZE . ANIMALS IN 8._AN|MAL K|NGD_OMZ What is the
e WORDS adjective used to describe horses?
St . NS e & FINGDYANXVSOQNK I 9. LANGUAGE: What is a pangram?
. "l o N | - At Do TRACHTE 2., | 10. FAMOUS QUOTATIONS: Who once
' FDAAXVKTOQOMIJDH said, "Outside of a dog, a book is man's
THEY'LL DO IT EVERY TIME BY AL SCADUTO . : g, a
i i best friend. Inside of a dog, it's too dark to
EV&?#APPQV?DVOHE‘;{A% § SUPER- Tren FCAYTSWCUIRPINL read™?
MATTER WHAT SI0E Ve YA-IT'6 '
SITTING ON, ALL THE WONCER
ﬁ‘ff«iﬁ%‘ﬂ“ﬁfﬁgz ((S JHFGDAEBUZLMDXYV
-- S TRQMOSCOWDALROM
S Answers
E KIHFDRXUDRTBI ZY
g: WVLTRQFOYAONBBL
§ XJIeA 0UdN0J9) 0T
KTNEMGIPBENTIEHTF ‘18qeyde
A .
DCAZEXWMABVRVUS ayy Jo Jens| A1ana sasn eyl aoual,uasbvle
ﬂ’-«-%ggnwé&%ama auinb3 ‘g
o ————q" | RQKWAHOMEETAOGO oIpny “,
REASON R ot spiIg 9
mfg, NMKIJICHSIFLELTH IB|pURS WepY YHM 310w AddeH,, g
HUBBY ‘ind the listed words i iagram. They run ir '
HARPLUK Girection orwad, ackward. . down nd diseoally UoNORS WIYIALY BIUERY
""2%? Beard Duck Lovebird  Pyramid ulisg €
eal UCKY I Y I .
AEU?'—- Billion Elfish Mohawk Tornadoes auipol Jo xoe| e Ajjensn 'z
WHO GETE Box Goatee Moscow Yucatan ..MOlS IPIS1ISoM\., T
ALL THE - i 7 i Combat Leapfrog Pigment ’
SYMEATHY _ ) ! : CHARLIE H., .
J b s NORFOLE, VA- ©2015 King Features Syndicate, Inc, AN rights reserved, (C) 2015 ng Features Synd., Inc.

Click on ““Local News™ at



by Dave T. Phipps

" YOU WOULD THINK
"THE BARFY BOW TIE"
IS A FUNNY TITLE

Amber waves

OK, GERALD LET'S
TAKE A LOOK AT YOURS.

CLASS, TODAY I WOULD
LIKE YOU TO WRITE A
_FUNNY SHORT STORY.

I OH,DID’TA HEAR-- FRED'S 1 AND OIS TUE
NEW BARN 1S FINIGUED. CONTRACTOR
WHO READ

by Gary Kopervas

Crossword

Page 23

Super

10

1 12

14 15

17 |18
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©2015 King Features Synd,, Inc. All rights reserved.

£LU6, NOW [5N'T THI6 MUCH EASIER THAN 2 114 115 116 17
| SRR T o
PAIL OF WATER® b Mgt e " 1=
121 .122 123 124
ACROSS 38 Lateral or 73 Whodunit 111 “I — you so!” 13 Tries to buy 49 Precise
: 1 Nano and cycle lead-in cry 112 Parts of hulls at auction 51 S&L holding
Shuffle 39 2012-13 74 Greet 113 Alternative 14 Fat foot 54 “— -la-a!"
el i B 6 Lion group American warmly to Fox spec 70 Vocalized
YETTRAS 11 Be in accord League MVP 77 Horseshoe’s Sports 15 More stable for the doc
(with) Miguel place 114 Hockey 16 — -Saxon 71 Next of —
z : 15 Loses 42 Warm, as 78 “This — face-off spot 17 Family name 72 Perturbs
The Spats by Jeff Pickering firmness leftovers outrage!” 116 New York in wine 74 1992 and '96
JEFEY. YoU'RE T BUT GRANDPA, TVE 19 Stairway 47 Refinery 79 Beon TV Bay explorer 18 Lustrous also-ran
$Pou.Eb ROTTEN. ; ALWAYS SMELLED post waste 80 Many an heir 118 Shin- 22 Hack 75 180 on the
i THIS WAY. 20 Eyelid 50 Suffix with 81 Very old covering 24 Main female road
3 makeup beat Olds footwear characters 76 Influx of
3 21 Albany- 52 Sit-up 82 — Domini 119 At the acme 28 Does some forty-niners
2 Buffalo muscles 83 Italy's Villa 120 Singer modifying 89 Rubs out
i waterway 53 '60s hipster d'— Della 31 Storage 91 Unlucky
: j 23 “The Piano” 55 Actress 84 Writing fluid 121 Fabric unit box 92 Chafes at
star Fanning 85 Sty animal 122 First lady 32 Depression 94 Nevertheless
?:’f 25 Likealens 56 —number 86 Olive — after Eleanor president 96 Observe
g for seeing (speed ratio) (Popeye's 123 Fees 33 Noble 99 Coral
the big 57 Prior to gal) 124 Was over 35 Tycoon on colonists
picture? 58 Teacher’s 87 Belgian river “The Girls 100 Gave lip to
Intelligent Life 26 Environs union: Abbr.  tothe Noth DOWN Next Door” 101 Fight against
[ FWALLY! ALL My WALLOWEEN T AT TS 27 Goaded 59 D.IC. VIP Sea_ _ 1 Split 50-50 40 Like some 102 Soaked up
L u%’s?[ﬁ?:?%ﬁ *.‘fih‘é‘L‘ééKu 1S TRYWG TO ‘;FKELL ME (on) 60 Mll_le o 88 Bg livid 2 |||I|n0|s Icﬂy kitschy some rays
o 28 Clutter (Minnesota 90 Gillette tools 3 Little birds yellow 103 — Sack
29 Southern county) 93 Indigo, e.g. with big eyes phones (footbag
beauty 61 St. Louis 95 Operated 4 Oscar — 41 Pumps (up) brand)
30 Ignited landmark 97 Mimicker Hoya 43 “Airport” 104 Kagan of
31 Fetch 62 Dejected 98 Starbucks 5 Cagey Oscar justice
32 “All the 63 Joan of — orders 6 Connect to winner 105 Beanery
President's 64 Timid 103 Old Los get power 44 Joyful 106 Outmoded
Men" actor 65 Coup d'— Angeles 7 Like some feelings 107 Pitted scars
34 One who (revolution) Times pheasants 45 “Scarface” 112 Lotio relative
designs 66 Lecherous gossip and ducks 46 Tries to find 113 Early
N BB TR something guy columnist 8 Former diagnosti- garden
36 Barely 67 Tothe — 108 Teapot part Acura model cally 115 Steal from
obtain, with power 109 “The 9 Act 47 Know-it-alls 116 On an ad —
“out” 68 Bites lightly Simpsons” 10 Slip up 48 Big name in basis
37 “—certainly 69 Matted earth merchant 11 Gem seller French 117 Suffix with
will not!” 70 Enjoy Vail 110 Phony name 12 From Erin lexicography strict

G "PewIny St Jeeq Appay v
SEP B CRD | ISE0USISHI

Find at least six differences in details between panels.  sussure o omes & oo, o e o
www.The Ranchos.com




Make the hard days easier with
performance and versatility.

Check out our HUGE selection of John Deere Compact Utility Tractors to help you take on any job!

1 FAMILY SUB-COMPACT
UTILITY TRACTORS

*22.1-23.9 hp* engines

* AutoConnect™ deck compatibility

» Easy operation 4WD and power steering

O% for 60 months

- PLUS -

*750 off

when you buy 2 implements'

3E SERIES COMPACT

UTILITY TRACTORS
+31.2-37.3 hp* engine

* Powerful diesel engine delivers plenty of
power under heavy loads

» Easy-to-use hydrostatic transmission
increases tractor performance

O% for 60 months

- PLUS -

*2,200 off

when you buy 2 implements’

3R SERIES COMPACT
UTILITY TRACTORS
+32.2-45.3 hp“ engines

« PowrReverser™ or E-hydro transmission
with Twin Touch™ pedals available

« Cab or open-station configurations
available

O% for 60 months

- PLUS -

*500 off

when you buy 2 implements’

MADERA - 1901 West Cleveland Ave * ]-800-948-7228 (across from the Madera County Fairgrounds)

10ffer ends October 30, 2015, Subject to approved installment credit with John Deere Financial. Fixed Rate of 0% for 60 Months. $750 OFF implement bonus is in addition to Low Rate
financing and requires the purchase of 2 of more qualifying John Deere or Frontier implements. In lieu of financing offer, get $1.250 OFF on ) Series Tractors 20ffer ends October
30, 2005, Subject to approved instaliment cradit with John Deere Financial Fixed Rate of 0% for 60 Months 52,200 OFF impéement bonus 45 in addition to Low Rate financing and

requires the purchase of 2 ar more qualifying John Deere or Frontier implements. In ke of financing offer, ger 52,750 OFF on 3E Seqe

actors. 30ffer ends October 30, 2015 Subyect @ Jol lN DEERE

to approved instaliment credit with John Deere Financial Fixed Rate of 0% for 60 Months. $500 OFF implement bonus 1s in addition to Low Rate financing and requires the purchase
of 2 or more qualifying John Deere or Frontier implements. In liew of financing offer, get $1,500 OFF on 3R Series Tractors: Manufacturer’s estimate of pawer (150} per 97/68/EC

MTCI0X]11005R1-4C
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