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Animal Services renews
life-saving relationship with
HOPE

n Tuesday, Sept. 19, the Madera
County Board of Supervisors ap-

proved renewing a contract between the
county’s Animal Services Department
and HOPE Animal Services of Fresno for
low-cost spay and neuter services, a pro-
gram that has saved the Ranchos – and
the rest of Madera County – from higher
animal control costs over the past seven
years. HOPE, which stands for Halt Over-
population with Prevention and Educa-
tion, was founded in 1998 by Derrel’s
Mini Storage CEO, Derrel Ridenour, after
he learned of the large number of dogs
and cats that were being euthanized daily
in shelters.

Prevention and Education
“It is our hope that through preven-

tion and public education we can save the
lives of thousands of innocent animals,”
said �Director of Madera County Animal
Services, Kirsten Gross. She said regular
veterinary offices perform six to 10 sur-
geries per day whereas HOPE performs
up to 125 per day. And the cost savings is

phenomenal. Gross said that at a regular
vet’s office, neutering a domestic male
cat can cost up to $100. At HOPE, the
surgery can be as low as $35.

“We take volumes (of animals),”
Gross said, adding that the Friends of the

Madera Animal Shelter uses its van and
transports cats and dogs four times a
week. “Not only from our shelter, but the
Friends transport, free of charge, to and
from Fresno for those constituents using
the low-cost voucher program.”

Feral Cat Program
The Friends also take feral cats to

HOPE and release them back into the
community in an effort to reduce their
populations. In the past, Gross said a pro-
gram created by Red and Nancy Arnold
dedicated $1.5 million for spay and neuter
programs for feral cats. “We altered al-
most 20,000 animals with that funding,”
Gross said. “We’re now seeing the num-
bers down to 5,000 last year (that ended
up in the shelter) as compared to 9,000
four years ago.”

Improved Numbers
In addition to seeing far fewer ani-

mals in the shelter, the number of animals
euthanized has dropped dramatically –
according to the 2016 annual report – and
the live release number has increased.
The report shows that in 2010, 7,948 an-
imals were impounded, 2,481 released
and 5,406 were euthanized. In 2016,
4,737 were impounded, 3,300 released
and 1,307 euthanized.

“We’re a major customer of HOPE,”
Gross said, adding that animals are
brought to HOPE from as far south as
Bakersfield. Working together, animal
services and the Friends of the Madera
Animal Shelter have saved the lives of
thousands of cats and dogs.

O

Madera County is partnering with in-
corporated communities, districts and oth-
ers to develop an update to their 2011
Local Hazard Mitigation Plan. Floods,
drought, wildfire, earthquakes and severe
weather are just a few of the hazards pos-
sible in Madera County. While natural
hazards such as these cannot be prevented,
a Hazard Mitigation Plan forms the foun-
dation for a community's long-term strat-
egy to reduce disaster losses by breaking
the repeated cycle of disaster, damage and
reconstruction. Additionally, only com-
munities with a FEMA- approved Hazard
Mitigation Plan are eligible to apply for
both pre- and post-disaster mitigation
grant funding.

The process began in March 2017 with
an initial public and planning meeting and
the establishment of a planning committee
comprised of representatives from the
County, Cities, special districts and other
key stakeholders. The plan is scheduled to
be finalized and submitted to Cal OES and
FEMA by the end of September, 2017.

Public Review Draft
The Public Review Draft of the LHMP

Update is available online in PDF format
at www.madera-county.com/index.php/
lhmp. It is also available as a printed copy
at the Madera Ranchos Branch Library,
37167 Avenue 12, Suite 4C, Madera, CA
93636. You can call 645-1214 for more in-
formation.

Madera Co. Drafting Disaster Plan

Low-Cost Flu Shots Coming Oct. 5
The annual low-cost flu shots provided

by the Madera County Department of Public
Health will be offered Thursday morning,
Oct. 5, from 9:30 to 11 a.m. This year the
service is returning to the circular drive on the
Liberty High School campus.

You have to be 12 or older and the
suggested fee for the shots is $5, however,
no one will be turned away due to an in-

ability to pay.
As in years past, the semi-circular drive-

way on the east side of LibertyHigh onRoad
36 will be the location for the shots. This set
up allowsyou to pull up towaitingHealthDe-
partment staff, roll up your sleeve and simply
extend your arm out your car window. There
is no need to exit your car. You pay the fee,
get a bandaid and you’re on your way.

Ranchos Traffic Signal #2 Coming
Within the next year, the Ranchos

will have two fully functioning traffic
lights within a half mile of each other on
Road 36 just east of Liberty High School.

At an Aug. 29
Town Hall meeting
held at Ranchos Mid-
dle School, District 1
Supervisor Brett Fra-
zier presided over the
announcement of a
new traffic light for
the intersection of
Road 36 and Avenue
12 1/2. The intersec-
tion has long been a
concern to parents on
both sides of Road 36. For the parents of
students on the east side of 36, the daily
crossing by their children to get to either
Liberty High School or Ranchos Middle
School was a source of endless concern.
For parents to the west of 36, their
younger children were crossing twice a
day to and fromWebster Elementary. The
intersection has always provided bright
yellow crosswalks, school zone warning
signs and has flashing lighted crossing
signs installed for low visibility situations,

but parents had been promised a stoplight
for nearly a decade. Finally the wait is
over.

The initial traffic study was con-
ducted in 2007 as
part of the construc-
tion of Ranchos Mid-
dle School. What
really pushed the
project forward was
federal CMAQ fund-
ing awarded to
Madera County for
the signal installa-
tion. That has led to
the current Detailed
Design Phase. It will

be completed in December and then bids
for construction will go out in the early
spring of 2018. They expect construction
to begin in the summer of 2018.

It is estimated that the project will re-
quire approximately 100 working days,
including time for ordering and delivering
supplies and equipment. No detours or
road closures are expected and there is
projected to be only one lane closure for
the installation of the massive mast arm
over Road 36.
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From humble beginnings on September 28, 1985, Complete Car Care now begins its 33rd year as your
local, Full-Service NAPAAuto Care Center. Owner Warren Parr knows the Ranchos, having lived here
since 1992, and offers a 24-month/24,000 mile national warranty on repairs. He even offers FREE pick
up and delivery for 93636. He also offers useful automotive tips in his monthly column "In Good Hands."
Check out the column and then give Warren and his team a call to solve your automotive problems.

Google Review (4 months ago)
Brought my jeep in for smog and oil change. After the scheduled work

was done they did a courtesy vehicle inspection. Am I glad they did. I have
been taking the vehicle to the quick lube places but they never perform pre-
ventative maintenance. Warren found some things that needed attention
now and things that we can schedule later. By ID-ing these problems, I
avoided costly bills later this summer. Thanks Warren.

Jeff/Ranchos Resident

Demand Force Reviews (One week ago)
Best ever door-to-door service. My car was actually picked up from my

home in Bonedelle Ranchos and delivered back to my home fixed.
Larry/Bonedelle Ranchos Resident

After two previous attempts to repair my vehicle at two other shops, I
now feel confident that my vehicle has been properly repaired. Great!

Martin/Ranchos resident.

9/
17
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WIN FREE PROPANE!

NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________
Drawing to be held the first week of July, 2018. Delivery must be by August 31, 2018.

Must be a Valley Propane customer.

WIN 125 GALLONS OF PROPANE

MMAAIILL  TTOO::  VVaalllleeyy  PPrrooppaannee  ••  3377222211  AAvvee..  1122  ##11DD
MMaaddeerraa,,  CCAA  9933663366
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Letters

Dear Editor:
I had to agree with your first para-

graph [of your “Where to Start” editorial]
and that the last seven months have been
“among the strangest in my life.” Your ed-
itorial states that President Trump has “…
struck a chord with average Americans ...”
White Supremacists? KKK? Neo-Nazis?
Heil Trump? His initial response to the
Charlotte tragedy certainly showed that he
struck a chord with these hate groups.
These are not average Americans!

Is the denial of Donald Trump’s leg-
islative agenda by Democrats any differ-
ent than the Republican action (or lack
thereof) on former President Obama’s pro-
posals? Republican Mitch McConnell’s
stated agenda was to be an obstructionist
and to make Barack Obama a one term
president. That agenda was carried over
into the president’s second term. “… [B]ut
even the most pitiful Sad Sack couldn’t
have EVERYTHING be his fault AL-
WAYS …” I suppose that is true, unless
you are Barack Obama. Obama was faced
with “The total inability of anyone on the
Right to allow him (Obama) to lead.” Go
through your archives. Did you ever say a
single positive thing about Barack
Obama?

The biggest obstacle to Donald Trump

being “the greatest president we’ve ever
had” is Donald Trump. He changes his sto-
ries, denies what he previously said and
Tweets a stream of consciousness. He
scares off, intimidates or dismisses advi-
sors and staff members. He seeks to sur-
round himself with those who will validate
his reasoning and opinions, even though
his own thoughts and opinions vacillate
(dare I say “flip/flop”?). You idolize
Ronald Reagan for “shooting straight to
the heart.” President Trump continues to
shoot straight to his own foot.

Ask yourself, why did so many of
America’s best and brightest CEOs resign
from, or decline to join, the Major Busi-
ness Advisory Councils? President Trump
did not receive a mandate or overwhelm-
ing vote of confidence last November. He
did not receive the majority of the popular
vote. His popularity and support have de-
clined since then. I hope that he has, or de-
velops, the compassion, the humility, the
strength and the insight to be the president
of all of the people, the president of the
United States of America. That he offers an
agenda of hope, of fairness, of compassion,
of strength and unity. So far, he has not. 

Jan Williams
Madera Ranchos

Cindy Vail • Owner/Broker

www.myEhealthquotes.com • Cindy@myEhealthquotes.com

Authorized to Offer:
• Medicare Supplements • Part D and Advantage Plans • Individual and Family Health

Plans • Employee/Employer Health Plans • Vision/Dental/Life/Final Expense

Visit Us
Mon-Fri 8-5
or call for an
appointment

Walk-ins
Welcome!

559-673-0100 • CA. LIC. #0E81172

FREE
No-Obligation Consultation

House Calls - We’ll Come to You!
• Se Habla Español •

IDENTITY THEFT
PROTECTION
Now Available!

9/17

Open Enrollment Dates:
Medicare: 10/15/17 – 12/07/17
Under 65: 11/01/17 – 01/31/18
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By Ron Nehring

This week, California Republican
Party delegates received an email from
some former legislators with the odd
pitch that Republicans should preserve
the deeply flawed “top two” primary sys-
tem better known as Proposition 14.

While we all respect those Republi-
cans who have served in the legislature,
this request is truly bizarre given what
has happened to
our party under this
failed system.
Proposition 14
should be repealed
– immediately – so
every voter in Cal-
ifornia has the op-
portunity to vote
for a Republican in
general elections.

As we all
know, last year be-
cause of Proposi-
tion 14, California voters had the
“choice” of voting for either liberal De-
mocrat Kamala Harris or liberal Democ-
rat Loretta Sanchez for U.S. Senate. This
is like choosing between vanilla and
French vanilla.

A choice between two Democrats is
no choice at all.

Under Proposition 14, literally mil-
lions of Californians have been denied
the opportunity to vote for Republican

candidates for Assembly, Senate, Con-
gress and statewide offices because only
two Democrats were in the “top two.”

How can we possibly grow our Re-
publican Party when voters do not have
the option of even voting for a Republi-
can candidate when most voters go to the
polls in November? Since the adoption of
Proposition 14 Republican strength in the
legislature has dropped.

Many of the backers of the “top two”
were convinced it
would result in the
election of more
“moderate” De-
mocrats.

Do you see
any “moderation”
by the Democrats
in Sacramento?

With Proposi-
tion 14 elections,
the result has been
the same old
union-dominated

agenda of higher taxes for everyone, cap
and trade, worsening regulations, more
money wasted on high speed rail, and the
list goes on. Meanwhile, our party has
been left too often with no candidates –
no representatives of our party – on the
ballots for millions of voters. The solu-
tion to Proposition 14 is simple: Every
recognized party in California should
have the ability to place before voters a
nominee for every state and federal of-

Repeal Proposition 14

“ ... this responsibility for
preserving the
peace -- which I

believe is a
responsibility

peculiar to our
country -- that we

cannot shirk our
responsibility

as the leader of
the Free World,

because we're
the only one that

can do it. ”

Guest Editorial

fice in the November election. To do this,
Proposition 14 should be repealed and re-
placed with a system that gives every
voter the choice of casting a ballot for the
nominee of any California recognized po-
litical party – nominees chosen by voters
in the primary election.

California Republican Party dele-
gates rightly and overwhelmingly voted
to oppose Proposition 14 when it ap-
peared on the ballot, and it’s clear that op-
position remains firm. Every voter in
California should have the choice of vot-
ing for a Republican each November, for
every state and federal office. Every po-
litically engaged Republican should sup-
port efforts to repeal this failed system
and restore meaningful choice in Califor-
nia elections.

Ron Nehring served as Chairman of
the California Republican Party from
2007 to 2011 and was the Republican
nominee for Lt. Governor of California in
2014.

Every voter in California should
have the choice of voting for a
Republican each November, for
every state and federal office. Every
politically engaged Republican
should support efforts to repeal this
failed system and restore meaningful
choice in California elections.
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A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate
• Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
• Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
• Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
• Divide your property with a parcel map

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!

36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849

www.bedrockeng.com
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559-645-5320

37144 Ave. 12, Suite 104
Madera Ranchos

Matthew Pia, D.D.S.

“Thank you for an amazing
20 years Madera Ranchos!”

Ranchos Dental Care
& Orthodontics

When my mo t h e r p a s s e d
away I d i d n ’ t t h i n k I wou l d
eve r s t op c ry i ng . My wor l d j u s t
c r umb l e d a n d e v e r y t h i n g
s e emed s o d a r k . I t w a s a s
t h o u g h I f o r g o t wh a t l a u g h t e r
s o u n d e d l i k e a n d my f a c e h a d
f o r go t t e n how to sm i l e . I f o o l -
i s h l y t hough t t h e pa i n and f e e l -
i n g s o f l o s s wou l d l e s s e n ove r
t im e a n d l i v i n g w i t h o u t h e r
wou l d g e t e a s i e r . I t h a s n ’ t .
W i s e r p e o p l e t h a n I h a v e
wa r n e d me t h a t i t d o e s n ’ t r e -
a l l y g e t e a s i e r , y o u j u s t l e a r n
how to d e a l w i t h i t ; t h e y we r e
r i g h t . T h e p a i n h a s n ’ t l e s s -
e n ed , I ’ v e j u s t g o t t e n b e t t e r a t
l i v i n g w i t h i t . T h e h o l e i n my
h e a r t h a s n ’ t h e a l e d , i t j u s t
b e a t s a nyway . I d on ’ t m i s s h e r
l e s s , I ’ v e j u s t
l e a r n e d t o g e t
t h r o u g h mo s t
d a y s w i t h o u t
t e a r s . T h i s i s
a h a r s h , u n -
f o r t una t e t r u t h
t h a t I w a s n ’ t
r e ady t o l e a r n .

A s t h e
f i r s t y e a r
s i n c e my
mo t h e r ’ s p a s s -
i n g c ame a n d
wen t I ’ v e been
r e f l e c t i n g o n
wh a t l i v i n g
w i t h o u t h e r
h a s me a n t f o r
me . Mo s t l y
i t ’ s b e e n
l o n e l y . S h e
wa s t r u l y my be s t f r i e nd . I f e l t
l i k e I c o u l d t a l k t o h e r a b o u t
a ny t h i n g and ev e r y t h i n g , a nd I
d i d . She and I spoke eve ry day .
I k n ew I wou l d m i s s t h a t , o f
c o u r s e , b u t y o u d o n ’ t r e a l l y
know how impo r t a n t s ome t h i ng
l i k e ch a t t i n g w i t h you r mo t h e r
a b ou t n on s e n s e i s t o y ou un t i l
i t ’ s g o n e . I c a l l e d h e r a b o u t
eve ry l i t t l e t h i ng , l i k e I n e eded
t o n a r r a t e my l i f e t o h e r . When
t h a t i n s t i n c t t o c a l l h e r a n d
s h a r e my d a y k i c k s i n , a n d i t
k i c k s i n a l l t h e t ime , i t ’ s l i k e a
s e a r i n g h o t b l a d e i s p i e r c i n g
my he a r t a l l o v e r a g a i n .

L ike when I t r i pped and f e l l
i n t h e p a r k i n g l o t a t wo r k a nd

The Non-Healing Wound

e nd ed up f a c e down on t h e a s -
p h a l t w i t h my d r e s s o v e r my
h e a d , I wou l d h a v e g i v e n a n y -
t h i n g t o c a l l a nd t e l l h e r a bou t
t h a t . S h e wou l d h a v e l a u g h e d .
We l l , f i r s t s h e wou l d h a v e d e -
mand e d I g o s t r a i g h t t o t h e
h o s p i t a l f o r a CAT s c a n a n d a
comp l e t e phy s i c a l b e c a u s e s h e
wa s d r ama t i c l i k e t h a t , b u t

o n c e I a s s u r e d
h e r I wa s mo r -
t i f i e d b u t
p h y s i c a l l y
f i n e s h e wou l d
h a v e l a u g h e d
a n d c a l l e d me
h e r f a v o r i t e
l i t t l e k l u t z . I
s u p p o s e s h e
wa s l a u g h i n g
i n Heav en .

I wan t ed so
b a d l y t o t e l l
h e r a b o u t t h e
c a r e g i v e r who
s t r o l l e d i n t o
my o f f i c e a n d
d emand e d a
l e t t e r f r om me
e x p l a i n i n g
t h a t h e o n l y

f a i l e d h i s d r ug t e s t b e c au s e h i s
c l i e n t u s e d med i c a l ma r i j u a n a
a r o u n d h im . S h e wou l d h a v e
c r a c k e d u p a s I r e c o u n t e d t h e
d e t a i l s o f o u r i n t e r a c t i o n , a n d
h a l f - h e a r t e d l y s c o l d e d me f o r
my sh a r p t o ngu e and co l d , d r y
w i t . I s u p p o s e s h e g o t t o s e e
t h e who l e t h i n g f i r s t h a n d a n d
i f t h e r e i s p o p c o r n i n He av e n ,
s h e wa s munch i ng on i t a nd en -
j o y i ng t h e s how .

When t h e Ex e c u t i v e D i r e c -
t o r o f my d i v i s i o n c a l l e d me
i n t o h e r o f f i c e a nd t o l d me sh e
wa s p r omo t i n g me , t h e f i r s t
t h i n g I d i d when I go t b a c k t o

Los i ng you r mo th e r i s
one o f t h e mos t h ea r t -
w rench i ng t h i ng s a pe r son
can go t h rough . I t ’s more
t han j u s t l o s i ng a p i e c e o f
you r hea r t and sou l ; you
are lo s ing par t o f your very
iden t i t y . . . For those o f you
who a re s t i l l l u c k y enough
t o have you r mo th e r s h e re
on ea r t h , c h e r i s h t h e t ime
you have because , a s I can
a t t e s t , i t ’s n e v e r, e v e r
enough .

Please see GENWHY on P. 7
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HOURS
Mon 9-4

Tues - Fri 8-5:30
Sat 8-3:30

SENIOR DAY
Every Thursday,

all SENIOR haircuts
are just $10!

439-2004
call

Haircuts only $12

9/
17

come meet friends!

Reach, Teach and Serve in
the Name of Jesus is our motto
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17

Golden Valley Baptist Church

Sunday School 9 a.m. • Sunday Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
559-645-170012414 Road 37 · Madera Ranchos

www.GoldenValleyBaptistChurch.org

my de s k wa s p i c k u p t h e p h o n e
t o c a l l my mom . I h ad n e a r l y d i -
a l e d h e r e n t i r e n umbe r b e f o r e I
r emembe r e d s h e c o u l d n ’ t a n -
swe r . I t p u t a d ampe r on t h e mo -
men t bu t I k now she wou l d h av e
g u s h e d a n d t o l d me how p r o u d
s h e wa s o f me . S h e wou l d h a v e
immed i a t e l y c a l l e d and t o l d any -
on e w i l l i n g t o l i s t e n t o h e r t h a t
h e r d a u g h t e r w a s s u c h a h a r d -
wo r k i n g a n d d e d i c a t e d g e n i u s .
S ome t ime s I t h i n k h e r f a v o r i t e
hobby wa s b r a gg i ng abou t me . I
im a g i n e h e r f r i e n d s we r e q u i t e
t i r e d o f d e a l i n g w i t h t h a t o v e r
t h e l a s t 3 0 y e a r s . I s u p p o s e
she ’ s b r agg ing abou t me to J e su s
now .

Ev e n wh e n I g o t i n t o a c a r
a c c i d e n t l a s t w e e k , my f i r s t i n -
s t i n c t w a s t o c a l l a n d t e l l my
mom . I wan t e d h e r t o b e t h e on e
t o come ge t me and t a k e c a r e o f
me . I wou l d have g i v en any t h i ng
t o s e e h e r d r i v e u p a t t h a t mo -
men t . S h e wou l d h a v e s c o l d e d
me f o r t h e a c c i d e n t t h e n d o t e d
on me un t i l s h e wa s s u r e I wa s -
n ’ t s u f f e r i n g f r om wh i p l a s h o r
s ome o t h e r t y p e o f i n j u r y . S h e

may no t h a v e b e e n t h e o n e t o
come and r e s c u e me , bu t t o t h i s
momen t I am u t t e r l y c o n v i n c e d
s h e wa s t h e Gua r d i a n Ange l t h a t
k ep t me s a f e .

Lo s i n g you r mo t h e r i s o n e o f
t h e mos t h e a r t -w r en ch i ng t h i n g s
a p e r s o n c a n g o t h r o u g h . I t ’ s
mo r e t h an j u s t l o s i n g a p i e c e o f
you r h e a r t a nd s ou l ; y ou a r e l o s -
i n g p a r t o f y o u r v e r y i d e n t i t y .
Th i s i s e s p e c i a l l y t r u e i f you a r e
l u c k y e n o u g h t o h a v e a mo t h e r
a s k i n d - h e a r t e d , s e l f l e s s a n d
wonde r f u l a s m in e . I d on ’ t k now
how t ime w i l l c on t i n u e t o s h ap e
t h e l o s s , b u t I d o k n ow t h a t o n
s ome s t r a ng e l e v e l I am g r a t e f u l
f o r t h e p a i n b e c a u s e i t r em i n d s
me o f h ow much s h e me a n t t o
me . I t wou l d n ’ t b e s o h a r d i f I
d i d n ’ t l o v e h e r s o much .

S o , f o r e v e r y o n e o u t t h e r e
who h a s l o s t y o u r mom , t h i s i s
f o r y ou . Ke ep h e r i n y ou r h e a r t
a nd a c c ep t t h e p a i n a s e v i d en c e
o f t h e g r e a t a n d p owe r f u l l o v e
t h a t a mo t h e r g i f t s u s . Fo r t h o s e
o f y o u who a r e s t i l l l u c k y
e n o u g h t o h a v e y o u r mo t h e r s
h e r e o n e a r t h , c h e r i s h t h e t im e
y o u h a v e b e c a u s e , a s I c a n a t -
t e s t , i t ’ s n ev e r , e v e r e nough .

GEN WHY cont. from P. 6
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www.chadstrucking.com ARENA SAND • SAND & GRAVEL •
HORSE FOOTING • CRUSHED ROCK •

LANDSCAPEMATERIAL •
FILL DIRT •
TOP SOIL •
HUMUS •
BARK •
CHIPS •

RIVER ROCK •
BASE ROCK •
ROCK DUST •

COBBLE STONES •
DRIVEWAY BASE •

CONSTRUCTIONCLEANUP •559-645-5363
LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY
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Mama’s Vegetables

by Jean Briner

The other day I was feeling nos-
talgic and was going through my
Mom’s recipe cards. When I got to
the group on “vegetables,” I
thought of all the gardens that have
been in my life. The acre or so they
had out on the farm, the Victory
Gardens in San Francisco and the
mini “truck farm” she had in Chow-
chilla. I realize today we couldn’t
have these gardens because of the
water situation. Here where I live I
have plenty of room in back for a
row of green beans, zucchini, toma-
toes, okra and maybe an eggplant –
but I’m not allowed to. I can have a
tomato plant or cucumber plant in a
pot if I want to,
but can only
water them on
our two watering
days a week.
Our precious
water is flowing
down the river
to the ocean
rather than
going to the
farmers and city
folks where it is
needed. I’ll stop
there; I don’t want this to turn into
a political article. I’m sure most of
you know what I mean anyway.

There was always an overabun-
dance of vegetables. What wasn’t
eaten for dinner or canned or frozen
for the coming winter was given
away. Nothing was thrown away
unless it just couldn’t be used. My
Mom was real particular about
when the vegetables were ready to
be picked, in particular the zuc-
chini. She didn’t want them to get
too big. However once in a while
one would be unnoticed under some
leaves and get big. When this would
happen, even then there was usually
a use for it.

Zucchini Stuffed with Rice
1 Large zucchini
1 can (1 lb.) whole tomatoes
2 C cooked rice
1 T butter
2 T oil
½ C. chopped onion
1 clove garlic – crushed
1 tsp. salt
¼ tsp. pepper
Preheat oven to 350
Wash the zucchini good and cut

off the stem and the blossom ends.

Cut in half lengthwise and using a
spoon scoop out and discard the
seeds. Set the zucchini shells aside.

Drain tomatoes, reserving the
liquid. Add water to make one cup.
In a small sauce pan combine
tomato liquid, cooked rice and but-
ter. Bring to a boil and lower heat
to a simmer and cook covered for 5
minutes. Set aside.

In medium skillet heat oil.
Sauté onion and garlic until golden

- about 5 min-
utes. Add re-
s e r v e d
tomatoes, mash-
ing with a fork.
Add rice mix-
ture, salt and
pepper. Stir
over medium
heat until
heated through,
usually takes
about 5 minutes.
D i v i d i n g

equally, fill zucchini shells with
the mixture.

Arrange filled zucchini in bot-
tom of 13x9 baking pan. Pour ½
cup water in bottom of pan. Cover
tightly with foil. Bake for about
one hour or until zucchini is tender.

I can remember sometime my
mom would double this recipe and
brown a pound or two of hamburger
and add it to the rice mixture be-
fore stuffing the zucchini and make
this a main dish with something
else from the garden, probably
green beans as a side dish.

She always had eggplants in
her gardens. Most of the time she
would slice them and fry with a
batter. But once in a while she
would make a main dish

Eggplant Parmesan
Preheat oven 350
Italian seasoned bread crumbs
1 egg – beaten
1 medium eggplant
Salt & pepper
Spaghetti Sauce – either home-

made or a good bottled sauce
1 C shredded mozzarella cheese

Please see RECIPE on P. 9

Mobile
Riding Lawnmower

Repair Service
visit us at mowersplus.us
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Click on “Local News” at

Over 15 years of experience
Licensed by Dept. of Fish and Wildlife
Cal. Dept. of Pesticide Regulation

Nuisance animal trapping

Call for an inspection TODAY!
9/17

9
/1

7

You can do it yourself or have the
pros at Madera Glass & Mirror
take care of your window repairs.

Madera Glass & Mirror’s repair services are close to the prices charged in the 1980’s. Give them a call today
for unbelieveable prices on incredible quality work and products for all of your glass and screen needs.

Gotbrokenscreens?MaderaGlass
& Mirror has the expertise to make
quick work of any screen repair.

Glass for picture frames is a spe-
cialty at Madera Glass & Mirror. Fix
a broken one or complete a project.

There was always an over-
abundance of vegetables.
What wasn’t eaten for dinner
or canned or frozen for the
coming winter was given
away. Nothing was thrown
away unless it just couldn’t be
used.
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Please direct any questions & send a completed project solicitation form to
Dario Dominguez at dario.dominguez@co.madera.ca.gov by Sept. 30, 2017

» PROJECT LOCATION.  The project must be located in Madera County to be considered for  
inclusion in the Madera SWRP.

» FUNDING SOURCES: 

» TIMELINE FOR SWRP COMPLETION: 
» July - Sep. 2017: Call for Projects! 
» August - September 2017:  
» October 2017: 
» November 2017: 
» December 2017: 
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Grated parmesan cheese
Place bread crumbs in shallow

plate (pie plate works best) and place
beaten egg in another shallow plate.

Cut eggplant into ½ inch rounds.

Salt and pepper to taste. Dip each
slice in egg then in bread crumbs.
Place in bottom of baking dish. Bake
15 – 20 minutes until not quite done.
Remove from oven and spoon sauce
over top of eggplant. Top with
cheeses and return to oven. Bake

until bubbly and cheese is melted.
Let stand 5 minutes before serving.

Mama always had a row of bell
peppers. Our family loved stuffed
bell peppers. I think they were my
brother Lloyd’s favorite vegetable.
He would go out to the garden and

eat them raw right off the plant. I re-
member one time the peppers were
just getting ready to pick when he
went out and ate two or three. Mama
went out later to pick enough for din-
ner and there weren’t enough for her
dish. She was a little upset with
Lloyd for ruining her plans for din-
ner – after all she had seven people
to feed.

Stuffed Bell Peppers
Preheat oven to 350
2 lb. hamburger
1 onion – chopped
Salt and pepper
2 cans chopped tomatoes
¼ to ½ tsp. sugar
1 cup whole kernel corn
3 or 4 slices bread
6 or 8 bell peppers
Cut tops off peppers, then cut

peppers in half, lengthways. Clean
out seeds and membrane. Put in pan
of salted boiling water and parboil
until not quite done. Remove from
water and place in bottom of a 13x9
baking dish, cut side up. Set aside.

With a little oil in the bottom of
large pot cook onions until they
begin to soften, add hamburger,
breaking up as it cooks. Season with
salt and pepper. After meat has
cooked, with a spoon or paper towel
remove as much fat from bottom of
pot as possible.

Add the canned tomatoes – do
not drain. Add a little sugar to cut the
acid of the tomatoes. Let simmer
until tomato juice is about half
cooked out. Add the corn. Break
bread up only a couple of slices at a
time, stirring it into hamburger
tomato mix until juice is absorbed.
Pour mix into baking pan on top of
prepared bell peppers. Bake until
bubbly, about 30 minutes.

My mom didn’t stuff individual
peppers because she said it was eas-
ier to serve like a casserole.

Dear Readers: Thank you for
bearing with me this month. I had
laser surgery on both eyes last week.
My eyes still burn but I was deter-
mined to write this. I could have had
Randy do a repeat of an old article,
but I hate that – those are only for
emergencies. Thanks for all the
prayers – I know they are helping me
heal.

A reminder for all Ranchos resi-
dents: Madera County Health Dept.
will be giving flu shots again this
year. At Liberty High School – Drive
Through! Thursday, Oct. 5 from 9:30
to 11 a.m. There’s a $5 charge for
each shot.

RECIPE cont. from P. 8
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Click on “Local News” at

Ready or Not

“I never thought it would happen to
me.”Thiswas the sentiment heard over and
over as first responders and volunteers res-
cued victims of Hurricane Harvey by boat
and air. Within two weeks Hurricane Irma
boredownonFloridiansforcingthemtoflee
to safety.

The definition of disaster is a sudden
event, such as an accident or a natural catas-
trophe, that causes great damage. Today’s
technologyenableswarningstobebroadcast
formanyweather-relateddisasters,butnotall
disastersarethatpredictable.Evenmorerea-
son tobeprepared.

September is National Preparedness
Month. In general, our society is good at
preparing for things. We prepare for wed-
dings, vacations, back to school, having ba-
bies and Christmas. But when it comes to
“what ifs,” we’d often rather live in the “it’s
not going tohappen tome”mode.

On the evening of Jan. 17, 1983 my
husband and I returned home to a flood of
watercoveringAvenue12.Acrosstheempty
lots, we could see our home on Sparta Av-
enue. The porch light reflected on thewater
all thewaytoourfrontdoor.We’resothank-
ful for friends and family who had already
sandbagged and kept some strangers from
“rescuingourfurniture”whilewewereaway.
For many with lower lots, the sandbags
weren’t enough. Fortunately, in the 34years
since then, those flood-like waters have not
returned.

Withouryearsofdrought,Californians
tendtothinkmoreofpotentialfiresandearth-
quakes. Since 9/11, we’re also more aware
of potential man-made emergencies. These
could shutdownservicesover abroad spec-
trum.

If you’re ready to pull your headout of
the sand for amoment, here are some tips to
help yoube fire and emergencyprepared.

While our mountain friends are more
susceptible tomassive fires, no home is im-
mune. According to the National Fire Pro-
tectionAssociation 2017 Fact Sheet, almost
allU.S.homeshaveatleastonesmokealarm,
but three of every five home fire deaths re-
sulted from fires in homes with no smoke
alarms or none that worked. If you’re in an

olderhome,likeours,updateyoursmokealarmsys-
temwithdualsensoralarmsineachroom.Consider
adding sprinklers which have decreased the fire
death rate per 1,000 reported home fires by about
80percent.

Cooking is the leading cause of home fires
with frying foods as the major culprit. To my
knowledgenoonehasevergottenburnedpreparing
a salad, and it’s better for your body too — just
sayin’. If you’ve got to have your fries, don’t leave
thestoveunattendedorletMcDonald’sdothecook-
ing foryou. Incaseof acookingoil fire, coverwith
a metal lid or cookie sheet to eliminate its oxygen
source.

Make sure you have one or more up-to-date
fire extinguishers and that everyone knows where
they are and how to use them. Purchase an ABC
fire extinguisher. It’s effective on fires that result
fromavariety of causes.

Create a fire escape planwhich includes how
to exit the home and where to meet outside. Do a
practice run with your children so they’re familiar
withwhat the alarm sounds like and how to check
doors,openwindowsandcrawlthroughsmoke.For
more helpful information on Fire Prevention and
Safety visitwww.ready.gov/home-fires.

Anemergencysituationoftenmeansnothav-
ing access to important and essential items. Scan
your valuable documents and records and store

• Borders
• Driveways
• Walkways
• Patios
• Pool Decks
• Large & Small Slabs
• Stamped Concrete
• Stained Concrete

Marty Owen -
The Concrete Guy

Marty has a passion for
creative concrete design.
Marty has been laying
concrete for 32 years and
has extensive experience
in every area of concrete,
from residential to
commercial.
Licensed & Bonded SCL#991137
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chain link wood wrought iron

chain link • wood fence • wrought iron
privacy plus • gate operators

security windows • security doors • barbed wire
9/

17

Please see ORGANIZED on P. 11
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NEWHOURS!OPEN LATEMON-SUN
FOR WORKINGPEOPLELIKE YOU!9/17

3VFeed.com • facebook.com/3VFeed • Quality & Customer Service is Our Motto • 3VFeed.com
2% cash back • does your feed store do that? • 2% cash back • does your feed store do that?

2%cashback•doesyourfeedstoredothat?•2%cashback•doesyourfeedstoredothat?
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Current Hay Prices per Bale (subject to change)

Local Orchard ................................................................
Horse Alfalfa ..................................................................
Alfalfa Grass Blend ........................................................
Alfalfa #2 .........................................................................
Sudan Grass .................................................................
Winter Forage ................................................................
Rice Straw .....................................................................

$15.99
$12.99
$12.75
$10.99
$10.75
$ 9.95
$ 5.99

3V Feed is your premier hay supplier of Alfalfa,
Orchard Grass, Oat Hay, Timothy Hay, Wheat

Hay, Sudan Grass, Straw and others!

Hours: Monday-Saturday 8 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.; Sunday 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Madera Ranchos We are YOUR Store!

all prices exp. 10/31/17 except where noted and are subject to change

It’s starting to get COLD!

Wood Stove Pellets

$239/ton

WRANGLER
Horse Feed

Fine-stemmed Green

ALFALFA

weWON’T be UNDERSOLD!with this coupon

(with this coupon)

stock up and save • $4.78/bag

$12.99/BALE
Diamond

DOG FOOD

per 40 LB. bag
$3-5 OFF30% OFF
$1.50 OFF

Save On
Poultry Feed

Mix and match 3-V fancy
poultry mix, lay or breeder

pellets, lay crumble or
chick starter

BUY 5 SAVE $5

Is your horse ready for
winter?

Pre-book your winter horse

blankets and save up to

END OF SUMMER SAVINGS

SUMMER
CLEARANCE

SALE!

ALL RED TAGGED ITEMS

20% TO 60% OFF!
Includes selected horse treats and

supplements • fly spray • organic

poultry feed • grooming supplies

• canine flea and tick drops •

western boots and hats • stock

tanks and much, much more!

them digitally in the cloud (Google Drive, Mi-
crosoftOneDrive,IDrive),oronaflashorexternal
harddrivestoredoff-site.Thiswillensure thatyou
can access them even if you’re unable to retrieve
them at home. Store hard copies in a waterproof
and fireproof safeorbankdeposit box.

According to the www.ready.gov website,
these are the basic supplies recommended for an
emergencykit:

Water – one gallon per person per day for at

least threedays, fordrinkingandsanitation
Food–atleastathree-daysupplyofnon-per-

ishable food
Battery-poweredorhandcrankradioanda

NOAAWeatherRadiowith tonealert
Flashlightandbatteries
First-aidkit
Whistle to signal forhelp
Dustmaskstohelpfiltercontaminatedair,and

plastic sheetingandduct tape to shelter-in-place
Moist towelettes, garbage bags and plastic

ties forpersonal sanitation

Wrenchorpliers to turnoffutilities
Manual canopener for food
Localmaps
Cell phonewith charger andabackupbat-

tery
Access their site for additional recommenda-

tions based on your individual needs. TheAmeri-
canRedCross (www.redcross.org) alsohas forms
andinformationtohelpyoudesignyouremergency
plan. Sesame Street helps take the “scare” out of
preparingyoungchildrenforemergencysituations.
Visit their website www.sesamestreet.org/

toolkits/readyforgames,videos,andactivitybooks.
Nooneregretsbeingpreparedwhenitcomes

todisasters.Our thoughtsandprayerscontinuefor
those whose lives have been turned upside down
by the recenthurricanes.

Contact Organized by Choice (because
things don’t always fall into place) at P.O.
Box 26152, Fresno, CA 93729, call 559-871-
3314 or email info@organized bychoice.com.
You can also visit www. organizedby-
choice.com.

ORGANIZED cont. from P. 10
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The Golden Valley Chamber of Com-
merce would love to see you at our next meet-
ing, always the second Wednesday of the
month at 6:30 p.m., 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C
in the Maywood Center. Come join us on
October 11 and see what’s going on in your
community. Call us at 645-4001.

Only the Golden Valley Chamber
has Flag Barn T-Shirts!

Only $15 for Large and Extra Large.
$2 more for 2XLarge.

Call the Chamber today to reserve yours! 645-4001

After a 3-year wait, the
Golden Valley Chamber of
Commerce is producing a
NEW Community Guide-
book. If you would like to
be included in this invalu-
able resource that will be
mailed to every Ranchos
address, or if you would
like more information,
contact Alma Griffen
at 209-598-3596 or call
theChamber at 645-4001.

TThhee  NNEEWW
CCoommmmuunniittyy  GGuuiiddee  

ffoorr  tthhee  RRaanncchhooss
iiss  ccoommiinngg!!
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Senior Report

Seniors Fall into Autumn at Center
By Patti Groh

It seems as though I talk a lot about the
weather, but hey, hasn’t it been just beautiful?
After all that over 100-degree stuff, it was a
wonderful change, and I am so thankful fall is
here.

Ranchos/Hills Seniors continue to enjoy
their activities. The nominating committee is
working hard to find
willingandablemem-
bers to fill thesoon-to-
be vacant positions in
RHS leadership.
There are anumber of
positions open and if
you are willing and
able, please let Presi-
dentVerlaineknow. If
you have suggestions
for the nominating
committee, those
wouldalsobeappreci-
ated.

The last Improv-
isational Workshop
(the last of a series of
four) will be held on
Oct. 2 from 4:30 to
5:30 p.m. They have
reallybeena lotof fun
andhopefullymoreof
this canbedone.Let usknowat theCenter that
youwant to do it again.

The next newproject going on is a “Paint
Session” on Saturday, Oct. 28 from10 a.m. to
noon at the Seniors Center. Now, don’t stop
reading even if you’re saying, “I can’t paint.”
Fresno artist Bobby von Martin of Bloodline
Studioswill conduct the class.All the supplies
to complete a painting, within the two hours,
are provided. The subject is a lovely hibiscus
flower. There is no experience needed as step
bystep instruction isgivenbyVonMartin.Re-
ally fun idea, don’t you think? The cost for
everything is only $35. Registration and cash
paymentaredueat theCenterno later thanOct.

20, 2017. Contact the Center at 645-4864. All
adults are welcome to participate in this mar-
velous event.

TheFirst SaturdaySale isOct. 7 andwill,
of course, include the garden plants, the Bou-
tiqueand theBakeSale.TheTreasureHouse is
still closed for repairs. The Boutique still has
some beautiful Christmas items and they are
now50percent off. There are also some really

cuteHalloweendeco-
rations. Come get
your goblins.Wewill
need the donations of
baked items brought
in.Mmmmm!Cooler
weather, a hot cup of
coffee and a freshly
baked goodie. And
every single one was
baked with love.
Doesn’t get any bet-
ter.

Annual Hal-
loween party will be
Oct. 26, the usual
potluck and game
night, at 6 p.m. Cos-
tumesare encouraged
and there will be
prizes awarded.
Games and a
wicked(?) good time

are planned.
Remember that tickets for the handmade

quilt are available at the Seniors Center. This
beautiful quilt is on display at the Center. The
tickets are$1eachor6 for $5, and thedrawing
will be held inDecember.

The monthly Ranchos/Hills Seniors
Newsletter is availableat theCenter andalsoat
local businesses. In it you can find all the dates
and times forSeniors activities.Lunch forSen-
iors is served at the Center Monday through
Friday. More information is available at the
Center. There is also exercise class Monday-
Wednesday-Friday at 10 a.m. Any questions
can be answered at 645-4859.
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Locally owned and operated
37082 Avenue 12, Madera, CA 93636

559-662-0336 | www.huckabeeshvac.com

1st Time Customer Special!

SUPPLIES • ESTIMATESFREE
R & L Housecleaning
Call today 514-9816 or 718-9941

Over 10 Yearsof Experience inthe RANCHOSCall OurReferencesFIRST!

If you’re tired of vacuuming, mopping,
dusting, toilet cleaning ... LET US DO IT.

9/17

Painting is in your future at the Ran-
chos/Hills Senior Center when an instructional
“Paint Session” begins Oct. 28.
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Room Additions & General Contracting • Commercial & Residential
Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting

Concrete Foundations & Flatwork 9/
17

Got a holding tank to fill?What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want towaste your preciouswell water or pay PG&E to pump it?

CALL US!

9/
17

Doterra Certified Pure Therapeutic Grade Essential Oils
can improve your health, increase your energy, fight viruses and so much more.

Contact me today for a FREE sample or if you’d like like to
attend a FREE class on essential oils and products.

Tina Shannon -- Wellness Advocate

9/17

How’s your health?
Improve it naturally.
(...and make extra money doing it!)

645-4948 or 430-7131call
Call Tina TODAY to get YOUR all-natural

TriEase allergy pills.
Visit my online store at

mydoterra.com/tinashannon
www.The Ranchos.com

Hello 93636,
The first training class this month

was a "Lubricants and Filtration" class.
This class was one of the most difficult
and confusing automotive classes I have
ever attended. The workbook is 112
pages. Many elements (like zinc) have to
be removed from engine oil for emis-
sions concerns. Also, engine oil is no
longer just a lubricant. It's the hydraulic
fluid for camshaft actuators, multiple
displacement solenoids, fuel injectors,
turbos and much more. Different engine
platforms have different requirements
which creates the need for some many
different oil blends. Using the wrong oil
is NOT an option with modern engine
platforms. No more “one size fits all.”
American oils may not be compatible
with European vehicles no matter what
the label on the bottle says. At present, I
stock 18 different types and weights of
engine oil and 16 different types of trans-
mission fluid. I have 24 feet of shelf
space dedicated to engine oil filters, but
that's no longer enough.

The second class was a “Modern
Air/Fuel Management” class (fuel
mileage/emissions). All automotive
classes are driven by emissions regula-
tion.

With this article, I would like to dis-
cuss some exciting new technology de-
veloped in England that greatly improves
automotive diagnostic capabilities. With
the Pico Pressure Transducer, we can
now measure internal engine pressures
or, even more importantly, changes in
those pressures. I know these articles can
be more technical then most of you want,
but they are intended to help you ask
your technician the correct questions and
judge his/her answers.

Last week a new customer was re-
ferred to the shop with a very poor run-
ning 2012, 2.4L, GMC Terrain. He asked
us to replace his crankshaft sensor. Of
course, we recommended testing his sen-
sor first. Since he had already paid a
local dealership to diagnosis the problem
he declined our recommendation. You
already know replacing the crankshaft
sensor had no effect on the vehicle’s run-
ning condition or I wouldn't be writing
about it.

We retrieved two codes from the

Powertrain Control Module, P0016
(Crankshaft position and Camshaft posi-
tion implausible) and P0365 (Camshaft
Position Sensor Error). Based on these
two codes we surmised the camshaft and
crankshaft were out of phase. The most
efficient and effective diagnostic tool
available for this diagnostic is a Pico
Pressure Transducer. Look up "Com-
pression Waveform WPS500X" on
YouTube. The first three images are ap-
plicable to this discussion.

The modern internal combustion en-
gine is a four-phase engine. Phase 1: The
piston travels upward. Phase 2: The pis-
ton stops, reverses its direction and trav-
els downward. Phase 3: The piston again
stops, reverses its direction and travels
upward again. Phase 4: Finally, the pis-
ton stops, reverses its direction and trav-
els downward. One complete cycle
consists of four 180-degree phases equal-
ing 720 degrees of crankshaft rotation
with the piston coming to a complete
stop four times.

Every time the piston rises, the pres-
sure in the cylinder rises. The highest
cylinder pressure occurs when the piston
reaches its maximum upward travel.
Every time the piston descends, cylinder
pressure decreases. The lowest cylinder
pressure occurs when the piston reaches
its maximum downward travel. Since the
piston and crankshaft are connected, we
can know the exact position of the crank-
shaft based on cylinder pressure changes
(180, 360, 540 and 720 degrees).

The second component of our im-
plausibility code is the camshaft. The
camshaft is responsible for opening and
closing the intake and exhaust valves at
exact piston positions. If the phasing of
the camshaft and crankshaft are correct,
the camshaft will begin to open the in-
take valve(s) about 10 degrees before the
piston starts its downward travel. When
the intake valve(s) open, cylinder pres-
sure will instantly drop to match the neg-
ative pressure in the intake manifold. If
there is no decrease in cylinder pressure
at 350 degrees of crankshaft rotation, the
camshaft and crankshaft are not in phase.

Same thing with the exhaust
valve(s). When the exhaust valve(s)
open, cylinder pressure is instantly equal-
ized to match the pressure in the exhaust
manifold. If the camshaft and crankshaft
are in phase, there will be a cylinder pres-
sure increase at 130 degrees of crank-
shaft rotation. If not, the camshaft(s) and
crankshaft are out of phase.

The timing chain or timing belt as-
semblies link the camshaft(s) and crank-

Please see HANDS on P. 16

Going HIGH Tech
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We now deliver to
the Ranchos,
Bonnadelle &

Rolling Hills areas.9/
17

NEW DAILYLUNCH SPECIALS

Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!

559-268-6650

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.

We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

6700 E. Central Ave. • Fresno • www.sagorey.com

call Juan and Maria at

9/17

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

9/17 Lic. #PLS 5815 36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

TTIIRREEDD  OOFF  PPAAYYIINNGG
FFOORR  FFLLOOOODD  IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE??

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 
You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals
today at

SSAAYY  YYOOUU  SSAAWW  IITT  ......
......  IINN  TTHHEE  RRAANNCCHHOOSS  IINNDDEEPPEENNDDEENNTT

37357 AVE. 12
MADERA RANCHOS
next to LEE KITCHEN

GLASS • PLASTIC • ALUMINUM
GLASS • PLASTIC • ALUMINUM

OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY
10 A.M. - 5 P.M.9/

17

Frank Bruff was born in Paragould, Ark. and
passed into heaven in Fresno, Calif. He was 75 years
old. He is survived by his wife Beverly Ferguson-Bruff
of Fresno; sister Faith “Sue” Shaw and brother-in-law
Ronald of Madera Ranchos; son Christopher Bruff and
daughter-in-law Kimberly of Bakersfield; daughter Teri
Strahan and son-in-law Wendell of Tehachapi; step-son
Ray Holden and daughter-in-law Geri Ann of Ten-
nessee; seven grandchildren: Matthew, Nathan, Cody,
Jessica, Wesley, Frankie and Melissa; five step-grandchildren and numerous great-grandchil-
dren, nieces, nephews and cousins. He was a blessed man and a blessing to many.

Frank worked for Pacific Bell from the age of 18 to 48. After retiring from Pac Bell, he
served as a Kern County Deputy Sheriff. Upon the loss of his first wife, he moved to Madera
Ranchos and worked for Fresno County Juvenile Hall. He had many adventures over his 75
years, traveled to many places, flew his own airplane, built himself a two-story log home on top
of a mountain, had a small cattle ranch, rode motorcycles with One Nation Under God Mo-
torcycle Ministry until he was past 70 years old, and served the Lord as a Deacon in his Madera
Ranchos church, Golden Valley Baptist. He will be missed by his family, church and friends.

He was preceded in death by his first wife, Fay Elaine Bruff, his parents, Fred and Max-
ine Bruff, his brother Ernest David Fredrick Bruff, and his step-daughter Trisha Trimble.

A celebration of his life will be held on Saturday, Sept. 30 at Golden Valley Baptist Church,
12414 Road 37, Madera Ranchos at 11 a.m. Lunch and fellowship will follow. A graveside serv-
ice is scheduled for Monday, Oct. 2 at 11 a.m. at Green Lawn Cemetery SW, 2739 Panama
Lane, Bakersfield.

In lieu of flowers it is requested that donations are made to the Gideon’s or to Golden Val-
ley Baptist Church for bibles so that others might find the salvation and joy in the Lord that Frank
had found.

shaft together. When the timing chain or
timing belt assemblies fail, those compo-
nents become out of phase. A defective
timing chain was responsible for the con-
dition of our GMC Terrain.

Earlier this week we received a com-
pression waveform from a partner auto-
motive repair shop. They diagnosed their
vehicle with a defective valve train. After
removing the cylinder heads, roller valve
lifters, rocker arms, push rods and the
camshaft, they found no defects. When we
looked at their waveform, cylinder pres-
sure when the exhaust valve opened was 5
pounds per square inch (psi). Cylinder
pressure should be closer to 1/4 psi. The
exhaust was restricted. Likely the catalytic
converter failed.

Also this week, a vehicle with lots of
blue smoke (oil) coming from the tailpipe
came into the shop. Again, the Pico Pres-
sure Transducer is the best diagnostic tool
for the job. This time, however, the trans-
ducer is connected to the engine’s oil dip-
stick tube. With the dipstick removed, the
tube acts like a vent for the engine
crankcase. When an engine has worn pis-
tons or piston compression rings, combus-
tion is leaked by the rings into the
crankcase creating high crankcase pres-

sures. With our vehicle, the crankcase
pressures were normal (.1 -.2 psi) during
all engine loads. Pistons and piston com-
pression rings are sealing as intended. No
need to rebuild or replace this engine when
a new set of valve stem seals will do the
job. By the way, I strongly recommend
this test when buying a used car. It is a
very efficient way of discerning the inter-
nal condition of the engine.

By simply threading a Pico Pressure
Transducer into any spark plug hole
(easiest), we are able to measure cylin-
der compression, exhaust back pressure,
intake manifold vacuum, camshaft/
crankshaft correlation and more. New
school diagnostic using modern technol-
ogy is far easier, faster and more accu-
rate then diagnostics of the past. It's just
science.

That's all for today. Hope this helps.
If you have any comments, sugges-

tions about future topics or questions con-
cerning a vehicle or the automotive
industry, I can be reached at
complete_car_care@hotmail.com, Face-
book or text to 559-907-7661.

God Bless America and God Bless
93636.

Warren Parr, 2013 NAPA/ASE Na-
tional Technician of the Year 2nd Runner
Up

HANDS cont. from P. 15

In Memoriam
Frank Bruff

November 7, 1941-September 4, 2017
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674-1663
23338 Ave. 14

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service
Family Owned
Since 1976

9/17

36734 AVE. 12 • 660-5262

Specializing inAUTO ACCIDENTS

STOP THE PAIN!

9/17

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $35!

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only
$20OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast

Results
CALL NOW!

9/
17

By Betty Van Valkenburg

Onedaywhilemullingoverourcountry’s
political problems for the umpteenth time, I
imagined sitting down at my kitchen table for
a casual conversation with George Washing-
ton, Bill and Hillary Clinton, Donald Trump
andRonaldReagan.

“Well, George,” I started, “what do you
think about the state of affairs these days?Did
you ever envision government intrusion in
every facet of our lives?” Shaking his grey
head sadly, he responded that he had warned
us. “Government is not reason, it is not elo-
quence; it is force. Like fire, it is a dangerous
servant and a fearful master.” Not to be out-
done,Ronnie remindedusofhiswords. “Man
is not free unless government is limited. As
government expands, liberty contracts.” And
further that, “Themost terrifyingwords in the
English language are: I’m from the govern-
ment and I’m here to help”.

Yes, Iagreed, shakingmyowngreyhead,
it does seem that government has become a
“fearfulmaster”ononehand, telling law-abid-
ingcitizenswhat to thinkanddoandsay,while
on the other hand being unable or unwilling to
secureourbordersorkeepourstreets safe from
violent protestors calling for the death of cops.

Bill Clinton bragged, “When I became
presidentwith a commitment to reformhealth
care, Hillary was a natural to head the health
care task force.”Hillary cackled, “Remember,
before they called it Obamacare, they called it
Hillarycare!”

Oh yes, I thought to myself, I remember
all toowell.Hillarycareappeared just afterBill

took office, miraculously already written.
Hillary, unelected to any office, spearheaded
the“task force” insecret, andproducedabillof
almost 2,000 pages just as onerous as Oba-
macare came to be. Fortunately, at that time
conservative Republicans acted to kill the bill.
Unfortunately today,even thoughRepublicans
control every branch of government, they
won’t repeal Obamacare as they have prom-
ised over and over and over again.

Just then,Maxine,myfavoritegruff-talk-
ing cartoon character sat down and rasped,
“How’s this for a political platform?Don’t lie
through your teeth!” (I just loveMaxine.)

Tomakeherpoint,Maxine remindedBill
andHillary that before theywere against bold
steps to stop illegal immigration, theywere for
them. She quotedBill from1995. “It iswrong
andultimatelyself-defeatingforanationof im-
migrants topermit thekindofabuseofour im-
migration laws we have seen in recent years
andwemust domore to stop it.” Then she re-
memberedHillary’s comments on the radio in
2003. “I am, you know, adamantly against il-
legal immigrants… certainly we’ve got to do
more at our borders.” To be fair, Maxine said
she was sure that Hillary had misspoken and
was against illegal immigration andnot immi-
grants themselves. (Maxinemay not be polite
but she is usually fair.)

I asked my imaginary guests to come
back soon to continue our conversation and
they all nodded their heads and rose to depart.
“Remember,” Ronnie said, “there are no con-
straints on the human mind, no walls around
thehumanspirit, nobarriers toourprogressex-
cept thoseweourselveserect.” (I just loveRea-
gan.) Donald nodded his orange head and
agreed. “You have to think anyway, so why
not thinkbig?” (Sometimes I just loveDonald.
Other times not so much. But that’s a discus-
sion for next time.)

Visit the Central Valley Tea Party web-
site at www.centralvalleyteaparty. com for
more information.

Imagine This
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Alteration Services

Madlin's Alterations - 45 years ex-
perience - Tailoring, repairs and
leathers. Fast service. NEW
HOURS: Monday-Thursday 8-5.
36027 Ruth Ave. Call 559-645-4583.

Child Care

Child Care - Susan Ryan Day Care.
Newborn to 5 years old. Licensed. Call
661-4725 or 706-0424.

Chimney Sweep

Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29
years of experience. Wood stove inserts,
pellet stoves and fireplaces. Also clean
dryer vents. REMEMBER THINK
SAFETY, BURN SAFELY! Call 559-
908-9332.

Construction

New construction, remodels, room addi-
tions, barns and patios. Lic. #719500.
Call 559-970-4476.

For Sale

Misc. furniture for sale. Excellent
condition. Call for information.
Ruth 559-645-5807 or Cathryn
559-645-4332.

White Whirlpool 28-inch self-
cleaning electric oven - used. Good
condition. $400. Call 559-312-0891.

©2017 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

Classified
Gutter Services

The Gutter Doctor special iz ing in
both cont inuous and standard rain
gutters. General Contractor. Repair
Maintenance. 12 years working in
the area . **NEW PHONE NUM-
BER: 559 - 908 - 0759**

Housecleaning

Housecleaning Service - Have
your house spring-cleaned all year
long. Exper ienced, Responsible ,
Honest. Fair prices. Call 416-2585.

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-
CLABLE PICKUP - KIDS 4 RECY-
CLING offers pickup of all recyclable
materials including paper, plastic,
glass, aluminum and cardboard. Call
Diana at 999-6832 or 645-1048.
Funds support Ranchos community
organizations and schools.

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Rototill-
ing - Mowing - Scraping - Stump Grind-
ing. Call John at 908-1066.

Tractor Work - House Pads, lot level-
ing, driveways, trenching, concrete work
and underground utilities installed.
Lic. #719500. Call 559-970-4476.

Window Cleaning Services

Most windows $5 inside/out -
Screen, track, sills included. Remove
hard water stain on home windows,
shower doors and car windows. Cobweb
removal too. Fully insured. Call Nick
at 285-1723. Free estimates.
Ask about our SENIOR DISCOUNT!

Yard Sale

Oct. 7th, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., come check
it out!Glass cabinets, Avon, lots of
misc. items. 14922 Road 35 1/2.

Moving/Yard Sale. Saturday, Oct. 7.
7 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tools, Christmas deco-
rations and household items. 14863
Road 35.

SUDOKU

©2017 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

6 4 5 - 0 6 3 4

The Ranchos
Independent

classified rates
are crazy cheap

call

SAY YOU
SAW IT IN
the Ranchos
Independent

SAY YOU SAW IT IN
the Ranchos Independent
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Nancy Watson
645-5000

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 24
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 9/17

A Ranchos resident for over 30 years, I am a full-time professional agent working Madera,
Fresno and Clovis. We offer first class service for sellers and buyers. Unable to sell at
current prices? We offer full property management and will rent your home for top dol-
lar and handle all the details. Call me today! 490-1989 • DRE#: 01323109 9/17

DAVID PARKER, Realtor ®
Real Estate Sales - sellers & buyers:
www.davidparker.info

Property Management -
we can rent your home:

www.parker-properties.info

Real Estate

BRELic. #01454566

Maria
Fotopoulos - Cercone

Real estate is our life!Wemake
real estate dreams a reality.

Cell 559-250-6740 • Office 559-645-1212
maria@ossrealtor.com •Ranchos resident for more than 30 years!

I’m ready to assist you with all of your real estate needs. Whether
you’re buying or selling, moving across town or out of state, I’m here

to help. Your housing needs deserve the care of a specialist.

9/
17

I can do this for you too!
Samantha Phebus

Call me today if you would
like to sell your home
quickly for top dollar.
CalBRE#01823578

9/
17

the Ranchos Independent
SAY YOU SAW IT IN

By Anthony R. Forestiere

My name is Anthony R. Forestiere
and I am the new Grant Writer for
SEMCU. I lived in Madera Ranchos from
1983 through 2001 and then moved to
Clovis. In 2015, I moved back to the Ran-
chos and have decided this will be my last
move, so I am here to stay.

My education and experience in-
cludes being a Certified Public Account-
ant for over 30 years, holding a
Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in Ac-
counting and have a wide variety of ex-
perience, including healthcare,
construction, tribal gaming, real estate de-
velopment, teach-
ing, higher
education and agri-
culture. With my
many years of ex-
perience in the
work force in many
different industries,
this experience pro-
vides me a perspec-
tive that most
people don’t have
and will be ex-
tremely beneficial
as a grant writer for
SEMCU.

I have recently taken a grant writing
certificate course through Fresno State
that has enabled me to hit the ground run-
ning as I write future grants for SEMCU.
As I completed the course and obtained
my certificate of successful completion,
SEMCU has graciously reimbursed me
the cost of the course ($350) which is a
benefit offered to all Madera County res-
idences wishing to further their education.
All you need to do is sign up for the
course, earn your certificate of completion
and turn in a copy of your certificate
along with a receipt of payment for the
course and you will be reimbursed by
SEMCU for the cost.

The course was valuable in the sense
that it made it clear that in order for a
grant to be awarded to any organization
you need to do a few things that seem
very logical. One, answer all questions
asked in the grant proposal. Two, break-
down the grant request based upon the
amount of points assigned to each ques-
tion asked. Third, the time it takes to re-
spond to a grant request is significant and
most responses are required to be com-

pleted within 60 days of the grant request
being published.

SEMCU currently has two grants
that support water conservation. One
grant is for replacing current shower
heads and faucets with low-flow water-
efficient shower heads and faucets and
the other grant is for replacing washing
machines with high efficiency, low-water
use machines. Both grants are available
for qualified residents in Southeast
Madera County and are available by com-
pleting and submitting an application for
each type of grant by going to
SEMCU.org or filling out the form at the
Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
office at 37167 Ave. 12 #5C in the May-
wood Center. The low-flow shower head
and faucet grants pays for the labor to
change the shower heads and faucets as
well as the cost for the fixtures. The high
efficiency low-water usage clothes wash-

ing machine grant
is a reimbursement
grant for up to $350
per household for
the purchase of a
Star Energy Rated
clothes washing
machine. In addi-
tion, there is a full
reimbursement for
installing a new
qualified water
meter to a private
well which is ap-
proved by the
county. For now,

there are a limited number of such water
meter allocations and the reimbursement
for them will be on a first-come basis.

Please take advantage of these two
grants while the money is still available
and help reduce water usage for the Com-
munity.

SEMCU is looking to the community
for any suggestions for potential water-re-
lated projects that may qualify for grant
funding. The deadline for submitting po-
tential projects is September 30, 2017 so
please send your project ideas to me at
AForestiere@gmail.com with "Potential
Project" in the subject line on or before
September 30.

As I become more familiar with
SEMCU’s past grant applications and
learn about new ones I hope to continue
the success SEMCU had in working with
and for the community. I am looking for-
ward to serving SEMCU and the Com-
munity to the best of my ability; the
Ranchos is my back yard too.

Anthony R. Forestiere, CPA
SEMCU Grant Writer

As I become more familiar with
SEMCU’s past grant applications
and learn about new ones I hope to
continue the success SEMCU had in
working with and for the community.
I am looking forward to serving
SEMCU and the Community to the
best of my ability; the Ranchos is my
back yard too.
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repair
ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR

INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY

CRONIN MARINE

Since1964

664455--11997777

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

HIGH QUALITY

555599--445544--88006600

GATE SYSTEMS

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION
YOU DESERVE

TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS

ROOFING   

TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

FRANK KRAMER LIC. #273099

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113

since1970

PAINTING CONTRACTOR

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service
• Equipment
• Supplies

• Residential
• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial

• Locally Owned

Mobile Notary and 
Loan Document Signing

Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
381-5879

Notary in theRanchos!
Notary in theRanchos!

SINCE
1980

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

coustical Removal

Color Matching

555599--330011--11661133
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801
645-1570

Store hours: 
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30
Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

Mitchell L. Vick
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

559-970-4635
mlvconst@gmail.com 

Lic. #563698
• Custom Homes • Concrete •
• Remodeling • Additions •  

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos

www.jhsanders.com

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS

All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders
General & Custom

Auto Service
& Repairs

Call Gina
at 559-289-3401

email
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

Covering
Mountain Areas
& the Central Valley

Tree pruning, shaping & trimming
Tree Cabling • Tree removal

Fully Insured • 8+ Years Experience • Trained Arborist
559-347-8408 • www.cvhtc.com

Get Involved!

645-4001
2nd Wed. of the month • 6:30 p.m.

37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

call Mag Anaya Jr.
559-974-1357Ranchos

Resident

Lic. #842676

“Plumbing
problem?
Plumbing
solution!
Call
Vern!”

Housekeeping
& Cleaning

559-514-9816
559-718-9941

We clean empty houses,
offices & rentals. Clean
windows & water
spots. Painting
services inside &
out. We haul
anything and
do small repairs.

How about 10,000
Ranchos residents each

month who look at
Business Directory ads?

(559) 645-0634  
The Ranchos Independent

WHAT CAN YOU GET
FOR $25?

559-776-1699
Custom Smoker Barrels

“Get your
smoker
in time

for BBQ
season!”

Today!

for MORE sales tomorrow, call

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance

Weekly & monthly service 
(not a licensed contractor)

JEAN BRINER
(559) 645-0634  

The Ranchos Independent
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Your ideas earn you the respect of your colleagues. But you'll have
to present some hard facts and figures if you hope to persuade those who make the big decisions to
support you.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Keep those bright Bull's eyes focused on the project at hand.
Avoid distractions. There'll be lots of time for fun and games later. Expect to get welcome news this
weekend.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) You soon might have to decide about moving a relationship from its
current status to another level. Don't let anyone influence your decision. It must be yours and yours alone.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) You finally can get off that emotional roller coaster and get back
to focusing on your goals without interruptions through the rest of the week. A nice change is due by
the weekend.

LEO (July 23 toAugust 22) Trying to make an impression on some people runs into a bit of a snag at
first, but it all works out. An old and almost forgotten personal matter once again needs attention.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) A rise in your energy level helps you finish an especially
demanding task. Take some time now to spend with family and friends before starting a new project.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) This is a good time to re-establish contact with trusted
former associates who might be able to offer good advice regarding that career change you've been
contemplating.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Your resourcefulness combined with a calm, cool
approach help you work your way out of a knotty situation and avoid a potentially serious
misunderstanding.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) A calm, quiet period allows you to recharge your
energies. But you'll soon be ready to saddle up and gallop off in pursuit of your goals.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Family matters need your attention. Check
things out carefully. There still might be unresolved tensions that could hinder your efforts to repair
damaged relationships.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) It's a good time to take a stand and show as
much passion on your own behalf as you do when arguing for the rights of others. You might be
happily surprised by the reaction.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) You bring sense and sensitivity to a confusing situation.
Things soon settle down, leaving you free to enjoy a weekend of fun and relaxation with friends and
family.
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You have a talent for being able to perceive
possibilities where others see only problems.
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1. LANGUAGE: What is the meaning of
the Latin phrase "status quo"?
2. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What is a
cenotaph?
3.MOVIES:What college did the characters
in "The Big Chill" attend?
4. GEOGRAPHY: How many U.S. states
are partly or wholly north of Canada's
southernmost point?
5. GAMES: What color is the No. 5 ball in
billiards?
6. GEOMETRY: How many faces does a
tetrahedron have?
7. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which first lady
wrote a daily newspaper column titled "My
Day"?
8. RELIGION: When was the King James
Bible completed?
9. ART:What country was artist Joan Miro
from?
10. U.S. STATES: What is Mississippi's
official state tree?

1.Theexistingstateofaffairs
2.Anemptytomboramonumenterected
inhonorofapersonorgroupwhose
remainsareelsewhere.

3.UniversityofMichigan
4.27
5.Orange
6.Four
7.EleanorRoosevelt,wifeofFranklinD.
Roosevelt

8.1611
9.Spain
10.SouthernMagnolia

Answers

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez
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Washing Machine certified as:

NEW State Grant Awarded
UP TO $350*REIMBURSEMENT FOR EACH

Sign up** list for those interested in more information:

1. The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos, CA 93636

2. Email: info@semcu.com heading “Washer Grant Interest”

“Energy Star Qualified”

to residents of South East Madera County

IN ADDITION
FREE Low Flow equipment

is STILL available at the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce

*Grant monies are awarded to SEMCU, by the Department of Water Resources, (DWR), to help our
community members within the 93636 zip code better manage and conserve our water resources.

(Estimated reimbursement amount based on participation)

For more information Email: info@semcu.com or Call: (559) 363-9095
SEMCU meets at 6 p.m. on the third Monday of every month at The Pizza Factory

By the Community, For the Community!!!

9/17

**As soon as details are approved with the State we will follow up with those on the lists.


